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Dedication



Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.






Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


	•  OCR: Depth unit Y219 and Y249 Russia 1894–1941

	•  Pearson Edexcel: Depth unit 2C.2 Russia in revolution, 1894–1924.



The specification grid on page viii will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section outlines what you need to know about the beginning of the period and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary.



Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Key debates

The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual chapter summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions, arranged by exam board so you can practise the questions relevant for your course. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A level History covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Kamenev from your Kerensky!



Extended research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives, and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.







Specification grid





	Chapter
	OCR
	Pearson Edexcel





	Chapter 1 Context: Russia in 1894
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	1 The land, the people and tsardom
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	2 The problem of reform
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	✓
	✓



	2 Economic reform 1893–1903
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	✓
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	3 Growing tensions in Russia 1911–14
	✓
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	4 Russia’s foreign policy before 1914
	 
	✓



	5 The tsar’s position at the outbreak of war in 1914
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	6 Key debate: Was tsardom already doomed by 1914?
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	1 Why Russia went to war in 1914
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	3 The growth of opposition to tsardom
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	4 The February Revolution 1917
	✓
	✓



	5 Key debate: Why was there a February Revolution in 1917?
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	Chapter 5 1917: From Provisional Government to October Revolution
	✓
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	1 The Dual Authority
	✓
	✓



	2 The return of the Bolsheviks
	✓
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	3 The Provisional Government and its problems
	✓
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	4 The October Revolution
	✓
	✓



	5 Reasons for Bolshevik success
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	6 Key debate: What was the true character of the October Revolution?
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	Chapter 6 The Bolshevik consolidation of power 1917–24
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	✓



	1 The Bolsheviks in power
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	2 The dissolution of the Constituent Assembly
	✓
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	3 The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk 1918
	✓
	✓



	4 The Russian Civil War 1918–20
	✓
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	5 The foreign interventions 1918–20
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	6 Lenin’s methods for imposing control 1917–21
	✓
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	7 War Communism 1918–21
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	8 The Kronstadt Rising 1921
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	9 The New Economic Policy
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CHAPTER 1 Context: Russia in 1894


Tsar Nicholas II came to the throne of the Russian Empire in 1894. The nation he ruled was beset by many longstanding difficulties that threatened to prevent its becoming a modern political and economic state. This chapter describes the basic geographical, social, political and economic features of the Russian Empire at the beginning of Nicholas II’s reign, and suggests reasons why the tsar’s government was reluctant to undertake the reforms that many deemed necessary for effective modernisation to be achieved. The analysis falls under two main headings:


	•  The land, the people and tsardom

	•  The problem of reform
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KEY DATES



	1854–6
	The Crimean War



	1855–81
	Reign of Alexander II



	1861
	Emancipation of the serfs



	1881
	Assassination of Alexander II



	1881–94
	Reign of Alexander III



	1881
	Statute of State Security



	1887
	The University Statute



	1890
	The Zemstva Act



	1894
	Start of Nicholas II’s reign
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1 The land, the people and tsardom
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	•  How had Russia’s geography helped to shape its history?

	•  What was the relationship between the tsar and the people?



[image: ]





Russia’s geography and peoples

In 1894, Imperial Russia covered over 22 million square kilometres (8 million square miles), an area equivalent to two and a half times the size of the USA today. At its widest, from west to east, it stretched for 8000 km (5000 miles); at its longest, north to south, it measured 3200 km (2000 miles). It covered a large part of two continents. European Russia extended eastward from the borders of Poland to the Urals mountain range. Asiatic Russia extended eastward from the Urals to the Pacific Ocean. The greater part of the population, which between 1815 and 1914 quadrupled from 40 million to 165 million, was concentrated in European Russia. It was in that part of the empire that the major historical developments had taken place and it was there that Russia’s principal cities, Moscow and St Petersburg, the capital, were situated.
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Figure 1.1 Imperial Russia (with ethnic groups marked).



The sheer size of the Russian Empire tended to give an impression of great unity and strength. This was misleading. The population contained a wide variety of peoples of different race, language, religion and culture (see Table 1.1, below). Controlling such a variety of peoples over such a vast territory had long been a major problem for Russian governments.

Table 1.1 The major nationalities of the Russian Empire according to the census of 1897 (in millions, defined according to mother tongue)



	Great Russia
	55.6



	Ukrainian
	22.4



	Turkic/Tatar
	13.4



	Polish
	  7.9



	White Russian
	  5.8



	Yiddish (Jewish)
	  5.0



	Kirgiz/Kaisats
	  4.0



	Finnic
	  3.1



	German
	  1.8



	Azerbaijani
	  1.7



	Latvian
	  1.4



	Bashkir
	  1.3



	Lithuanian
	  1.2



	Armenian
	  1.2



	Romanian/Moldavian
	  1.1



	Estonian
	  1.0



	Mordvinian
	  1.0



	Georgian
	  0.8



	Tadzhik
	  0.3



	Turkmenian
	  0.3



	Greek
	  0.2



	Bulgarian
	  0.2






The tsar

The peoples of the Russian Empire were governed by one person, the tsar (emperor). Since 1613, the Russian tsars had been members of the Romanov dynasty. By law and tradition, the tsar was an autocrat. There were no restrictions on his power. The people owed him total obedience. This had been clearly expressed in the Fundamental Laws of the Empire issued by Nicholas I in 1832. The tsar’s absolute rule was exercised through three official bodies:


	•  The Imperial Council: a group of honorary advisers directly responsible to the tsar.

	•  The Cabinet of Ministers, which ran the various government departments.

	•  The Senate, which supervised the operation of the law.



These bodies were much less powerful than their titles suggested. They were appointed, not elected, and they did not govern; their role was merely to give advice. They had no authority over the tsar, whose word was final in all governmental and legal matters.
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KEY TERMS

Romanov dynasty The Russian monarchy was hereditary. Between 1613 and 1917, Russia was ruled by members of the house of Romanov.

Autocrat A ruler with absolute authority.

Fundamental Laws of the Empire These defined the powers of the tsar. Article 1 declared: ‘The Emperor of all the Russias is an autocratic and unlimited monarch. God himself ordains that all must bow to his supreme power, not only out of fear but also out of conscience.’
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Russia’s political backwardness

What the tsar’s power showed was how little Russia had advanced politically compared with other European nations. By the beginning of the twentieth century, all the major western European countries had some form of representative government. Not so Russia; although it had been frequently involved in European diplomatic and military affairs, it had remained outside the mainstream of European political thought.

There had been reforming tsars, such as Peter I (1683–1725), Catherine II (1762–96) and Alexander II (1855–81), who had tried to modernise the country by such measures as rebuilding Moscow and St Petersburg, improving the transport system, and making the army more efficient. But their achievements had been in practical areas; they had not included the extension of political rights. In Russia in 1881 it was still a criminal offence to oppose the tsar or his government. There was no parliament, and although political parties had been formed, they had no legal right to exist. There had never been a free press in Imperial Russia. Government censorship was imposed on published books and journals.


Repression

Government censorship had not prevented liberal ideas from seeping into Russia, but it did mean that they could not be openly expressed. The result was that supporters of reform or change had to go underground. In the nineteenth century, a wide variety of secret societies, dedicated to political reform or revolution, had developed. The noun ‘liberals’ came to refer to those who wanted political or social change in Russia, but who believed that it could be achieved by reforming rather than destroying the tsarist system. Yet even this relatively moderate view was still unacceptable to the Russian authorities and the liberal groups were frequently infiltrated by agents of the Okhrana. As a result, arrests, imprisonment and general harassment were regular occurrences.
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KEY TERMS

Liberal The conviction that the powers of rulers and governments should be restricted and the freedom of the people enlarged.

Okhrana Tsarist secret police, responsible for hunting down opponents of the regime.

Political activists People who believe that change can be achieved only by direct action.

Papacy The governmental system of the Roman Catholic branch of western Christianity headed by the pope.

Reactionary Resistant to any form of progressive change.

God’s anointed The anointing of the tsar with holy oil at his coronation symbolised that he governed by divine right.

Catechism A primer of religious instruction, explaining essential dogmas.
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Extremism

The denial of free speech tended to drive political activists towards extremism. The outstanding example of this occurred in 1881 when Tsar Alexander II was blown to bits by a bomb detonated by a terrorist group known as ‘The People’s Will’ (see page 22). In a society in which state oppression was met with revolutionary terrorism, there was no moderate middle ground on which a tradition of ordered political debate could develop.




The Russian Orthodox Church

The tsars were fully supported in their claims to absolute authority by one of the great pillars of the tsarist system, the Orthodox Church. This was a branch of Christianity that, since the fifteenth century, had been entirely independent of any outside authority such as the papacy. Its detachment from foreign influence had given it an essentially Russian character. The great beauty of its liturgy and music had long been an outstanding expression of Russian culture. However, by the late nineteenth century it had become a deeply conservative body, opposed to political change and determined to preserve the tsarist system in its reactionary form. The detachment of the Orthodox Church from Russia’s growing industrial population was illustrated by the statistic that, in 1900, a Moscow suburb with 40,000 people had only one church and one priest.

The Church did contain some priests who strongly sympathised with the political revolutionaries, but, as an institution, it used its spiritual authority to teach the Russian people that it was their duty to be totally obedient to the tsar as God’s anointed. The catechism of the Church included the statement that ‘God commands us to love and obey from the inmost recesses of our heart every authority, and particularly the tsar.’



The social structure of tsarist Russia

The striking features of the social structure were the comparatively small commercial, professional and working classes and the great preponderance of peasants in the population. This is depicted in Figure 1.2 (see below), which shows the class distribution of the population as measured by Russia’s 1897 census.
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Figure 1.2 The class distribution of the Russian population, 1897.





The Russian economy

The remarkable disparity in size between the urban professional and working classes and the rural peasants illustrated a critical feature of Imperial Russia: its slow economic development. The small number of urban workers was a sign that Russia had not achieved the major industrial growth that had taken place in the nineteenth century in such countries as Germany, Britain and the USA.

This is not to say that Russia was entirely without industry. The Urals region produced considerable amounts of iron, and the chief western cities, Moscow and St Petersburg, had extensive textile factories. Most villages had a smelting works, which enabled them to produce iron goods, and most peasant homes engaged in some form of cottage industry, producing wooden, flaxen or woollen goods to supplement their income from farming. However, these activities were all relatively small scale. The sheer size of Russia and its undeveloped transport system had limited the chances for industrial expansion.

A further restriction had been the absence of an effective banking system. Russia found it hard to raise capital on a large scale. It had not yet mastered the art of successful borrowing and investment, techniques that help to explain why expansion had been so rapid in western countries. Russia’s financial sluggishness had discouraged the rise of entrepreneurialism.
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KEY TERMS

Capital The essential supply of money that provides investment for economic expansion.

Entrepreneurialism The dynamic attitude associated with individual commercial and industrial enterprise.
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Agriculture in tsarist Russia

Russia’s unenterprising industrial system was matched by its inefficient pattern of agriculture. Even though four-fifths of the population were peasants, a thriving agrarian economy had failed to develop. Indeed, the land in Russia was a source of national weakness rather than strength. Not all the empire’s vast acres were good farming country. Much of Russia lay too far north to enjoy a climate or a soil suitable for crop growing or cattle rearing. Arable farming was restricted mainly to the Black Earth region, the area of European Russia stretching from Ukraine to Kazakhstan.
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[image: ] SOURCE QUESTION

Study Source A. How effectively does it portray the relationship between the various social classes in tsarist Russia?
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SOURCE A
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A mocking socialist cartoon of 1900 showing the social pyramid in Imperial Russia. The Russian caption for each layer reads (in ascending order): ‘We work for them while they …’ ‘… shoot at us.’ ‘… eat on our behalf.’ ‘… pray on our behalf.’ ‘… dispose of our money.’
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KEY TERM

Agrarian economy Food and goods produced by arable and dairy farming, and then traded.
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The great number of peasants in the population added to the problem. Despite Russia’s vast expanse there was simply not enough fertile land available. Under the terms of the Emancipation Decree of 1861, the ex-serfs were entitled to buy land, but they invariably found the price too high. This was caused both by a shortage of suitable farming territory and by the government’s taxation of land sales, imposed in order to raise the revenue needed to compensate the landowners for their losses caused by Emancipation. The only way the peasants could raise the money to buy land was by borrowing from a special fund provided by the government. Consequently, those peasants who did manage to purchase property found themselves burdened with large mortgage repayments that would take them and their families generations to repay.
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KEY TERMS

Emancipation Decree of 1861 Granting of freedom to the serfs (peasant land workers), who had formerly been bound to the landowners.

Dark masses The dismissive term used in the royal court and government circles to describe the peasants.

Conscription Compulsory enlistment of people (in Russia’s case, largely peasants) into the armed services.

[image: ]







The peasant problem

Among Russia’s governing class, which was drawn from less than one per cent of the population, there was a deeply ingrained prejudice against granting rights to the mass of the people. Over 80 per cent of the population were peasants. They were predominantly illiterate and uneducated. Their sheer size as a social class and their coarse ways led to their being regarded with a mixture of terror and contempt by the governing elite, who believed that these dangerous ‘dark masses’ could be controlled only by severe repression. This was what Nicholas II’s wife, the Empress Alexandra, meant by saying that Russia needed always to be ‘under the whip’.

The existence in the second half of the nineteenth century of an uneducated peasantry, suspicious of change, and living with large debts and in great poverty, pointed to the fundamental social, political and economic weakness of Imperial Russia. Various attempts to educate the peasants had been made in the past, but such efforts had been undermined by the fear among the ruling class that any improvement in the conditions of the ‘dark masses’ might threaten its own privileges. It was commonplace for officials in Russia to speak of the ‘safe ignorance’ of the population, implying that any attempt to raise the educational standards of the masses would prove highly dangerous, socially and politically.



The Russian army

One common method of keeping the ‘dark masses’ in check was to recruit them into the Russian armed services. The lower ranks of the army and navy were largely filled by conscription, which was also regularly used as a form of punishment for law-breakers. Ordinary Russians dreaded this sentence; they knew that life in the armed forces was a brutal experience for the common soldier or sailor. The Russian army was notorious in Europe for the severity of its discipline and the grimness of the conditions in which its soldiers lived. Special military camps had been set up in the remoter regions of the empire, which operated as penal colonies rather than as training establishments. The rigours of service life had accounted for the deaths of over a million soldiers in peacetime during the reign of Nicholas I (1825–55).

It was a widespread belief that Russia, as a large empire, needed a large army. Throughout the nineteenth century, the imperial forces were kept at a strength of around 1.5 million men. The cost of maintaining the army and the navy accounted on average for 45 per cent of the government’s annual expenditure. This was by far the largest single item of state spending, and, when compared with the four per cent devoted to education, shows how unbalanced government priorities were.


Weaknesses within the army

The higher ranks of the army were the preserve of the aristocracy. Commissions were bought and sold, and there was little room for promotion on merit. This weakened the army as a fighting force, but the truth of this tended to remain hidden because, with the exception of the Crimean War (1854–6), Russia was not engaged in a major conflict with a western European power for nearly a century after 1815. The army’s active service was essentially a matter of putting down national risings or serious disturbances within the empire or on its frontiers. There were frequent border clashes with Turkey throughout the nineteenth century, and, at various times, Russian forces saw action in Poland, Armenia and Persia.
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KEY TERMS

Commissions Official appointments of individuals to the various officer ranks.

Nepotism The corrupt practice by which officials distributed positions and offices to their family or friends.

Militia Local citizens called together and given arms to control social disorder.
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The bureaucracy (civil service)

Ironically, it was in the area where there had been the largest attempted reform that the greatest corruption had developed. At the beginning of the eighteenth century, Peter I (1683–1725) had tried to modernise Russia by establishing a full-scale civil service with the aim of maintaining central government control throughout the empire. However, as the nineteenth century wore on, many Russian critics had begun to condemn this civil service as a corrupt bureaucracy whose nepotism and incompetence were the principal reasons for Russia’s backwardness. Writing in 1868, Alexander Herzen claimed that the bureaucracy had become ‘a civilian priesthood, sucking the blood of the people with thousands of greedy, unclean mouths’.
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KEY FIGURE

Alexander Herzen (1812–70)

A leading revolutionary thinker and writer.
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By the middle of the nineteenth century, Herzen asserted, tsarist Russia was run by a bureaucratic class that, for all its incompetence, still possessed the power to control the lives of the Russian masses. At local and national levels, the law, the government, the police and the militia were in the hands of a set of men whose first thought was their own convenience and advantage. Against this injustice the ordinary citizen had no redress, since any challenge to the system was lost in bureaucratic procedures. Herzen’s savage attack provided powerful ammunition for those in Russia who wished to ridicule and undermine the tsarist system itself. However, it is important to remember that Herzen was a revolutionary propagandist intent on painting the blackest picture he could of tsardom. Efforts were made in the nineteenth century to reform the administration and limit its abuses.
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2 The problem of reform
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	•  Why was it difficult to introduce reform in Imperial Russia?
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‘Westerners’ versus ‘Slavophiles’

Many members of the ruling class accepted that major reforms were needed if Russia was to overcome its social and economic backwardness. However, a major barrier to reform was a basic disagreement within the governing elite over Russia’s true character as a nation. Since the days of Tsar Peter the Great (1696–1725), there had been serious differences between ‘Westerners’ and ‘Slavophiles’:


	•  ‘Westerners’ were those who believed that if Russia wished to remain a great nation it would have to adopt the best features of the political and economic systems of the countries of western Europe.

	•  ‘Slavophiles’ were those who regarded western values as corrupting and urged the nation to preserve itself as ‘Holy Russia’, by glorying in its Slavic culture and its separate historical tradition.



The dispute between these groups made it difficult to achieve reform in an ordered and acceptable way.

Another bar to planned reform was the autocratic structure of Russia itself. Change could come only from the top. There were no representative institutions, such as a parliament, with the power to alter things. The only possible source of change was the tsar. From time to time, there were progressive tsars (see page 3). Yet it was hardly to be expected that any tsar, no matter how enlightened, would go so far as to introduce measures that might weaken his authority. The result was that reform in Russia had been piecemeal, depending on the inclinations of the individual tsar, rather than a systematic programme of change. It is notable that the significant periods of reform in Russia were invariably a response to some form of national crisis or humiliation. This was certainly true of the reforms introduced in Alexander II’s reign (1855–81). His accession coincided with the defeat of Russia at the hands of France and Britain in the Crimean War. The shock of this prompted the new tsar into adopting a reform programme.



Local government reform

Alexander II’s reforms began with the Emancipation Decree in 1861, followed three years later by the setting up of a network of elected rural councils, known as the zemstva. Although these were not truly democratic, they did provide Russia with a form of representative government, no matter how limited, which offered some hope to those who longed for an extension of political rights. The authorities complemented their introduction of the zemstvos by re-emphasising the valuable role played in the countryside by the mir, which government officials saw as a local organisation that would provide an effective means of keeping order, as well as a cheap method of collecting taxes and mortgage repayments.
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KEY TERMS

Zemstva Locally elected councils, dominated by the landowners since the voting regulations largely excluded peasants.

Mir The traditional village community.

Intelligentsia Educated and more enlightened members of Russian society who had been influenced by western ideas and wanted to see Russia adopt progressive changes.
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Legal reforms

In addition, a number of legal reforms were introduced with the aim of simplifying the notoriously cumbersome court procedures whose delays had led to corruption and injustice. Of even greater importance was Alexander II’s relaxation of the controls over the press and the universities. Greater freedom of expression encouraged the development of an intelligentsia.



The limited nature of the reforms

Alexander II was not a supporter of reform for its own sake. Rather, he saw it as a way of lessening opposition to the tsarist system. He said that his intention was ‘to introduce reform from above in order to prevent revolution from below’. His hope was that his reforms would attract the support of the intelligentsia. In this, he was largely successful. Emancipation, greater press and university freedoms, and the administrative and legal changes were greeted with enthusiasm by progressives.

However, no matter how progressive Alexander II himself may have appeared, he was still an autocrat. It was unthinkable that he would continue with a process that might compromise his power as tsar. Fearful that he had gone too far, he abandoned his reformist policies and returned to the tsarist tradition of oppression. His assassination by a group of Social Revolutionaries, known as the People’s Will (see page 22), led to even more severe measures being imposed by his successor, Alexander III (1881–94). These were so oppressive that they earned the title ‘the Reaction’ (see box, page 11).
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Key measures of ‘the Reaction’

The Statute of State Security, 1881


	•  Special government-controlled courts were set up that operated outside the existing legal system.

	•  Judges, magistrates and officials who were sympathetic towards liberal ideas were removed from office.

	•  The powers of the Okhrana, the tsarist secret police, were extended, and censorship of the press was tightened.



Although, this statute, at its introduction in 1881, was described as temporary, it remained in place until 1917.

The University Statute in 1887 brought the universities under strict government control. The Zemstva Act in 1890 decreased the independence of the local councils and empowered government officials to interfere in their decision-making.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

Russia in 1894 was a vast empire ruled by the tsar, Nicholas II, head of the Romanov dynasty. Detached from the mainstream of European political and economic developments, Russian leaders had tended to regard reform as unnecessary. As Slavophiles, they regarded Russia as unique among nations and not requiring modernisation, despite its economy lagging behind those of the advanced nations of Europe. Over 80 per cent of the population, of which half were non-Russians, were illiterate peasants. Their great numbers meant they were constantly feared by the governing elite, who believed that these dangerous ‘dark masses’ had to be held in check by whatever means necessary.

The result was that the nation’s great problems of deprivation and social inequality remained largely unaddressed. The tsarist government relied on a privileged bureaucracy, a peasant army officered by an elite group of aristocrats, and the Orthodox Church, which preached the duty of obedience. Supported in this way, it met protest and criticism with suppression. This was strikingly illustrated by Nicholas II’s predecessor, Alexander III, who began as a reformer, then changed course and resorted to a series of repressive measures known as ‘the Reaction’.
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Refresher questions

Use these questions to remind yourself of the key material covered in this chapter.


	  1  Why was the Russian peasantry often referred to as the ‘dark masses’?

	  2  What function did the Okhrana perform?

	  3  How unbalanced was the distribution of the classes in Russian society?

	  4  How did the Emancipation Decree of 1861 affect ‘the peasant problem’?

	  5  Why was the Russian economy backward compared to those of other European countries?

	  6  What function did the army serve in tsarist Russia?

	  7  What was the fundamental weakness of the tsarist bureaucracy?

	  8  What were the key measures of ‘the Reaction’?

	  9  Why had there been so little political progress in Russia by 1894?

	10  Why was it so difficult for Russia to reform itself?
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