



[image: Cover Image]








[image: ]




The Publishers would like to thank the following for permission to reproduce copyright material.

Photo credits: p4 Chronicle/Alamy Stock Photo; p7 Archive.org; p25 agefotostock/Alamy Stock Photo; p55 Wikimedia Commons; p102 Pictorial Press Ltd/Alamy Stock Photo; p104 Robert Owen within a frame decorated with tools used for gardening and writing. Engraving after W.T. Fry. Credit: Wellcome Collection. CC BY 4.0 (detail); p113 Llyfrgell Genedlaethol Cymru – The National Library of Wales/Public Domain Mark 1.0; p125 Baker Street Scans/Alamy Stock Photo; p132 Pictorial Press Ltd/Alamy Stock Photo; p150 William Ewart Gladstone. Photograph. Credit: Wellcome Collection. CC BY 4.0; p151 Portrait of Benjamin Disraeli commission or a Select Committee. Credit: Wellcome Collection. CC BY 4.0; p158 The Print Collector/Alamy Stock Photo; p201 Hulton-Deutsch Collection/CORBIS/Corbis via Getty Images.

Acknowledgements: Abacus, The Age of Revolution 1789–1848 by Eric Hobsbawm, 1962. Cambridge University Press, Abstract of British Historical Statistics by B.R. Mitchell and R. Deane, 1962; British Economic Growth 1688–1959 by P. Deane and W.A. Cole, 1969; Lord Liverpool and Liberal Toryism 1820–27 by W.R. Brock, 1941. Collins Educational, Britain 1815–1918 by Derek Murphy et al., 1998. Economic History Review, ‘English Workers’ Living Standards During the Industrial Revolution: A New Look’ by Peter Lindhart and Jeffrey Linderson, 1983; ‘Urbanization, Mortality, and the Standard of Living Debate: New Estimates of the Expectation of Life at Birth in Nineteenth-century British Cities’ by Simon Szreter and Graham Mooney, 1998. Edward Arnold, Wars and Revolutions, Britain 1760–1815 by Ian R. Christie, 1982. Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, The History of Parliament: The House of Commons 1754–1790 edited by L. Namier and J. Brooke, 1964. Hodder Education, Labour and Reform: Working-class Movements 1815–1914 by Clive Behagg, 2000; The Growth of Democracy in Britain by Annette Mayer, 1999. Journal of Economic History, ‘Shrinking in a Growing Economy? The Mystery of Physical Stature during the Industrial Revolution’ by John Komlos, 1998. Longman, The Longman Handbook of Modern British History 1714–2001 by C. Cook and J. Stevenson, 2001. Oxford University Press, The Oxford Illustrated History of Britain edited by Kenneth O. Morgan, 1984. Pearson, The Forging of the Modern State, Early Industrial Britain 1783–1870 by Eric Evans, 2001. Shoe String Press, Anti-Slavery, Religion and Reform edited by Christine Bolt et al., 1980. Taylor & Francis, William Pitt the Younger by Eric Evans, 1999. University of North Carolina Press, Moral Capital, Foundations of British Abolitionism by Christopher Brown, 2006. Wiley-Blackwell, Black Ivory by James Walvin, 1993.

Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.

Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Hodder Education cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Orders: please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: +44 (0)1235 827827. Fax: +44 (0)1235 400401. Email education@bookpoint.co.uk Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through our website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

ISBN: 978 1 5104 5915 1
eISBN: 978 1 5104 5898 7

© Ben Armstrong 2020

First published in 2020 by
Hodder Education,
An Hachette UK Company
Carmelite House
50 Victoria Embankment
London EC4Y 0DZ

www.hoddereducation.co.uk



	Impression number
	  10  9
	    8   7
	    6   5
	    4   3
	    2   1



	Year
	  2024
	  2023
	  2022
	  2021
	  2020




All rights reserved. Apart from any use permitted under UK copyright law, no part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or held within any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher or under licence from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited. Further details of such licences (for reprographic reproduction) may be obtained from the Copyright Licensing Agency Limited, www.cla.co.uk

Cover photo © World History Archive/Alamy Stock Photo
Typeset by Gray Publishing
Printed in the UK by CPI Group Ltd

A catalogue record for this title is available from the British Library.


[image: ]





Contents


    Introduction: about this book

CHAPTER 1 Context

CHAPTER 2 Pitt’s Britain and the abolition of the slave trade 1783–1807

1 William Pitt the Younger as prime minister

2 Pitt’s reforms

3 Pressures faced by Pitt’s government

4 Opposition to reform

5 The abolition of the slave trade

6 Key debate: Which factors were most important in the abolition of slavery?

7 Key debate: How successful were Pitt’s domestic policies 1783–1806?

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: OCR

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 3 Government and a changing society 1812–32

1 The government of Lord Liverpool

2 Tory governments under Canning, Goderich and Wellington

3 The re-emergence of demands for popular reform

4 The passing of the Reform Act

5 The ‘Great Reform Act’?

6 Key debate: What was the nature of Liverpool’s government?

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: OCR

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 4 Foreign policy 1783–1830

1 Pitt’s pre-war foreign policy: ending isolation

2 Foreign policy during war 1793–1814

3 Foreign policy after war 1814–30

   Question practice: OCR

CHAPTER 5 The industrialisation of Britain 1783–1832

1 The Industrial Revolution

2 The economic impact of the Industrial Revolution

3 The make-up of society

4 Changes to living conditions

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 6 Government and democracy 1832–68

1 Whig and Tory politics in the 1830s

2 Peel as prime minister from 1841

3 Peel’s fall from power

4 Chartism

5 Changes to party political structures by 1866

6 The 1867 Reform Act

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: OCR

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 7 Gladstone and Disraeli’s rival ministries 1868–85

1 Rival statesmen

2 The competing ministries of Gladstone and Disraeli

3 Changes to the democratic process

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 8 Industrialisation and the economy 1832–85

1 Economic developments of the 1830s and 1840s

2 Economic legislation in the 1840s

3 Mid-Victorian boom to 1873; Great Depression from 1873

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: OCR

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 9 Dealing with the poor: social developments 1832–85

1 The problem of poverty

2 Social reform 1832–53

3 Social reform 1853–85

4 Cooperative organisations and self-help

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: OCR

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

CHAPTER 10 Changes to the workplace 1832–85

1 Changes to working conditions after 1832

2 The development of trade unions

3 Trade union activity 1866–85

4 Key debate: Had living conditions in Britain improved between 1793 and 1885?

   Question practice: AQA

   Question practice: OCR

   Question practice: Pearson Edexcel

    Exam focus: AQA

    Exam focus: OCR

    Exam focus: Pearson Edexcel

    Timeline

    Glossary of terms

    Further reading

    Index




Dedication


Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.






Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


	•  AQA Component 1: Breadth Study: 1F Industrialisation and the people: Britain, c1783–1885

	•  OCR Unit Y110: From Pitt to Peel 1783–1853

	•  Pearson Edexcel Paper 1, Option 1D: Britain, c1785–c1870: democracy, protest and reform.



The specification grid on pages ix–x will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section will give you an overview of the history and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary.



Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Interpretations

These extracts from historians will help bring awareness of the debates and issues that surround this fascinating history topic.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions arranged by exam board. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Pitt from your Peel!



Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1


Context




Britain in 1783 was a growing country on the verge of great developments. Yet, it had recently lost a challenge to its empire, in the form of the American War of Independence, and was about to face further problems abroad and at home that would lead to significant political, economic and social impacts. By 1885, Britain had vastly changed, as had the lives of most of its population.


Politics

There was no single part of the government which held power. The British constitution was mainly unwritten – not written in laws. Rather, the parts of the constitution acted to provide an executive (the government), legislature (law-making body, or parliament) and judiciary (court system).

The head of state in 1783 was King George III (reigned 1760–1820). He was not an especially inspirational king, largely out of touch with both his population and his government. Unlike many other monarchs of the time, George III was not an absolute monarch (able to rule by decree). While the king could exercise considerable power to influence political decisions, especially through wealth and patronage, he needed to cooperate with parliament to rule the country successfully.


The executive

The king formed a government by selecting ministers from within parliament who acted as his supporters and advisers. Chief among these was the prime minister. The government took the lead in proposing legislation in parliament. Although the government did not answer to parliament, without parliamentary support it was difficult for them to be effective at governing.



The legislature

Parliament was responsible for passing new legislation. It consisted of two houses, the House of Lords and the House of Commons:


	•  The House of Lords was the more powerful of the two houses. It was an unelected body consisting of members of the Church of England clergy, such as bishops, and members of the nobility, such as dukes and earls. The number of members of the House of Lords varied over time. In the eighteenth century, there were 220 members. The House of Lords had the power to veto bills passed by the House of Commons.

	•  The House of Commons proposed and debated new laws. A bill passed in the Commons was sent to the House of Lords to vote on. Members of parliament (MPs) were elected in constituencies. Each one sent one or two representatives as MPs. However, the rules for who could vote varied between constituencies, and there was no consistent standard. Southern England was particularly well represented, but the north was not. Since MPs were not paid a salary, it was effectively impossible for anyone without a private income to be involved in politics. Therefore, although the Commons was elected, it was not democratic in the sense that we would understand in modern Britain.





The judiciary


	•  Senior judges were appointed by the Crown and given a salary. They had a measure of independence, guaranteed since 1701, that they could not be removed without both the House of Lords and Commons requesting the monarch to do so.

	•  Local law and order was maintained by local landlords and justices of the peace (JPs) who oversaw local court cases. Without a police force, they relied on the local militia or yeomanry, volunteer paramilitary forces, on which they could call if necessary.






Society

Society in Britain was very clearly stratified. Power and wealth were connected to land:


	•  The wealthiest, the nobility, owned huge areas of land. The landed nobility, about 400 families in the 1780s (who provided most of the 220 peers in the Houses of Lords), earned at least £5000 per year; approximately a dozen of the very wealthiest earned £40,000–50,000.

	•  The gentry had land and money but lacked the titles of the nobility. About 700 families of the gentry earned £3000–4000 annually, while another 4000 earned up to £3000.

	•  The yeomanry, less wealthy than the gentry, lived on £300–700 annually.

	•  The average British family of the time had an annual income of £20–30 a year.



There was a clear social distinction between those with money and those without. To stand as a member of parliament (MP) in 1783 required property worth £600 if in the country, or £300 if in a town. One could not be a JP with land worth less than £100, and game animals could not be shot, even on one’s own farm, by those with land worth less than £100. This meant that there were legal as well as lifestyle differences for those with wealth.



Economy

By the late eighteenth century, new technologies in textiles production and steam power had led to broad changes, collectively referred to by historians as the Industrial Revolution. In turn, this led to changes in communication, banking and the population. Because of industrialisation and urbanisation, the social structures of 1783 were starting to face pressure for change. The numbers of rural yeoman and gentry were in decline while the wealth of industrialists was growing.

As well as challenging social structures, the urbanisation created new centres of industry, especially in the north of England. In the 1780s, Manchester had 40,000 residents but by the 1801 census, this had already grown to over 70,000. These urban areas simultaneously reduced the direct control of landed elites over the working classes who were no longer on their land, and created dangerous, unhygienic areas of growing poverty in which radical ideas against the status quo could begin to form and spread. It is no coincidence that much of the political and social protest between 1783 and 1885 has strong links to northern urban areas.



Religion

Britain was fundamentally a Christian country in 1783, represented principally by the established Church of England. Crucially, this was the religion of the king and of the government. The existence of God was a widely accepted belief, with only a minority of radical thinkers open to the possibility of atheism.

Alongside the Anglican Church, there were several other Christian denominations. One was Catholicism, a religion that was viewed with suspicion by the establishment. A Catholic, for example, could not stand for election as a MP or hold a position in local government. Until 1778, Catholics had paid an extra tax and been banned from joining the army or purchasing land.

Other Protestant, Nonconformist sects were growing in 1783. They were accepted by Anglicans but seen as overzealous and a potential social threat. Examples include the Christian denominations of Methodism and Quakerism. These groups encouraged more evangelical ideas and sparked a renewed interest in religion and spirituality.



Britain in the wider world

Britain in 1783 was a powerful country, with a growing empire and commercial interests worldwide. However, in 1783, Britain had just lost the American War of Independence, surrendering control of its American colonies to the newly formed United States of America. Also, in 1789, the French Revolution challenged the international status quo and threatened traditional institutions in Europe. This dragged Britain into the Revolutionary and Napoleonic Wars. These conflicts not only stretched Britain’s labour and financial reserves, but also opened Britain up to radical protests and demand for domestic reform.

In the eighteenth century, Britain was heavily involved in the trans-Atlantic or ‘triangle trade’. This was a significant economic interest; British merchants controlled a large proportion of the shipping which transported enslaved Africans to the Americas for sale. Although this trade was fundamental to the industrialisation of Britain, especially in the cotton mills of northern England which relied on the cotton brought by merchants on the return leg of the slave journeys, the late eighteenth century also saw a growth in opposition which would result in the abolition of the slave trade by 1807.
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How useful is the picture in Source A for learning about the lives of black people in Britain?
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SOURCE A
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An engraving of Ignatius Sancho (1729–80), a black writer, composer and shopkeeper in eighteenth-century Britain. He was known for supporting campaigns to abolish slavery. This engraving was made in 1802 as a copy of a painting made in 1768. The very fact that we have two surviving images of him when we have so little evidence of the lives of the majority of the population of Britain at this time is evidence of the prestige that he gained.
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Were there black people in Britain?

As well as the wider African cultural history, which is not reflected in the story of the slave trade, there was a small but significant population of black people in England in the eighteenth century, most of whom were not slaves:


	•  In 1764, the journal Gentleman’s Magazine estimated that there were 20,000 black servants in London.

	•  During the American Revolutionary War, thousands of black families had fled to British territories to escape slavery, and over 1000 had ended up in London, Dublin and Liverpool.

	•  Many black people living in Britain were servants; there were also small communities of black sailors in port towns such as Southampton.

	•  Some individuals, often ex-soldiers, faced poverty, and it was not uncommon in cities to see black ex-servicemen begging.

	•  There were a small number of wealthy, successful black individuals who rose from being servants. When John Rippon, a black servant to the Earl of Powis, died in 1800 he left over £130 in his will. Ignatius Sancho was born on a slave ship but died a noted composer and writer (see Source A, above).



This book will address the themes of continuity and change in Britain over these turbulent and changing years from 1783 to 1885. Some of the changes happened because of social pressure; others were due to the leadership and decisions of key individuals, while still others were driven by economic need and changing technology. Remember that in dividing this book into sections, such as political change or international policy, we are using artificial divisions imposed with hindsight. In reality, events rarely divide so cleanly, and you should cross-reference and consider the implications of one area of change on others.
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