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			adventure travel /əd-ˈven-chər ˈtra-vəl/ noun: A trip involving physically taxing and/or invigorating activities, often over rough terrain in remote locations; a good option for those inclined to say things like “Limits are there to be tested” and “You’ll never guess how I got this scar.”

			[image: A man in a suit and hat runs down the aisle of an airplane, carrying a large round object. Passengers are seated on either side, observing him.]
			air traffic controller /ˈer ˈtra-fik kən-ˈtrō-lər/ noun: A ground-based aviation specialist who’s responsible for the safe and orderly takeoff and landing of planes. There are many stringent physical and mental tests a candidate must pass to become an air traffic controller. One particularly stressful section of the Air Traffic Skills Assessment requires the applicant to solve a rapid succession of math problems while trying to keep multiple fast-moving dots on a screen from colliding with one another. Speaking on behalf of all the fast-moving dots out there: Thank you to the examiners for making this test hard.

			airport lounge /ˈer-ˌpȯrt ˈlau̇nj/ noun: A cushy space, often hidden behind sliding frosted-glass doors, where high-status air travelers can kill time in comfort before their flights depart. Access rules vary, but you generally need to have shown a ton of loyalty to an airline or a credit card company. (Loyalty being a polite euphemism for wads of cash.) The fanciest airport lounges offer champagne, showers, and possibly champagne showers. It is common to discreetly empty half the lounge’s buffet into one’s bag for in-flight snacking.

			See also: continental breakfast

			airport security /ˈer-ˌpȯrt si-ˈkyu̇r-ə-tē/ noun: A set of screening procedures you must undergo before being allowed to board a flight. May include X-raying of luggage, scanning of bodies, and the solemn presentation of many forms of liquid in tiny bottles. Don’t spend too long thinking about whether the rules make sense. Best to just remove what needs to be removed, surrender to the scrutiny, and walk away dazed, clutching your loafers and laptop to your chest.

			[image: Illustration of a suitcase with travel stickers, including a circular sticker and two rectangular ones, one featuring a heart symbol and the other with text lines.]
			Alcatraz Island /ˈal-kə-ˌtraz ˈī-lənd/ noun: An island off the coast of San Francisco, home to the foreboding remains of a maximum-security prison that are now a hugely popular tourist attraction. Alcatraz Federal Penitentiary, a.k.a. The Rock, operated from 1934 to 1963, and the island is no longer home to criminals—just a bunch of birds, rodents, and salamanders who never did anything wrong in their lives.

			Alhambra /al-ˈham-brə/ noun: A fortified hilltop palace complex in Granada, Spain, most of which was built during the 14th century when Granada was an Islamic emirate. These intricately decorated palaces feature carved Arabic calligraphy, arches, arches, and more arches, and mathematically generated tile patterns. See, math is useful!
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			all-inclusive /ˌȯl-in-ˈklü-siv/ adjective: A term describing certain resort or vacation packages in which seemingly everything is paid for—except for all the extra things you now want and need or have to have or else what’s the point of even being here, Josh?

			altitude sickness /ˈal-tə-ˌtüd ˈsik-nəs/ noun: A collection of symptoms, such as headaches, dizziness, and fatigue, that tend to affect the human body when it travels to locations above 8,000 feet or so. This condition is usually bothersome rather than debilitating, unless you go very high very fast. Symptoms may be difficult to detect until one takes a few sips of wine at a mountaintop ski lodge and feels a liiiiittle woozy all of a sudden, whewww, it’s pretty warm in here, huh? Pret-ty warm indeed—is my face red? The floor feels so weird, is it sinking?
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			amenity /ə-ˈme-nə-tē/ noun: A resource that a hotel makes available to you when you stay there. A bed is an obvious one, as are a pillow, sheets, towels, and toilet paper. Sometimes the provided amenities are baffling. There may be an iron, but no ironing board. Is it a mind game? The beginning of a fabled quest? Call the front desk to find out.
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			Angkor Wat /ˈaŋ-ˌkȯr ˈwät/ noun: A 12th-century Cambodian temple complex, now in a state of fascinating ruin and a major tourist destination. Over the centuries, roots of banyan trees have slithered around the temples, simultaneously overpowering and fortifying them as they crumble. It’s a transfixing reminder of the awesome power of nature. Watch out for the local monkeys, who have zero qualms about stealing your stuff while you’re standing there all transfixed. (And don’t feed the little thieves; it only encourages them.)

			Antarctica /ˌant-ˈärk-ti-kə/ noun: The coldest, driest, most remote continent on Earth. (Driest, even though it’s 98 percent ice, a.k.a. water? Make it make sense!) Not the most logical travel destination if you’re into sun, sand, and the existence of even one hotel. Also not the quickest or smoothest trip: The cruise ship option from Argentina passes through the notoriously rough Drake Passage for an entire 48 hours. But once you get to the astounding icebergs, glaciers, and penguins, all the logistical stuff fades away. Just pack properly; don’t be like the early 20th-century explorers who arrived with a few woolen pullovers and 37 tins of corned beef.

			armrest /ˈärm-ˌrest/ noun: The raised surface on both sides of an airplane seat where, in theory, a traveler rests their arms. “Arms,” plural, is misleading; it is only ever acceptable to use both armrests if there is no one next to you. Prevailing philosophy holds that the occupant of the middle seat gets automatic access to both armrests, since middle-seat travel is miserable enough without having to keep one’s hands within the confines of the too-narrow seat. There is, however, a little-used egalitarian alternative that renders the issue moot while making everyone uncomfortable: Raise the armrests.

			See also: middle seat

			August /ˈȯ-gəst/ noun: 1. The eighth month of the year in the Gregorian calendar. 2. An odd time to visit Paris. While major tourist attractions are open, expect to gaze forlornly through the locked glass doors of that cute little boulangerie across from the hotel. Like so many other Parisians in August, the owners have taken the month off. They’re probably sunning themselves somewhere on the French Riviera, blissfully oblivious of your desperate need for mille-feuille.

			Autobahn /ˈȯ-tō-ˌbän/ noun: A German highway system spanning over 8,000 miles and known primarily for its complete absence of a speed limit on most of those miles, a prospect terrible to some and terribly enticing to others. If your quest to achieve godlike status requires that you scream past other drivers in a rented Audi at 100 mph, the left lane of the Autobahn is for you. Those who prefer to cruise at a modest 80 mph should stick to the middle and right lanes. 
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“Sly, witty, and filled with the kind of insights you only get from
long layovers and angry TSA agents. A gem!”

—DYLAN THURAS, cofounder of Atlas Obscura
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