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How to use this book



Introduction

This book covers the subject content, from an Eastern religious perspective, for the Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies qualification. The book spans the whole of the philosophical and ethical core content, and the Christianity core course content. It also includes material for the study of the three religious traditions of Buddhism, Hinduism and Sikhism.

The book is set out in the order of the Eduqas specification to help students and teachers work through any course of study in specification order. Some teachers may prefer to start their programme of study with religious beliefs, teachings and practices, before moving on to philosophical and ethical themes.

The book includes information on all of the Key Concepts and detailed content for each part of the specification.

There is some inclusion of references to relevant sources of wisdom and authority, including scripture and/or sacred texts.

There is no choice of questions in any of the three Eduqas examination papers; all questions are compulsory.

In your course of study, there are some important things you might need to consider about religious belief and practice in Great Britain today.


	•  This book takes account of the changing landscape of religious belief and practice in Great Britain. Christianity was traditionally the main religion in Britain, but today there is great diversity of belief and practice.

	•  All of the six main world faiths are practised by people in Britain.

	•  Within different religions there is some diversity of belief and practice.

	•  Many people claim to have no religious belief and practise no religion, and may describe themselves as atheists, agnostics or humanists.





What is the assessment structure?

The assessment structure for the GCSE Religious Studies qualification requires students to complete three component examination papers.


Component 1

Component 1 is the compulsory study of religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world. It adopts a distinctive issues-based approach. This component consists of four themes. These themes are:


	•  Relationships

	•  Life and death

	•  Good and evil

	•  Human rights



Each theme is covered in detail in this textbook for each of the four religions.

The length of the examination paper for this component is two hours.

In response to question (c), you need to be able to reference your answers to two different religions or two religious traditions.

In response to question 2(d), you need to be able to reference your answers to religion and belief and non-religious belief.

This component is worth 50 per cent of the total marks.



Component 2

Component 2 is the compulsory study of Christianity. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and practices of Christianity.

The length of the examination paper for this component is one hour.

This component is worth 25 per cent of the total marks.



Component 3

Component 3 is the study of one optional religion. The focus of this component is on the beliefs, teachings and practices of the chosen world faith.

The length of the examination paper for this component is one hour.

This component is worth 25 per cent of the total marks.




Assessment objectives

In each component there are different types of questions on the examination paper to assess the two different assessment objectives. The assessment objectives are referred to as AO1 and AO2 in the specification. (AO means assessment objective.) The two different assessment objectives test different dimensions of your religious knowledge and understanding.

In the GCSE examinations, each assessment objective is worth 50 per cent of the total mark.


Assessment Objective 1

You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:


	•  religion and belief*, including belief, practices and sources of authority

	•  the influence on individuals, communities and societies

	•  similarities and differences within and/or between religions and beliefs.



The form of questions for this assessment objective will vary, but common rubric instructions for this assessment objective are:


	•  State …

	•  Define/What is meant by …?

	•  Describe …

	•  Explain …





Assessment Objective 2

You need to analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief*, including their significance and influence.

The form of question for this assessment objective will provide you with a statement followed by the rubric instruction:
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Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)
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Answering the questions

It is important to know the structure of the exam paper and the types of questions that will be asked. In each of the units you study, there will be examples of exam questions and reminders of how to answer them. At the end of each unit, there will be some exam-style questions with points to consider when answering them.

For all exam questions, consider two things:


	•  How many marks are awarded for the question? This will help you consider how much time should be spent on your answer and the depth you should give in your answer.

	•  What is the question asking you to do? No question will ever ask you to write all that you know! What are the most important words in the question? Remember, you can highlight them on the exam paper to help you focus on what the question is asking.



It is important to remember that there are four types of question ((a), (b), (c) and (d), see below). The maximum number of marks is stated in brackets after the question – for example, [5]. The space in your exam booklet will give you an idea of how much to write. There is never a compulsion or expectation to fill all of the lines; quality is always more important than quantity. It is also important to be familiar with the marking schemes (see below) before the exam so you can see what is required for each of the mark bands.


Question (a)

These are always the first questions in each unit and there are two marks available. They ask you to define what a given key concept means. Your explanation can include an example.

Throughout the book you will find definitions and examples of all the Key Concepts. You will find there are eight or nine each for the Philosophy and Ethics areas you are studying, eight for Christianity and eight for your chosen second religion.

Remember, there are only two marks available for these questions, so it is important you are able to give an accurate definition that is to the point. Examples of (a) type questions and how to answer them can be found on pages 81, 249, 302 and 338.


Mark scheme




	Give one mark to candidates who provide an account limited in scope or content.



	Give two marks to candidates who make an accurate and appropriate account of the concept and/or provide an accurate and relevant example.








Question (b)

In these questions, you will be expected to describe a particular religious teaching or view. There is a maximum of five marks for this type of question. To gain full marks, you should be able to show your knowledge using appropriate religious terms and any relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.


Mark scheme




	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total





	3
	An excellent, coherent answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	4–5



	2
	A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.

	2–3



	1
	A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.

	1



	0
	No relevant information provided.
	0








Question (c)

These questions expect you to ‘explain’ a key practice, belief* or issue in the religions you have studied. There is a maximum of eight marks for this type of question. To gain full marks, you should be able to show a detailed knowledge which shows diversity** of opinion or practices. You need to use appropriate religious terms and relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.


Mark scheme




	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total





	4
	An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	7–8



	3
	A very good, detailed explanation showing knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately.

	5–6



	2
	A good, generally accurate explanation showing some knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.

	3–4



	1
	A limited and/or poorly organised explanation showing limited knowledge and understanding of the diversity of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.

	1–2



	0
	No relevant information provided.
	0








Question (d)

These are very important questions as they are worth 15 marks. The question requires you to read and understand a statement and then discuss it.
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Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)

(15)
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For each question, consider:


	•  How many marks? The question is worth 15 marks and therefore is worth half of the marks for each unit. It is important to consider what you are going to include in your answer before you begin.

	•  What is the question asking you to do? In the question you are asked to include some different viewpoints. These do not need to be contrasting, such as two points for and two against, but must be different. The answer must also include religion and belief in the answer.



All (d) questions can include non-religious beliefs but Life and death (d) questions must also include non-religious beliefs.

Throughout the book, there are exemplar questions, answers and tasks which will help you to practise answering (a), (b), (c) and (d) questions. There are also tasks which will help you develop the skills you need for the examination:


	•  using religious and sacred text references

	•  using religious language and terms

	•  showing the diversity of beliefs and practices within a religious tradition

	•  answering questions on people and organisations.





Question 1(d), 3(d) and 4(d)


Mark scheme




	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total





	5
	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints.
An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	13–15



	4
	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints.
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail.

	10–12



	3
	A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise alternative or different viewpoints.
A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	7–9



	2
	Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements.
A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Uses limited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of wisdom and authority.

	4–6



	1
	A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different viewpoints.
Tenuous attempt or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	1–3



	0
	No relevant point of view stated.
	0








Question 2(d)


Mark scheme




	Band
	Band descriptor
	Mark total





	5
	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on detailed knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints. An excellent understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
An excellent, highly detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.

	13–15



	4
	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements and present alternative or different viewpoints.
A very good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies. A very good, detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.

Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority appropriately and in detail.

	10–12



	3
	A good, generally detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on a generally accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate reasonable judgements and recognise alternative or different viewpoints. A good understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
A good, reasonably detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.

Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	7–9



	2
	Limited statement(s) of more than one viewpoint based on limited knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning to formulate judgements. A limited understanding of how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
A limited consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.

Uses limited religious/specialist language, terms and/or few sources of wisdom and authority.

	4–6



	1
	A poor, basic statement of a point of view and a very limited attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer alternative or different viewpoints. Tenuous attempt or no attempt made to demonstrate how belief influences individuals, communities and societies.
A very basic consideration or no consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.

Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	1–3



	0
	No relevant point of view stated.
	0








Additional note

The complete Eduqas specification is available on the Eduqas website.

There are a variety of digital resources and other materials to support the teaching of this specification on the Eduqas website.

Further information may be found in the specification content about alternative routes through the specification based on the study of other world faiths (Islam and Judaism) not included in this textbook.

There is also information about an alternative Catholic route (Route B) through the specification.



Spelling, punctuation and grammar

Your ability to spell, punctuate and use grammar (SPaG) accurately in your writing is assessed in part (d) of question 1 in Components 1 and 2. The total marks available for SPaG amount to 5 per cent of the sum of all marks available for AO1 and AO2, i.e. 12 marks. This means that a maximum of six marks are awarded for SPaG in each of Components 1 and 2. SPaG is not assessed in Component 3, and no marks are deducted for poor SPaG.

Be careful to spell correctly words that are commonly used in religious discussion – for example, belief, atheist and commitment. Punctuate accurately by, for instance, using commas, apostrophes and quotation marks appropriately. Ensure that sentences are constructed so that they contain a subject and a predicate. Avoid using bullet points in preference to extended prose.

Use of specialist terminology, in particular the Key Concepts, is assessed in all questions in all papers.


Mark scheme




	High performance
	Learners spell and punctuate with consistent accuracy. Learners use rules of grammar with effective control of meaning overall.
	5–6 marks



	Intermediate performance
	Learners spell and punctuate with considerable accuracy. Learners use rules of grammar with general control of meaning overall.
	3–4 marks



	Threshold performance
	Learners spell and punctuate with reasonable accuracy. Learners use rules of grammar with some control of meaning and any errors do not significantly hinder meaning overall.
	1–2 marks



	 
	The learner writes nothing. The learner’s response does not relate to the question. The learner’s achievement in SPaG does not reach the threshold performance band, e.g. errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar severely hinder meaning.
	0 marks








Footnotes

* The term ‘belief’ includes religious and non-religious belief as appropriate to the subject content requirements.

**Diversity is only explicitly requested in Component 1(c) questions, and this marking band refers to those questions only. The (c) questions for Components 2 and 3 do not demand diverse views.
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