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Introduction: about this book


This book has been written to support the study of the following courses:


	•  Unit 2: Weimar and its challenges c.1918–1933 (AS level)

	•  Unit 4: Nazi Germany c.1933–1945 (A level).



The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section will give you an overview of the history and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Key debates

The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities on pages 87 and 190 to practise AS level and A level exam-style questions, respectively. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Goebbels from your Göring!



Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives, and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.






Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.






CHAPTER 1


Context: Germany in 1914




The country ‘Germany’ as we know it today did not exist until 1871. Before then, there were many individual states spread across central Europe where German was the main language. However, during the 1860s, the largest and most powerful of these states, Prussia, brought about unification. This was achieved through a series of successful wars against Denmark in 1861, Austria in 1866 and France in 1870–1, and led to the declaration of the German Empire at Versailles, in defeated France.


The political system

The chief minister of Prussia, Otto von Bismarck, played a major role in the unification. He was chosen as the first chancellor (prime minister) of the united Germany and his influence meant that he had almost total authority. As a Prussian aristocrat, Bismarck ensured that Prussian power was preserved in the new Germany by the terms of the new constitution:


	•  The King of Prussia was proclaimed Kaiser, giving him power over the other 25 different states.

	•  The Kaiser appointed the chancellor and other imperial ministers who were directly responsible to him and therefore independent of the Reichstag.

	•  There was an element of democracy in the constitution as all men over the age of 25 were eligible to vote in elections to the Reichstag. However, the power of the Reichstag was limited as the Kaiser could ignore its decisions, and it could be dissolved at any time.

	•  The German army was accountable only to the Kaiser and took an oath of allegiance to him.

	•  Prussia’s power was enhanced as Austria, although it was German speaking, was excluded from the new German state. This had resulted in the creation of a Kleindeutschland as opposed to a Grossdeutschland.



However, Germany was a federal state and power was divided between the states and the federal or imperial government.

The first three kaisers kept Bismarck as their chancellor and the political system appeared to be quite successful as the kaisers and Bismarck had the same political outlook. However, in 1888, Kaiser Wilhelm II came to the throne. He wanted to rule Germany by himself and forced Bismarck to resign in 1890. From then until 1918 the Kaiser ruled Germany as an autocrat, with the chancellor having very little power.



The German economy

Germany had begun industrialising in the nineteenth century, but industrial growth really took off between 1890 and 1913. Industries, such as coal, iron, steel and textiles, were well established and, in the period up to the outbreak of the First World War, there was dramatic growth in the new industries of chemicals, electrics, petrochemicals and mechanical engineering. Companies such as Daimler and Benz developed cars, while AEG and Siemens became huge electrical enterprises. In particular, Krupps became a major armaments producer.

By the outbreak of the First World War in 1914, Germany was Europe’s leading industrial power and able to compete with Britain’s supremacy. Its industrial output was second only to that of the United States, making it a powerful and wealthy country.



German society

Industrialisation brought about much social change. This was seen most noticeably in population growth and in the rapid urbanisation that took place. It meant that by 1910 more people lived in towns and cities than in rural areas. Berlin was the largest city with a population of over 2 million, but other towns, such as Cologne and Munich, had populations of over half a million. This rapid population growth, however, created other problems such as overcrowding and poor living conditions. Although unemployment was not a major problem, the standard of living of many workers was low.

These developments led to a greater interest in politics by the working classes. What followed was a growth in socialism and trade unionism as well as support for a new political party, the Social Democratic Party (SPD), which represented the interests of the workers. By 1913, the SPD was the largest party in the Reichstag, but had little influence on government policy.

These rapid changes also created a divide in German society between the landowners, or Junkers, who sympathised with the army and other elite groups in society, and the working classes. The Junkers saw the new working class as a threat to stability, while the middle classes also felt threatened by the growth in socialism as they saw its ideas as a challenge to their economic position.

Industrialisation also attracted a large number of immigrants to Germany who contributed greatly to its economic growth but caused further social disruption.



Foreign affairs

After the fall of Bismarck, Germany had become very isolated in Europe, with Austria-Hungary its only reliable ally, which was very weak economically, militarily and politically. Under Kaiser Wilhelm II, Germany had attempted to become a world power, following a policy of Weltpolitik, and attempted to acquire an overseas empire as the Kaiser was envious of the British Empire. The Kaiser also built up the German navy in the years before the First World War and the British saw this as an attempt to challenge its dominance. Germany also had a very large army which made it a threat on mainland Europe.

The tensions caused by the Kaiser’s policies and the need to defend its only reliable ally, Austria-Hungary, were major reasons for going to war in 1914. The declaration of war by the Kaiser resulted in a surge in patriotic fervour, with the main political parties agreeing a political truce. There was great expectation of a swift victory based on the Schlieffen Plan, but this failed, and Germany was drawn into a war of attrition. By 1916, the government had become a virtual military dictatorship. The civilian population also suffered as food shortages and inflation sapped morale. It was this collapse in morale, as well as military failure in 1918 with the Ludendorff Offensive, that led to the collapse of the regime, the abdication of the Kaiser and the signing of the armistice in November 1918.

Defeat in the First World War led to a dramatic period of German history, which is the focus of this book. The Weimar Republic that emerged from defeat faced many challenges and in 1933 was replaced by Adolf Hitler. He, and his Nazi Party, soon established a one-party state and took Germany into the Second World War. By 1945, Germany had been defeated again, was divided, and faced many social and economic problems.
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