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			To my sister, Madeline,  and all the humor she brings into my world.
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			Foreword

			In recent years, the popularity of birding has exploded. With this renewed enthusiasm has  come an increase in the number of high-quality books on the subject, from field guides to natural histories to ruminations on the sociocultural impacts of birds. 

			This book is not one of them. 

			What you hold in your hands is a dictionary  of birding terms. While the terminology is correct, the definitions are often spurious or, worse yet, silly. I sent the author several letters by certified mail expressing my concerns; after many months, I finally received a single envelope in return. It contained three brown feathers and a clump of common yard grass. I suspect the author may be a goose.

			As such, I cannot recommend this volume to any birder who, like me, lacks a sense of humor or a penchant for the absurd. For the joyless among us, I suggest you purchase my deeply researched work, Lifestyles of Left-footed Sparrows of the Iberian Peninsula. It is available for the reasonable price of $5,890.99 (shipping not included).

			Sincerely, 

			Professor Hallux A. Whitewash

			Hemispingus University // Patagonia, AZ
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		adorbler /ə-ˈdȯr-blər/ noun: Any bird in the WOOD-WARBLER family Parulidae. (The term was coined by author Jeff VanderMeer.) Wood-warblers are small, round, and often brightly colored, and their cuteness is powerful enough to overwhelm even the most hardened soul. You can detect the presence of Adorblers by paying attention to the calls of nearby birders; listen for phrases such as “Oh hello, little buddy” and “Well, look at you,” as well as a soft, high-pitched eeeeeee.
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			alcid /ˈal-səd/ noun: One of a group of bird species in the family Alcidae, which includes auklets, murres, murrelets, guillemots, and puffins. Many alcids look like someone put men’s formal wear on a potato. 
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			alpha code /ˈal-fə ˌkōd/ noun: A four-letter abbreviation of a bird’s common name. Also known as a bird code or banding code, it’s part of a system of standardized abbreviations that enable birders, ornithologists, and bird banders to take speedy notes and otherwise communicate quickly. For example, the Scale-crested Pygmy-Tyrant has an ungainly name, but you can use the alpha code system and shorten it to SCPT. Some alpha codes are straightforward, like RUFF for Ruff and OVEN for Ovenbird. Some are cute, like BABE for Barred Becard, BUFF for Bufflehead, and WHIM for Whimbrel. Some are confusing, like DOVE for Dovekie (which is not a dove) and CROW for Crested Owl (which is not a crow). Some are unfortunate, like LEAK for Lesser ‘Akialoa, BLOW for Bare-legged Owl, and GASH for Galapagos Shearwater. The code for Dickcissel is exactly what you think it would be.



			altricial /al-ˈtri-shəl/ adjective: Hatching out naked and helpless. An altricial chick is unable to walk, care for itself, or perceive the world in a meaningful way. Like a human baby, it’s a feeble lump that can only yell and defecate, and yet it’s still somehow incredibly cute.
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			American Robin /ə-ˈmer-ə-kən ˈrä-bən/ noun: A device that converts worms into 100-decibel songs outside your bedroom at 4 a.m.
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			Anhinga /an-ˈhiŋ-gə/ noun: A winged creature that can swim with neutral buoyancy, stab its prey to death, launch itself into the air from a submerged position, and soar thousands of feet in the sky. The Anhinga may look like a garden hose attached to a chicken, but only fools underestimate it.



	
		anting /ˈan-tiŋ/ noun: A fascinating behavior in which a bird lies down among a nest of ants and allows the insects to crawl all over it, or actively picks up ants in its bill and rubs them on its feathers until it is, presumably, all nice and anty. Ornithologists have advanced many explanations for anting, but it’s possible that birds just like to mess with us.
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“A laugh-out-loud funny guide to the ludicrously amazing
and amazingly ludicrous world of birds and birders.”

—ED YONG, author of An Immense World
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