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Introduction

For teachers

This book is for pupils who are studying English at Second and Third Levels. It provides a wide variety of teaching approaches and content, active learning opportunities and practice tasks. The material is differentiated, supporting pupils as they make the transition from Second Level to Third Level. Throughout the book, pupils will also see how the work they are doing at these levels relates to the National 4, National 5 and Higher courses they will undertake later in school.

Teachers planning courses for their classes should refer to the Benchmarks for English and Literacy which can be found on the Education Scotland website.

The electronic assessment pack that accompanies this book includes information on how these CfE Benchmarks are covered by the tasks and activities in the book.

For pupils

This book is for you if you are working at Second or Third Level in your English lessons, which means you are probably somewhere in the first three years of high school. It will help you to develop and use your skills in the key areas of English: Reading, Writing, Talking and Listening.

Whenever a new skill or idea is introduced, you will be able to work your way up, doing more and more challenging tasks and activities. The words building, strengthening and extending in the Active learning boxes will help you to see how you are improving and developing.

As well as teaching you new skills, this book will also introduce you to certain terms – the names of ideas and techniques. These will always be explained clearly when they first appear in each chapter. There’s also a glossary at the back of the book, where all the new terms and their meanings are listed together.

If you work through this book from start to finish, you will get a thorough grounding in English skills. Your teacher might decide to do this. However, you could use the chapters in any order, and it’s much more likely that you’ll use different parts of the book at different times, dipping in and out of it during your first three years of high school.
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A

adjective: a word that describes a noun, for example, ‘red’ or ‘cheeky’

adverb: a word that describes a verb, for example, the word ‘slowly’ is an adverb in the sentence ‘He ran slowly’

analyse: to look at something closely and think about how it works
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This book is also designed to lead you towards the English work you will do later in school. So, you will often find small mentions of how the work in this book relates to the National 4, National 5 and Higher courses you will study when you are older.
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