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About your qualification



Introduction to the carpentry and joinery qualifications


You are completing one of the following qualifications:


	●  Level 2 Technical Certificate in Site Carpentry (7906-20)


	●  Level 2 Technical Certificate in Architectural Joinery (7906-21)


	●  Level 2 Diploma in Site Carpentry (6706-23)


	●  Level 2 Diploma in Bench Joinery (6706-26)


	●  Level 2 NVQ Diploma in Wood Occupations – Site Carpentry (6571-21)


	●  Level 2 NVQ Diploma in Wood Occupations – Architectural Joinery (6571-22)




The Level 2 Technical Certificates and Level 2 Diplomas are for learners who are interested in developing the specific technical and professional skills that can lead to meaningful employment in the construction industry as a site carpenter or architectural joiner, or to support progression to Level 3 qualifications.

The Level 2 NVQ Diplomas in Wood Occupations are the on-programme qualifications for the Carpentry and Joinery Apprenticeship and are designed to provide the apprentice with the opportunity to develop the knowledge, skills and core behaviours that are expected of a competent Site Carpenter or Architectural Joiner.


How to become a site carpenter or architectural joiner


To become a fully recognised site carpenter or architectural joiner, you must complete the following:


	●  Carpentry and Joinery Apprenticeship (9078).




The 7906 Technical Certificates and 6706 Level 2 Diplomas provide the knowledge and practical skills to prepare you for an apprenticeship. The apprenticeship will give you an understanding of suitable on-site skills and further knowledge required to work in the construction industry.

How to achieve your qualification

The requirements for successfully obtaining your qualification depend on which programme you are enrolled on.

7906

The Level 2 7906 qualification is assessed using one multiple choice exam and one practical synoptic assignment.

For the synoptic assignment, a typical brief for site carpenters could be to build a stud wall with a return incorporating a serving hatch; architectural joiners may be asked to manufacture a bespoke door for an old cottage. You will need to draw on the knowledge, understanding and skills developed across the qualification to interpret drawings and specifications, prepare tools and materials lists, and to produce the specified product. You will need to demonstrate that you are following Health and Safety regulations at all times, which will draw upon your knowledge of legislation and regulations.

The exam draws from across the content of the qualification, using multiple choice questions to:


	●  confirm breadth of knowledge and understanding


	●  test applied knowledge and understanding – giving the opportunity to demonstrate higher-level integrated understanding through application, analysis and evaluation.




6706

The Level 2 6706 qualification is assessed through a series of multiple choice tests (one for each unit within the qualification) and practical assignments.

The practical assignments allow you to demonstrate your practical skills. Prior to carrying out each task, you will be provided with task instructions – for example, you may be asked to change circular saw blades and cut timber and manufactured boards. You will be told how the task will be assessed and how long you have to complete the task. Your assessor will watch you carry out the tasks and check your final pieces of work. You can ask your assessor for help in understanding the task instructions, but all of the work must be your own. You must use safe working practices at all times.

The multiple choice tests will cover all of the knowledge outcomes for each unit. 

6571

The Level 2 NVQ Diplomas in Wood Occupations are assessed by a portfolio of evidence completed for each unit within the qualifications. Evidence produced through performance in the workplace is the main source for meeting the requirements, and may include naturally occurring documentary evidence (hard copy and electronic), direct observation of activities and witness testimony. Workplace evidence is supported by evidence of knowledge and understanding, which may be demonstrated by:


	●  questioning


	●  recognised industry education and training programme assessment or professional interview assessment that has been matched to National Occupational Standards (NOS) requirements


	●  performance evidence.




The apprenticeship is assessed separately to the on-programme qualification and is assessed by an end-point assessment (EPA). In order to progress through the end-test gateway to end-point assessment, you must complete the following:


	●  Level 2 NVQ Diploma in Wood Occupations – Site Carpentry (6571-21) or Level 2 NVQ Diploma in Wood Occupations – Architectural Joinery (6571-22) qualification


	●  Level 2 Maths


	●  Level 2 English.




The graded EPA will be comprised of the following assessment methods:


	●  multiple-choice test


	●  one-day practical test, which includes a practical activity and oral questioning.
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How to use this book


Throughout this book you will see the following features:

Industry tips are particularly useful pieces of advice that can assist you in your workplace or help you remember something important.


INDUSTRY TIP

Approved Codes of Practice have a semi-legal status. This means that if you follow them you will be complying with the law; however, if you do not, you are not in breach of the law but would have to achieve or exceed the standards in them.



Key terms in bold purple in the text are explained in boxes to aid your understanding. (They are also explained in the Glossary at the back of the book.)


KEY TERM

Approved Code of Practice (ACoP): a document, usually produced by the HSE, that provides practical advice on how to interpret regulations, for example COSHH, The Provision and Use of Work Equipment Regulations or Safe Use of Woodworking Machinery.



Health and safety boxes flag important points to keep yourself, colleagues and clients safe in the workplace. They also link to sections in the health and safety chapter for you to recap learning.


HEALTH AND SAFETY

Not all construction sites permit smoking or the use of e-cigarettes. It is not a duty an employer has to fulfil, and is often discouraged because of the associated health, safety and welfare risks.



Activities help to test your understanding and learn from your colleagues’ experiences.


ACTIVITY

Use the sources of information listed above to find out how you can control exposure to dust created by power tools in the workplace. Once you have completed your research, make a list of the control measures. How many of these measures do you use in your place of work?



Apprenticeship only content is clearly labelled with tips and advice to help you through your apprenticeship. [image: Glossy red circle with silver border showing a white crossed hammer and wrench.]

Improve your maths items provide opportunities to practise or improve your maths skills. [image: Purple icon of a calculator. ]

Improve your English items provide opportunities to practise or improve your English skills. [image: Green circle shows a white hand writing.]

At the beginning of each chapter there is a table that shows how the main headings in the chapter cover the learning outcomes for each qualification specification.

At the end of each chapter there are some Test your knowledge questions. These are designed to identify any areas where you might need further training or revision.
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