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Glossary


How to use this book

Throughout the book, the use of the term ‘parents’ refers to all primary carers, including parents, carers, foster parents and those who have parental responsibility.

Key features of the book
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Why it matters

Jenna has finished her qualification and is just starting a new job in a different setting. Although many aspects of what she is doing are the same, she has to adjust to working in an unfamiliar environment with a new team.

By the end of this unit, you should have a clear understanding of the role and responsibilities of the Early Years Practitioner, and what you need to do to carry out your role effectively.
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Relates the theme of the chapter to its implications using a real-life example.
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Jargon buster

Continuing professional development (CPD) The ongoing process by which people keep up to date with what is happening in their professional area.
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Definitions of terms that are used in early years practice.
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Think about it

Who are the main colleagues, parents/carers and other professionals with whom you communicate? How regularly do you do this?
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A chance for the learner to reflect on their own practice.
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Do it

Look at a copy of the Statutory Framework. Find out what information the setting has to make available to parents and carers.
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An activity that helps consolidate learning.
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Find out about

… how your setting encourages parents to take an active role in their child’s learning and development. Could this be improved?
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A research activity.
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Case study

Nilaya has been to a meeting with a speech therapist and a parent about one of her key children, Becky. The therapist has told Nilaya and Becky’s mum that they should work on her speech targets, and that Becky needs regular practice so that over time she will catch up. Nilaya thinks that it is up to the parent to practise with Becky, and does not choose to act on it.


1  Why should Nilaya carry out the practice with Becky as well as her mum, if she has been asked to?

2  How might her decision affect Becky’s speech and language?

3  Should she tell anyone about what she has decided to do?
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An example of a scenario, with questions for the learner.
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Top tip

ALWAYS make sure you give eye contact to the person you are speaking to, and actively listen to what they are saying. This will help to make the communication process as clear as possible.
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Advice from an experienced practitioner about working in an early years setting.
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Test yourself


1  What factors should you consider when thinking about online safety?

2  What are your responsibilities regarding confidentiality?

3  Name three types of abuse and the action you would take in each case.
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Knowledge questions to help learners recap on the previous section.
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Check out


1  Outline two requirements of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974.

2  What health and safety procedures should you undertake before taking children on an off-site visit?

3  What should you do if you are first on the scene after an accident in the setting?

4  What causes an allergic reaction, and what should you do if you suspect a child is having one?

5  What should you do if a child has a nosebleed?

6  How can you support children in being able to manage risk?

7  Where should you look for advice on receiving, storing, recording, administering and the safe disposal of medicines?
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An end of unit check on some of the key points in the chapter.
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