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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book

This guide is for students following the A-level Sociology course. It deals with the topics of education and sociological theory and methods. At A-level these are examined in Paper 1, Education with Theory and Methods. The Content Guidance section of this book can also be used by students following the AQA AS Sociology course. This is examined in Paper 1, Education with Methods in Context, and Paper 2 (Section A), Research Methods.

There are two main sections to this guide:


•  Content Guidance — this provides details for the topics of education and sociological theory and methods. Topic areas on education and theory and methods examine key ideas and arguments, stating the main points of evaluation and listing the key concepts and key thinkers. The defined words are key words for this specification.

•  Questions & Answers — this shows you the kinds of question you can expect in the A-level Paper 1 examination. There are three test papers followed by sample answers. For the first two papers there are two sets of sample answers, from Student A (A-grade response) and Student B (C-grade response). The third paper has A-grade responses.



How to use this guide

When you study education topics and theory and methods in class, read the corresponding information from the Content Guidance section to become familiar with the topic. You should use this information to complete your own revision notes, for example on each method and topic within education. You will need to complete the question on methods in context after you have finished both the education and the methods topics. It is advisable to focus on one essay question at a time. After you have completed your own answers you should compare them with the answers from Students A and B. These and the commentary can be used to amend your revision notes.

While the test papers have A-level exam questions, question 05 is in the same format as the Methods in Context question in AS Paper 1 and so will also be useful when revising for this exam. Similarly question 04 on the test papers is in the same format as question 05 in AS Paper 1 but is out of 30 rather than 20 marks.

The A-level specification is shown in detail on the AQA website: www.aqa.org.uk/7192. Follow the link to Sociology A-level 7192 (for AS follow 7191).
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