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About this book

This guide covers the topics of Families and households and Beliefs in society in the AQA A-level specification 7192. The content reflects the linear structure of the course, where students have spent 2 years developing their sociological knowledge. The guide indicates and briefly explains and discusses those things that you should know and understand about these topics, but is intended to complement, not replace, your textbooks and class notes.

This guide is designed to help prepare students to answer all question types on Paper 2, Topics in Sociology. The question structures for the two topics are identical. This student guide provides examples of all questions for both topics.

How to use the book

The first main section of the book is Content Guidance. It follows the sequence of topics as they occur in the AQA specification, but it is not necessary to read them in this order, provided you make sure that you cover them all.

In your study of these topic areas you should examine the two core themes. These are:


•  socialisation, culture and identity

•  social differentiation, power and stratification



These are not things to be studied separately — rather, in your study of Families and households and Beliefs in society you should be aware of the two core themes running through the topics.

You should also be aware of both the evidence for and the sociological explanations of the content of these topics. This means that you must study the relevant sociological theories, perspectives and methods associated with these topics, as well as the design of the research used to obtain any data under consideration, including its strengths and limitations. The specification states that you should be involved with the research process and you should experience your own small-scale research, which you can mention in your answers where appropriate. In addition, you should be aware of the importance of conflict and consensus theories, social structure and social action, and the role of values.

Each section of the Content Guidance contains exam tips, knowledge checks and definitions of some key terms. Knowing and understanding the meaning of sociological concepts is an essential part of the whole course.

The second main section of the book contains Questions & Answers. At the beginning of this section are the three assessment objectives against which your exam answers will be judged, with some guidance regarding how to display the required skills, and also a list of command words, with explanations. The questions provided are in the style of the AQA exam for these topics, and are divided into questions for each topic. Each question has two student answers, one from a student whose answer is at the level of an A grade, and one from a student whose answer is at roughly a C grade.

Remember the importance of noting the structure and mark allocations of questions. Throughout the student answers, you will find comments, explaining why what has been written is good and is scoring well, and where things have gone wrong or there is room for improvement. More detailed guidance on how to use the Questions & Answers section is given at the beginning of that section.
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