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■ About this book

This guide covers the applications of the Pearson Edexcel A-level Psychology specification. It covers Topic 5 Clinical psychology (the compulsory application), and looks at Topics 6, 7 and 8 (three ‘option’ applications — criminological, child and health psychology — from which you must choose one). These are examined in A-level Paper 2. Clinical psychology carries 54 of the 90 marks in Paper 2 and has therefore been given more focus in this guide. (The option topics are each worth 36 marks.)

Aims

This guide is not a textbook — there is no substitute for reading the required material and taking notes. Nor does it tell you the actual questions in your exam paper. The aim of this guide is to provide you with a clear understanding of the requirements of A-level Paper 2, and to advise you on how best to meet these requirements. This guide looks at:

■   the psychology you need to know about

■   what you need to be able to do and what skills you need

■   how you could go about learning the necessary material

■   what is being examined, including mathematical skills

■   what you should expect in the examination

■   how you could tackle the different styles of exam question

■   the format of the exam, including what questions might look like

■   how questions might be marked, including examples of answers, with examiner’s comments

How to use this guide

A good way of using this guide is to read it through in the order in which it is presented (clinical and then your option). Alternatively, you can consider the clinical psychology topic in the Content Guidance section, and then turn to a relevant question in the Questions & Answers section. You can then repeat this with your option topic. You could work through the Knowledge checks to check your learning and look at all the Exam tips to find out more about revision and examination requirements. Check yourself on key terms using the definitions. Whichever way you use the guide, try some of the questions yourself to test your learning.


Note that the Content Guidance section gives cross-references to questions in the Questions & Answers section, which provide more information on a particular area of content.



Definition of key terms

Paper 2 key terms are defined in the glossary. Key terms you have already covered for Paper 1 are emboldened but not always defined. You should check your understanding of those using your textbook or another source.
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