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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


	•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book


This guide covers the synoptic topic of the Pearson Edexcel GCE A-level Psychology specification. This is Topic 9 and it is assessed by Paper 3.

Table 1 shows the overall A-level qualification. A-level Paper 1 examines the four topics from Year 1, Foundations of psychology. A-level Paper 2 covers Applications of psychology. A-level Paper 3 covers Psychological skills, including specifically method, studies, and issues and debates.


Table 1 Overview of A-level papers (bold indicates topics covered in this guide)


	A-level Year 1
	A-level Year 2





	Paper 1: social, cognitive, biological, learning (covered in Student Guide 1)
	Paper 2: clinical and one from criminological, child and health (covered in Student Guide 2)



	Paper 3: psychological skills (method, studies, issues and debates)
Paper 3 is a ‘revision’ paper. The material has already been covered throughout the course. It is a synoptic paper because you can be asked to draw on your learning across the course. This is what Student Guide 3 covers.






Aims

This guide is not a textbook — there is no substitute for reading the required material and taking notes. Nor does it tell you the actual questions on your paper. The aim of this guide is to provide you with a clear understanding of the requirements of A-level Paper 3, and to advise you on how best to meet these requirements. This guide will also help to an extent with Papers 1 and 2 because it covers Topic 9, which is a revision topic that draws your learning together. This guide looks at:


	•  the psychology you need to know about

	•  what you need to be able to do and what skills you need

	•  how you could go about learning the necessary material

	•  what is being examined, including mathematical skills

	•  what you should expect in the examination

	•  how you could tackle the different styles of exam question

	•  the format of the exam, including what questions might look like

	•  how questions might be marked, including examples of answers, with comments





How to use this guide

A good way of using this guide is to read it in the order in which it is presented. Alternatively, you can consider each area in the Content Guidance section, and then turn to a relevant question(s) in the Questions & Answers section to test your knowledge. Whichever way you use the guide, try some of the questions yourself to test your learning.
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Note that the Content Guidance section gives cross-references to questions in the Questions & Answers section, which provide more information on a particular area of content.
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Key terms

Definitions of key terms are included throughout this guide, where terms occur. Some terms in bold will be familiar to you and so they are not defined. Revisit terms that are not defined, if you need to.
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