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INTRODUCTION

National 5 Modern Studies

Welcome to your revision of National 5 Modern Studies.

Working your way through this Exam Practice book should help you to maximise your marks in the knowledge and understanding and evaluating sources sections of your SQA exam.

Section 1 will provide general advice on what is required for the five styles of questions you will answer (describe, explain, support and oppose views, provide support for valid conclusions, and give justification for decisions). This will include exemplar student answers with relevant advice on what you need to do to improve your grades, followed by a range of exam questions with marked examples on pages 3–21.

Section 2 includes two full exam papers with marking instructions for you to practise on. You may wish to time yourself to make sure that you can answer questions in the time allotted. This will improve your time management and help you avoid having to rush your questions, or even worse, miss out some questions.

A summary of the exam course follows but, first, here are some common-sense tips to prepare you for the exam.

Study skills – what you need to know to pass exams

When you study and revise, do you use the time wisely and productively, or do you find you cannot concentrate and look for excuses to do something else instead?

Start your revision in good time and do not leave it to the last moment. Make a revision timetable that sets out a balanced plan of study and ‘you time’.

So, good – you have started early! This gives you time to organise the first stage of revision. You should use the following: an up-to-date textbook, class notes/handouts and slide shows. Find a copy of the course outlines of the topics your exam will cover – you should make sure that there are no gaps in your knowledge and skills.

Make sure you know what to expect in the exam by being able to answer the following:


•  What type of questions will be asked, and how much time should you devote to each question?

•  Which topics are your strongest and which are your weakest?



How the exam paper is structured

You are now ready to begin the second stage. You should make short summary notes from your textbook or course materials for each of your three topics. You may type them out or write them using different-coloured pens. Remember to use mind-maps etc., as these are excellent memory aids. This will be time-consuming, but will be worth it as these will be the only notes you will use for your future knowledge revision. You should also practise skills-based questions from previous exam papers.

You are now ready for the third stage, which will take place close to your exam. Research has shown that we feel more positive and retain information better if we are active. Music stimulates the brain and provides a good feeling. So you could begin each revision session by walking or dancing around your room, listening to your favourite songs. Try it, it works! Sitting gazing at notes will lead to daydreaming – your mind will wander and you will find it hard to focus.

‘The thing that matters most must never be at the mercy of the things that matter the least.’

JW von Goethe (nineteenth-century German writer)

Personal checklist/action plan


•  Get your materials ready.

•  Always know what you are trying to learn.

•  Get rid of distractions.

•  Maintain focus.

•  Think about it.

•  Revise from the beginning.

•  Take notes.

•  Use this book to Practise, Practise, Practise!
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Your National 5 Modern Studies award is an externally marked assessment. It consists of two parts:

National 5 question paper: 80 marks

National 5 assignment: 20 marks

The marks you achieve in the question paper and assignment are added together and an overall mark will indicate a pass or fail. From this, your course award will then be graded.
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The exam

The exam paper is split into three sections:


•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom

•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom

•  International Issues.



You will usually have studied one topic from each of the three sections above, and the knowledge and understanding questions will be on the topics shown in the table below.
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To gain the course award, you must pass all units and course assessments.

The question paper

You will have 2 hours and 20 minutes to complete the question paper, with a total of 80 marks allocated. There are 30 marks available for evaluation of sources questions and 50 for knowledge and understanding questions. One section, for example Democracy in Scotland, may have 28 knowledge marks and the other two sections 26 knowledge marks each.

As stated, the paper will be divided into three sections. For each section, you will answer three knowledge and understanding questions and one evaluation of sources question. The three knowledge and understanding questions will be as follows:


•  Describe (worth either 4 or 6 marks)

For example:

Describe, in detail, two ways in which the police try to reduce crime levels.

6 marks

•  Explain (worth either 6 or 8 marks)

For example:

Explain, in detail, why many people in the UK live in poverty.

You should give a maximum of three reasons in your answer.

8 marks

•  Evaluation of sources (worth 10 marks each)

The three styles of questions are:




    •  Using a range of sources of information to support and oppose views, for example:

‘The 2015 General Election was a massive disappointment for the Labour Party.’ David Trotter




        –  Give evidence to support David Trotter’s view.

        –  Give evidence from the sources opposed to David Trotter’s view.




    •  Using a range of sources of information to give detailed justifications for decisions, for example:

Which option would you choose?

Give reasons to support your choice and explain why you did not choose the other option.

    •  Using a range of sources of information to give detailed support for valid conclusions, for example:

You should reach a conclusion about the Electoral College results of 2016 compared to 2012.



Good luck!
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