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Getting the most from this guide

This is a ‘guide’ to help you study the play Tally’s Blood. It is aimed at helping you prepare to answer on Tally’s Blood for the Scottish text section of the SQA English National 5 Critical Reading paper. It will tell you what to expect in that section of the examination and how best to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of the play. It will also give you advice on how to use Tally’s Blood for the critical essay section, if you decide to use it that way.

This study guide will use and refer to the Hodder Gibson edition of Tally’s Blood, by Ann Marie Di Mambro (published 2014), ISBN: 978 1 4718 0840 1. This edition is the complete text, exactly as Ann Marie Di Mambro wants it to be. It contains a very interesting and helpful introduction by the writer herself.

Watch out for the following features used throughout this guide, which will help you focus your understanding of the play.
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Target your thinking

This feature appears at the start of each chapter or numbered section. It will help you focus on key ideas which will be important in the chapter.
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Build critical skills

You will see this feature at various points in each chapter. The questions in this box will encourage you to think deeply, analyse and explore the texts more fully.
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Glossary

This box will highlight and define key words, for example techniques used in Tally’s Blood.
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REVIEW YOUR LEARNING

This feature appears throughout. It includes questions to help you reinforce your learning by reminding you of key elements of the text and/or how to approach the exam. The answers to these questions can be found in Chapter 6.
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Exam tip

Top tips to help you maximise your chances of success in the exam.
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