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Dedication

Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.
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Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


	•  OCR Y314 The Challenge of German Nationalism, 1789–1919 (Paper 2, thematic study)

	•  Pearson Edexcel Paper 2, Option 2D.2: The Unification of Germany, c.1840–71 (Paper 2, depth study).



The specification grid on page viii will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section will give you an overview of the history and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary.



Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Interpretations

These extracts from historians will help bring awareness of the debates and issues that surround this fascinating history topic.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions arranged by exam board. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A Level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your kings from your kaisers!



Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives, and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1 Context


The concept of Germany emerged in the Roman period. Roman historians described ‘Germania’ as the region east of the River Rhine and north of the River Danube. It is unlikely that the warring tribes who occupied this part of central Europe had much notion of being ‘German’. Nevertheless, the Romans regarded these tribes as a major threat and fought a number of campaigns against them. By AD100, some of the Germanic tribes were incorporated within the Roman Empire. But other tribes, for example, the Franks and Saxons, continued to pose a challenge. The migration of these tribes westwards in the fourth and fifth centuries helped bring about the collapse of the western Roman Empire.


The creation of the Holy Roman Empire

During the early Middle Ages a number of duchies – Bavaria, Swabia, Saxony, Franconia and Thuringia – emerged in what is today Germany. By 800, these duchies were incorporated into the great empire created by the Frankish ruler Charlemagne. Following Charlemagne’s death in 814, his empire collapsed as his grandsons fought for dominance. In 843, it was split into three parts:


	•  West Francia, which became the kingdom of France in 987.

	•  Middle Francia, which stretched from the Low Countries to northern Italy.

	•  East Francia, which comprised much of present-day Germany. In 962, this area became known as the Holy Roman Empire. This empire continued to expand. At times, its rulers had a powerful influence on central Europe, including Italy. The empire itself, however, was not particularly united. It comprised hundreds of small principalities, duchies, bishoprics and imperial towns.
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KEY TERMS

Early Middle Ages The period from AD c.700 to 1100.

Duchies States ruled by a duke.

Low Countries Present-day Belgium and the Netherlands.

Pagans People who are not Christian, Muslim or Jewish and who often believe in several gods.
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The northern crusades

From the twelfth century, German rulers expanded eastwards. In 1193, Pope Celestine III declared a crusade against pagans in northern Europe. The Teutonic Knights, the largest German military order, took control of lands around the Baltic Sea. These lands were inhabited by an ethnic group known as the Old Prussians – a group related to the Latvians and the Lithuanians. The German state of Prussia took its name from the Baltic Prussians. Prussia itself, however, was ruled by its German conquerors.



Austria and the Habsburgs

The Habsburgs became rulers of Austria in 1276. Thanks largely to a series of dynastic marriages, successive members of the Habsburg family expanded their realms to include Burgundy, Bohemia, the Netherlands and Hungary. A Habsburg was first elected Holy Roman Emperor in 1452 – and the family retained the title thereafter.
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KEY TERM

Habsburg The ruling family of the Austrian Empire.
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The Reformation

In 1517, German monk Martin Luther nailed his Ninety-Five Theses to the church door in Wittenberg. These were a list of criticisms of the corrupt practices of the Roman Catholic Church. Luther’s action sparked the Protestant Reformation. Supported by a number of powerful German princes, Luther established his own Lutheran Church. Protestantism was strong in the north German states while south German states remained predominantly Catholic.



The Thirty Years’ War

Religious difference helped bring about the Thirty Years’ War (1618–48); initially a war between Protestants and Catholics within the Holy Roman Empire. However, as the war continued, it became increasingly a struggle for power in central Europe with France and Sweden opposed to the Holy Roman Empire. The armies of the anti-Habsburg coalition ensured that Habsburg authority was limited to Austrian and Czech lands when the war ended in 1648. By 1648, Germany was devastated. Killings, famine and the spread of disease led to a major decline in population.



The rise of Brandenburg-Prussia

By the early seventeenth century, Brandenburg-Prussia was one of the largest states in northern Germany.


	•  The province of Brandenburg had been established in the mid-tenth century. In 1417, its ruler Frederick was invested with the title of Elector, giving him some say in the appointment of the Holy Roman Emperor.

	•  East Prussia had been ruled by the Teutonic Knights until the order was dissolved in 1525. Its last Grand Master, Albert of Hohenzollern, became the first Duke of Prussia.

	•  In 1591, John Sigismund of Brandenburg married the eldest daughter of the Duke of Prussia, who had no male heir. The two provinces thus effectively became one.



In 1640, Frederick William, the Great Elector, became ruler of Brandenburg-Prussia. He and his ministers reformed and reorganised his scattered territories. His son, Elector Frederick III (1688–1713), upgraded Prussia from a duchy to a kingdom, becoming King Frederick I. Thereafter, Brandenburg-Prussia became known as Prussia, although most of its territory lay outside Prussia proper. Frederick I was succeeded by his son Frederick William I (1713–40).

Thrifty and practical, he established the structure of the tightly centralised future Prussian state. He also created a very powerful army.



Frederick the Great (1740–86)

In 1740, Frederick William I was succeeded by his son Frederick. Unlike his father, Frederick II soon proved he was ready to use the Prussian army – to great effect. In December 1740, Prussian forces seized Silesia, one of the most prosperous provinces of Austria. This action:


	•  doubled the size of Prussia

	•  triggered the War of Austrian Succession (1740–8)

	•  led to bitter enmity between Prussia and Austria for the next four decades.



Frederick, a man of considerable military talent, warded off Austrian attempts to retake Silesia. In the Seven Years’ War (1756–63), Frederick found himself at war against Austria, France, Russia and Saxony. Allied with Britain and Hanover, he managed to win a number of notable victories. The war ended in stalemate, ensuring that Prussia clung on to Silesia. Frederick’s campaigns raised the reputation of the Prussian army. By the late eighteenth century, it was regarded as the best in Europe, making Prussia seem more powerful than its size warranted. Its scattered territories had a population of only 5.5 million.

Frederick was more than just a successful soldier. He is often seen as the epitome of an enlightened despot – a ruler who had absolute powers but used those powers to good effect for his people. Frederick introduced important law reforms and promoted education. He created a system of government which worked for him. But during the reign of his successor, his nephew Frederick William II (1786–97), neither the army nor the administrative system functioned with its former efficiency.



Austrian power

After 1648, Austria recovered economically and in population size. Its Habsburg rulers also managed to re-establish much of their imperial prestige and influence within the Holy Roman Empire. They made the most of their role as protectors of the empire from the aggressive designs of the Turks in the east and the French in the west. By the 1713 Treaty of Utrecht, Austria gained control of the Spanish Netherlands (modern-day Belgium), which became known as the Austrian Netherlands, and much of northern Italy. These acquisitions, plus conquests in the Balkans, ensured that Austria remained a great power.

The death of Charles VI in 1740, however, brought his daughter Maria Theresa to the throne. Frederick II seized the opportunity to occupy Silesia, and thereafter Austria and Prussia vied for supremacy in Germany. By the late eighteenth century, Prussia was the greatest power in northern Germany while Austria remained dominant in the south. On paper, Austria was much stronger than Prussia. By 1789, the Austrian Empire stretched over 725,000 km2 (280,000 square miles) and contained 24 million people. However, Austria’s size and mix of different ethnic groups made it a difficult state to rule.

As a woman, Maria Theresa was unable to inherit the imperial title. Instead, first her husband Francis I and then her son Joseph II became Holy Roman Emperors. But Maria Theresa (1740–80) held the real power. An enlightened monarch, she transformed Austria into an increasingly powerful and centralised state. After her death in 1780, Joseph II embarked on a series of radical reforms. Hoping to bring together the diverse components of his empire, he reduced the power of regional assemblies in Hungary, northern Italy and the Austrian Netherlands, and made German the official language everywhere. Many of Joseph’s reforms were unpopular, alienating the Austrian and Hungarian nobility, and the Austrian Netherlands, where a serious revolt broke out in 1789. Joseph died in 1790. His successor, Leopold II, in an effort to retain control, cancelled most of Joseph’s reforms.



The partition of Poland

In the late eighteenth century, the rulers of Prussia, Austria and Russia expanded their territory at the expense of Poland – a large but poorly governed state. In 1772, Prussia, Russia and Austria carved up two-thirds of Poland. In 1788, a Polish parliament attempted to strengthen and modernise the country in order to win back the lost territory. Prussia, Austria and Russia had no wish to see a revived and unified Poland. Accordingly, the Second and Third Partitions of 1793 and 1795 wiped the state of Poland off the map.



The smaller German states

Germany was made up of hundreds of principalities of all shapes and sizes. Many were little more than small towns, often ruled by bishops, most of whom were sons of powerful noble families. Larger states included:


	•  Bavaria – a southern state which was strongly Catholic

	•  Saxony – economically powerful but poorly governed

	•  Hanover – a north German state whose rulers were kings of Britain from 1714 to 1837.



The smaller states were generally characterised by administrative inefficiency. Their rulers tended to be more concerned with their mistresses and their hunting dogs than with their subjects – most of whom were poor peasants or serfs.

Prior to 1789, few Germans dreamed or even thought of unification. Given the diversity, there was very little sense of German nationhood.
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