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INTRODUCTION

Higher Modern Studies

Welcome to your Essential Exam Practice for Higher Modern Studies. We hope that it will become an indispensable tool as you navigate through your revision for the Higher Modern Studies Exam Papers 1 and 2.

This book will show you how to unlock the specific types of exam questions that will appear in both papers, and equip you with the necessary knowledge, skills and experience to tackle both exam papers confidently.

The book contains two sections:


•  Section 1 gives guidance on how to answer each of the seven question types that you can expect to encounter in the exams. Model student answers make clear the range of marks awarded for various sentences, sections, paragraphs and complete responses.

•  Section 2 includes two full exam papers with complete marking instructions for you to attempt at home or in class. You may wish to time yourself to make sure that you can answer questions in the time allotted. This will improve your time management and help you avoid having to rush your questions, or even worse missing out some questions.



Here are some common-sense tips to prepare you for the exam.

Study skills – what you need to know to pass exams

So, you think you know how to revise and study effectively? Do you use the time wisely, or do you lose concentration and find excuses to do something else? The first step to improve your study skills involves the following points:


•  Start revision in good time and do not leave it to the last moment.

•  Make a revision timetable that balances time to study with time to relax.

•  Make sure you have a copy of an up-to-date textbook (The How to Pass Higher Modern Studies textbook would be a great addition), along with your class notes, handouts and PowerPoints.

•  Find a copy of the course outlines of the topics you will answer in your exam. The Course Assessment Specification on the SQA website will give you a great overview of the questions that could be asked. Read these carefully and make sure that there are no gaps in your knowledge and skills.



Make sure you know what to expect in the exam by having good knowledge of:


•  how the exam paper is structured

•  what type of questions will be asked

•  how much time you should devote to each question

•  which topics are your strongest and which are your weakest.



When planning your revision, you should make short summary notes from your textbook or course materials for each of your three topics. Remember to use memory aids such as mind-maps, flash cards and making notes in different-coloured ink. You should also practise skills-based questions.

Course components

Your final grade for Higher Modern Studies will be determined by three components. These are:
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There is a total of 110 marks available. The marks you receive for the three assessments will be added together to determine your final grade.

The grade boundaries are:


•  A = at least 77/110

•  B = at least 66/110

•  C = at least 55/110



The exam papers

Question paper 1

The first question paper requires you to answer one question from each of the three sections:


•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom

•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom

•  International Issues



There are a number of different options within each section.
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There are three questions on this paper. You will answer two 20-mark questions and one 12-mark question. The focus of the 12-mark questions should alter from section to section each year. However, there is no guarantee of this.

The exam is 1 hour and 45 minutes. This means you should allow 40 minutes per 20-mark question and 25 minutes for the 12-mark question. Effective time management is essential, and by sticking to these timings you will give yourself the best chance of completing the full question paper. Practising timed essays at home is a good way of improving your time management and ensuring you know exactly how long you have got to cover each question.

The different question types

To what extent

To what extent is social class the most important factor in influencing voting behaviour? (20 marks)

Discuss

‘Social class is the most important factor in influencing voting behaviour.’ Discuss. (20 marks)

Evaluate

Evaluate the importance of social class in voting behaviour. (12 marks)

Analyse

Analyse the impact of social class on voting behaviour. (12 marks)

Question paper 2

The second question paper requires you to answer three questions by interpreting and using a number of sources provided by the SQA.

There are three types of question:


•  An objectivity question, which involves detecting and explaining the degree of objectivity in the sources provided. This question is worth 10 marks.

•  A conclusion question, which involves drawing and supporting complex conclusions using a range of sources. This question is worth 10 marks.

•  A reliability question, where you must evaluate the reliability of a range of sources. This question is worth 8 marks.



You will have 1 hour and 15 minutes to attempt all three questions. This means you should spend 27 minutes on each 10-mark question, and 21 minutes on the 8-mark question.

This book will show you how to break down each of these questions and how to structure your answers effectively in order to maximise the marks and help you get the grade that you deserve.

All that is left to say is that we hope you enjoy the book and find it invaluable in steering you through Higher Modern Studies Question Papers 1 and 2. Do not let the book gather dust! Instead, allow it to be your constant revision companion and essential guide to doing very well in Higher Modern Studies.

Good luck!
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