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Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.






Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


	•  AQA: The birth of the USA, 1760–1801

	•  OCR: The American Revolution 1740–1796.



The specification grid on page viii will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section will give you an overview of the history and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary.



Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Interpretations

These extracts from historians will help bring awareness of the debates and issues that surround this fascinating history topic.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions, arranged by exam board so you can practise the questions relevant to your course. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hodderhistory.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Hamilton from your Madison!



Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives, and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1


Context




Attempts to establish English colonies in North America in the 1580s failed. The first successful English colony was established in Virginia in 1607. The second major colony followed the sailing of the Mayflower to Massachusetts in 1620. By 1650, four further colonies – Connecticut, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Maryland – had been added. New York, previously New Amsterdam, was captured from the Dutch in 1664. New Jersey and North and South Carolina were founded during the 1660s and Pennsylvania and Delaware during the 1680s. The establishment of Georgia in 1732 completed the thirteen British colonies on the American mainland. They stretched about 2400 km (1500 miles) along the Atlantic seaboard from Canada to Florida. Pre-1763 most colonists lived to the east of the Appalachian mountains (see Figure 1.1).


[image: ]
Figure 1.1 The thirteen colonies in 1740.


Colonial division

There were three colonial groups:


	•  the New England colonies – New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Connecticut

	•  the middle colonies – New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware

	•  the southern colonies – Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.





Population growth

The first English colonists in Virginia and Massachusetts found life tough. Nevertheless, they managed to survive – and eventually thrive – for a number of reasons:


	•  They received support from two chartered companies in England. These companies ensured that more settlers were sent out to America.

	•  There were relatively few Native Americans and most were not initially hostile.

	•  Men like John Smith in Virginia and John Winthrop in Massachusetts provided strong leadership.



Vital to the colonies’ well-being was economic success. The main appeal to settlers was the fact that there was an abundance of free land. In Virginia, the growing of tobacco soon led to an economic boom. The money from tobacco sales in England gave the colonists sufficient money to buy essential imports. The New England colonies were more dependent on fishing and shipbuilding. The lure of abundant land and religious persecution in England in the 1630s led to an influx of new settlers.

By the mid-seventeenth century there were some 25,000 settlers. By 1700 the population had increased to 250,000. The result was that English colonists in North America far outnumbered French and Spanish colonists (see pages 4–5).



Native Americans

The English settlers did not assimilate with the Native Americans. Divided, less advanced technologically and hit hard by European diseases, Native Americans were unable to resist the newcomers establishing themselves down the Atlantic seaboard. They made several attempts.


	•  In 1622 the Opechancanough tribe attacked English settlers in Virginia, killing some 350 people. The settlers, who had been taken by surprise, fought back, killing thousands of Native Americans in retribution. Hostilities continued intermittently for the next two decades.

	•  In 1637 the Pequots, in a desperate attempt to retain their lands, tried to wipe out colonists in New England. Instead, after savage fighting, the Pequots themselves were virtually annihilated.

	•  In 1644 there was another savage war in Virginia, which ended in Native American defeat.

	•  There was serious fighting in Virginia and Maryland against the Susquehannochs in 1675. Although the English settlers defeated the Native American threat, the frontier areas of both colonies were devastated and took years to recover.

	•  In the so-called King Philip’s War (1675–8), Native Americans killed large numbers of colonists in New England.



Fortunately for the English colonists the Native American tribes were divided, often fighting each other instead of uniting against the newcomers. Nevertheless, Native Americans remained a powerful force to the west of the Appalachians (see Figure 1.1, page 1). Usually allying with the French, they continued to pose a serious threat to English expansion. Most English settlers feared Native Americans and regarded them as ungodly savages.



Colonial self-rule

Unlike Spain and France, English governments made little attempt to oversee day-to-day or even month-to-month matters in North America. Almost as soon as the colonies were established, settlers founded their own councils or assemblies. These provided local government. Survival in the New World in the early seventeenth century was only possible with the consent of the people. Political institutions were instrumental in securing that consent. Although by no means totally democratic, colonial governments were far more representative than Parliament in England (see pages 25–7). Given the fact that it took some three months to sail from England to North America, it made good sense to allow the colonies considerable powers of self-rule.

Although largely independent, few colonists in the early eighteenth century wished to cut their ties with England.


	•  Most were proud of their English heritage.

	•  In many respects they were economically dependent on England.

	•  Given the threat of France and Spain, most New England colonists looked to England for military support.
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