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Introduction

Audio files and transcripts

Follow the link below to download audio files and transcripts for all the listening questions in this guide:

www.hoddereducation.co.uk/edexcel_mfl_srg_audio

Exam overview

Below are details of the examinations for the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Spanish 9–1 (4SP1). There are three different papers, with each of the four skill areas worth 25% of the total GCSE.


•  Paper 1: Listening

•  Paper 2: Reading and Writing

•  Paper 3: Speaking



Paper 1: Listening


•  Marks: 40

•  Time: 30 minutes

•  There will be seven recorded texts, each with one task.

•  You will hear each text twice.

•  The examination will begin with shorter statements, which build into short paragraphs and longer conversations.

•  Task types include multiple-choice, multiple-matching, note-taking, table-completion and gap-fill questions.



Paper 2: Reading and Writing


•  Marks: 80

•  Time: 1 hour 45 minutes (52 minutes for each section)

•  There will be five reading tasks, each based around a collection of short texts or a longer single text, including some drawn from authentic sources.

•  The tasks include multiple-choice, multiple-matching, note-taking, table-completion and gap-fill questions. Grammatical accuracy will not be assessed and correct spelling is not a requirement, as long as the response can be understood.

•  There will also be three writing tasks.

•  For the first writing task you will be asked to write 60–75 words in response to the question, making sure you include the four words provided.

•  For the second writing task you will be able to choose from three questions, one of which has a photo. You will need to write 130–150 words in response to the question, addressing four bullet points.

•  The third writing task is a grammar task where you will have to adapt adjectives and verbs.



Paper 3: Speaking


•  Marks: 40

•  Time: 8–10 minutes

•  The examination is made up of three tasks, in two parts.

•  Three distinct topics will be examined across these tasks.



Task A (picture-based discussion)


•  Marks: 12

•  Time: approx. 2–3 minutes

•  You must respond to five unsighted questions on a photo you have found yourself in advance.



Tasks B and C (conversations on topics)


•  Marks: 28

•  Time: 7 minutes maximum

•  You will discuss two topics selected by the teacher.



How to use this book

This Study and Revision Guide covers the four topic areas from the Edexcel International specification, along with the key grammar required. The guide follows the same structure as the Student Book, but each unit can equally be studied whenever it suits you best, i.e. you could use a section for pre-study, reinforcement or revision of any given topic at any time. See the Contents list to find which section you are looking for.

The guide covers key grammar points alongside topic-related vocabulary, which can be used to help you practise speaking and writing tasks as well as understanding listening and reading tasks. Each unit includes two examples of an examination-style task, one a worked example and one at the back of the book for you to work on individually. Answers are provided for all the tasks. As well as the examination-style tasks, each unit also has additional tasks to help improve your skills and abilities as you work towards the examination.

Throughout this guide, there are Revision tips offering suggestions and ideas to help you revise and make the most of your time while revising Spanish. There is also a selection of Common pitfalls across the topic areas. Alongside the examination tasks, there are also Exam tips to help you focus on what is required for the different task types.

Work your way through this book, copying down any vocabulary or grammar points which you find particularly useful. Organise it in the way you find easiest to remember, perhaps using different colours to highlight significant items.

Here are some ideas to get you started.
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1A House and home

Key vocabulary



	abajo
	downstairs



	al aire libre
	in the open air



	la alfombra
	rug



	el armario
	wardrobe



	arriba
	upstairs



	el balcón
	balcony



	la calefacción
	heating



	cálido/a
	warm



	la cama
	bed



	la casa
	house



	el cuadro
	painting



	el cuarto de baño
	bathroom



	el dormitorio
	bedroom



	la ducha
	shower



	eléctrico/a
	electric



	la estantería
	shelf/shelving



	la habitación
	room



	el jardín
	garden



	el lavaplatos
	dishwasher



	la mesa
	table



	el microondas
	microwave



	la planta
	floor



	la silla
	chair



	la terraza
	terrace



	tradicional
	traditional
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REVISION TIP

To memorise vocabulary effectively, find a method that works best for you, such as using sticky notes, flashcards or mind maps. Make a list of new topic vocabulary each week and reuse some of the words in your speaking and writing. Remember — you can’t cram it all in just before the exam.
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Adjectives

Adjectives in Spanish are usually placed after the noun they describe:



	•  una casa grande
	a big house



	•  un piso limpio
	a clean apartment




Adjectives ending in -o (masculine) or -a (feminine), add -s for the plural.
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Adjectives that end in any other vowel or a consonant have the same form for masculine and feminine in the singular and the plural form, though in the plural, -es is added to adjectives that end in a consonant.
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Adjectives ending in -or add -a for the feminine singular, -es for the masculine plural and -as for the feminine plural:
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Adjectives ending in a -z change the -z to a -c in the plural:
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TEST YOURSELF QUESTION

Escucha la conversación entre dos amigos, Francisco y Laica, sobre la casa nueva de Francisco, luego lee las frases 1–6. Cada frase contiene un error. Identifica el error y corrígelo, escribiendo la palabra correcta.


Ejemplo: Francisco vive en el norte sur de España.




1  Es una casa moderna de dos plantas.

2  Arriba hay una cocina grande.

3  En el salón siempre hace frío.

4  Mi dormitorio es la habitación más grande de la casa.

5  En mi dormitorio hay una cama individual.

6  La terraza es ideal si quieres jugar al aire libre.
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Key vocabulary



	la actividad
	activity



	algo
	something



	bailar
	to dance



	charlar
	to chat



	cocinar
	to cook



	creativo/a
	creative



	cultivar
	to grow



	disfrutar de
	to enjoy



	dormir
	to sleep



	escuchar
	to listen to



	la flor
	flower



	hacer
	to do, to make



	el/la hermanastro/a
	stepbrother, stepsister



	jugar a un videojuego
	to play a videogame



	leer
	to read



	la música
	music



	ordenado/a
	tidy, organised



	el ordenador
	computer



	pasar tiempo
	to spend time



	permitir
	to allow



	relajante
	relaxing



	ruidoso/a
	loud



	soler (suelo)
	to usually do



	solo/a
	alone



	tranquilo
	calm, quiet
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Present tense — regular verbs

The present tense is formed by removing the -ar, -er or -ir of the infinitive form of the verb and adding the appropriate endings below:
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The present tense is used to state what is happening right now, to describe habits and to provide general statements of fact:


Yo preparo la cena.

I’m making dinner.

Leemos novelas de ciencia ficción.

We read science fiction novels.

Bailan salsa en Colombia.

They dance salsa in Colombia.
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TEST YOURSELF QUESTION

Salvador, Federica, Lupita y Fermín describen las actividades que hacen en casa. Lee la información y contesta a las preguntas en español.


[image: ]

Salvador: Suelo cocinar tres o cuatro veces a la semana. Lo bueno es que en mi opinión es una actividad relajante y creativa, aunque los ingredientes cuestan mucho.
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Federica: En casa, paso mucho tiempo en mi dormitorio. Es tranquilo y muy bien ordenado. Aquí prefiero leer una novela o jugar a un videojuego o charlar un poco con amigos. En mi opinión, es bueno estar sola a veces.
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Lupita: Desafortunadamente, mi casa no tiene jardín, pero en la primera planta hay una terraza pequeña con muchas flores diferentes. Además, mi padre y yo tenemos la intención de cultivar verduras aquí. ¡Qué interesante!
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Fermín: La verdad es que en mi casa siempre hay algo que hacer porque vivo con mis padres, mis dos hermanos y mis tres hermanastras. Por lo general, escuchamos música pop porque a mis hermanastras les gusta bailar.

[image: ]




1  ¿Con qué frecuencia cocina Salvador?

2  Según Salvador, ¿cuál es la desventaja de cocinar?

3  ¿Cuál es la actividad preferida de Federica?

4  ¿Por qué no charla mucho con sus amigos?

5  ¿Qué hay en la terraza de la casa de Lupita?

6  ¿Qué van a hacer Lupita y su padre en la terraza?

7  ¿Cómo sabemos que la familia de Fermín es bastante numerosa?

8  ¿Qué hacen las hermanastras de Fermín cuando escuchan música pop?
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EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

Mi casa
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aspecto
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habitaciones favoritas
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actividades familiares
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casa ideal
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Escribe entre 60 y 75 palabras en español sobre “Mi casa”. Debes utilizar todas las palabras mencionadas arriba.

[10]

Sample answer

Mi casa es bastante grande. Es antigua, pero tiene un aspecto muy bonito. Tiene tres plantas y muchas habitaciones.
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This is a successful answer to the first point, with lots of relevant information and no errors.

[image: ]



Mi casa tiene un salón, una cocina, un comedor, un cuarto de baño y tres dormitorios.
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This answer is much less successful. The rooms in the house are simply listed, and there is no reference to favourite rooms.
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Los fines de semana, mi hermano jugar a los videojuegos en el salón y mi padre cocinar platos deliciosos. ¡Es muy creativo!


[image: ]

This is a reasonable effort as communication is achieved, though both attempts at verbs in the third person of the present tense are inaccurate (mi hermano juega a los videojuegos, mi padre cocina platos deliciosos).
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Mi casa ideal sería grande, y cinco dormitorios y un salón grande y un muy bonito jardín.


[image: ]

The correct use of sería is a very good start to this answer, but there is too much repetition of the connector y and one example of incorrect word order (it should be un jardín muy bonito).
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EXAM TIP

Answer each point carefully. It is tempting to write lots in response to topic areas you like and ignore the ones you don’t, but doing so will make your answer unbalanced and you won’t reach the higher mark bands.
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Turn to page 108 for more practice of this style of writing question.
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1B School life and routine

Key vocabulary



	aburrido/a
	boring



	la asignatura
	school subject



	la biología
	biology



	las ciencias
	science



	complejo/a
	complex



	el coro
	choir



	los deberes
	homework



	el descanso
	break



	el dibujo
	art



	la educación física
	physical education



	entretenido/a
	entertaining



	el español
	Spanish



	estudiar
	to study



	explicar
	to explain



	extraescolar
	extracurricular



	fácil
	easy



	el inglés
	English



	el instituto
	school



	la jornada escolar
	school day



	las matemáticas (mates)
	maths



	mixto/a
	mixed



	la pérdida (de tiempo)
	waste (of time)



	el/la profesor(a)
	teacher



	la química
	chemistry



	el recreo
	second break (longer than descanso)



	el taller
	club, workshop



	el teatro
	drama
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The definite article

In Spanish, the definite article (‘the’) is el/los for the masculine form, e.g. el profesor/ los profesores) and la/las for the feminine, e.g. la asignatura/las asignaturas.

When the preposition a or de precedes the masculine singular article el, both combine to form the contracted articles al and del:


Vamos a el al instituto.

We go to school.

Salgo de el del estadio.

I am leaving the stadium.



Note also that the definite article is used in Spanish but not in English for:


•  nouns used in a general sense:




Detesto la biología.

I hate biology.




•  days of the week:




el martes

on Tuesday




•  percentages:




el 40% de los estudiantes

40% of students
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TEST YOURSELF QUESTION

Escucha la conversación entre Manuel e Irene sobre el instituto. Lee las ocho frases y escoge las cinco frases correctas según lo que oyes.


1  Irene va a un instituto mixto.

2  La profesora de teatro es muy buena.

3  Hay un coro cada jueves.

4  Irene casi nunca tiene deberes de inglés.

5  Manuel tiene una opinión positiva de su instituto.

6  Piensa que todas sus asignaturas son difíciles.

7  Manuel va a viajar mucho cuando sea mayor.

8  ¡No tiene tiempo para descansar!
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REVISION TIP

When practising listening tasks, instead of marking your answers, noting your score and moving on, go through them carefully and identify any information you missed. Ask yourself what you could do better next time and make a note of new words.
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Key vocabulary



	el/la alumno/a
	pupil



	ancho/a
	wide



	antiguo/a
	old



	aprobar
	to pass (an exam)



	el aula
	classroom



	la biblioteca
	library



	cambiar
	to change



	la cancha
	pitch, court



	la cantina
	canteen



	ecológico/a
	eco-friendly



	estrecho/a
	narrow



	el/la estudiante
	student



	estudiar
	to study



	el gimnasio
	gym



	el horario
	timetable



	las instalaciones
	facilities



	el laboratorio
	laboratory



	limpio/a
	clean



	nuevo/a
	new



	el patio
	yard



	la pizarra
	whiteboard



	la sala de profesores
	staffroom



	el salón de actos
	theatre hall



	sucio/a
	dirty



	la ventana
	window
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Radical-changing verbs in the present tense

Radical-changing verbs make changes to the ‘root’ or ‘stem’ of the verb. All -ar, -er and -ir radical-changing verbs affect all persons apart from the first (nosotros) and second (vosotros) plural.

The three most common types of radical-changing verbs are e > ie, e > i and o > ue.
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Some examples of common radical-changing verbs are:


•  e > ie: comenzar, empezar, entender, querer, recomendar, sentir, e.g comienzo

•  e > i: competir, despedirse, impedir, servir, vestir, e.g. compito

•  o > ue: acostarse, doler, probar, recordar, soler, e.g. me acuesto
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TEST YOURSELF QUESTION
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Escribe un email a tu amigo/a colombiano/a sobre tu instituto. Escribe más de 100 palabras en total. Incluye información sobre:


•  el nombre del instituto, el número de estudiantes aproximado, la localización y el aspecto del edificio

•  las instalaciones que tiene (por ejemplo, el número de aulas, las instalaciones deportivas, la cantina etc.)

•  lo bueno del instituto en tu opinión

•  lo que cambiarías del instituto y lo que preferirías
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Palabras claves



	se llama
	it is called



	está
	it is (for location)



	es
	it is (for general description)



	tiene
	it has



	hay
	there is/are



	lo bueno es que
	the good thing is that



	cambiaría
	I would change



	preferiría
	I would prefer
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REVISION TIP

For writing tasks, try to learn a handful of impressive expressions that you can call upon regardless of the subject matter. Que yo sepa (as far as I know), me parece que (it seems to me that) mientras que (whereas) and aunque (although) are just some examples of expressions that extend your sentences and improve the quality of your writing.
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EXAM-STYLE QUESTION

Pon una equis X en la casilla apropiada.
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¡El nuevo instituto de secundaria!

IES María Moliner tiene capacidad para un máximo de 950 estudiantes. Hay dos plantas, jardines exteriores, una cancha de baloncesto, un campo de fútbol y una piscina cubierta donde los alumnos pueden practicar la natación de lunes a viernes.

En la planta baja están las aulas de informática muy bien equipadas y un salón de actos. En la primera planta hay varios laboratorios y tres aulas especiales para la asignatura de dibujo y plástica.

Además, María Moliner es un instituto especializado en los idiomas. Es posible estudiar el inglés, francés y alemán, pero también otros idiomas del mundo como el chino o el japonés.
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(a)  El instituto tiene capacidad para…





	
    A  mil estudiantes.
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    B  más de mil estudiantes.
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    C  casi mil estudiantes.
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    D  miles de estudiantes.
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Option B is incorrect. The school’s capacity is 950 students, so option C — almost a thousand students — is the correct answer. It is important to be confident with numbers and comparisons (más de = more than, menos de = less than).
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(b)  Fuera del instituto hay…





	
    A  dos plantas.
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    B  muchas aulas.
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    C  jardines.
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    D  laboratorios.
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Option C is the correct answer.
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(c)  Es posible practicar la natación…





	
    A  todos los días.
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    B  aun si llueve.
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    C  el fin de semana.
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    D  los sábados.
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Option A is incorrect. The text states that the pool is open Monday to Friday, so this excludes weekends and therefore rules out options A and C. Option B (‘even’ if it rains’) is the correct answer as the pool is covered.
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(d)  En la planta baja del instituto hay…





	
    A  dos piscinas.
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    B  varios laboratorios.
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    C  muchos ordenadores.
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    D  mucho plástico.


	[image: ]
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Option C is the correct answer.
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(e)  Hay aulas especiales…





	
    A  si quieres pintar.


	[image: ]




	
    B  en la planta baja.


	[image: ]




	
    C  para estudiar idiomas.
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    D  para todas las asignaturas.
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Option A is the correct answer.
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(f)  Se puede estudiar…





	
    A  idiomas de Asia.
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    B  solo idiomas europeos.
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    C  el italiano.
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    D  el portugués.
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Option B is incorrect. It is likely that a student may choose this option if they do not know that solo means ‘only’. Option A is the correct one, as two Asian languages can be studied at the school.
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EXAM TIP

For multiple-choice tasks, good exam technique can lead you to the correct answer. If you don’t know a particular word or expression in option A, B, C or D, focus on what you do know and try to reach the correct answer by a process of elimination. Also remember that the correct option sometimes needs to you infer. The most obvious option is rarely the right one!
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Turn to page 108 for more practice of this style of reading question.
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