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Introduction: about this book

This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following course:


•  AQA Unit 2O: Democracy and Nazism: Germany, 1918–1945



The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.

Beginning of the book

Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section outlines what you need to know about the beginning of the period and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.

Throughout the book

Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you to improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface type the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.

Key debates

The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.

Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.

Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.

Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions so that you can practise the questions relevant to your course. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.

End of the book

Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.

Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.

Glossary of terms

All the key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.

Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources. By going to www.hodderhistory.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:

Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively, they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.

Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Goebbels from your Göring!

Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.


Dedication

Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.


CHAPTER 1


Context: Imperial Germany in 1914



By the early twentieth century Germany had emerged from the era of nationalism to become a new and powerful country. After centuries of division the largest state of Prussia had forged the unification of Germany through a series of successful wars (against Denmark 1864, Austria 1866 and France 1870–1), which resulted in the formation in 1871 of the German Empire. Yet, 74 years later, amidst the ruins of its cities, Hitler’s Germany surrendered to the Allies in 1945. This left the country in fundamental division once again.
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Divided and united Germany


•  The Holy Roman Empire. Formed in the ninth century, but by 1800 Germany was a rambling empire of many separate states.

•  The German Confederation (1815–66). A loose political association of 39 different states replacing the collapsed Holy Roman Empire.

•  The German Empire (Kaiserreich) (1871–1918). (Also known as Imperial Germany or the Second Empire.) An authoritarian monarchical regime. The three emperors were: Wilhelm I (1871–88), Friedrich III (1888 – only 99 days) and Wilhelm II (1888–1918).

•  Weimar Republic (1918–33). A democratic republic.

•  Third Reich (1933–45). The Nazi dictatorship under Hitler.

•  Occupation and division of Germany (1945–90). Military occupation by the Allies leading to the division of Germany into two separate states: East Germany – the German Democratic Republic; West Germany – the German Federal Republic.

•  Reunification of Germany (1990 until the present day). Fall of the Berlin Wall 1989 leading to the unification of East and West Germany.
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The political system

Imperial Germany, in its political make-up, bore the marks both of its creator, Otto von Bismarck, and of the circumstances of its formation. Bismarck was a Prussian aristocrat himself and he sought to protect the power of Prussia and the elites by the terms of the new German constitution:


•  The King of Prussia was proclaimed the Kaiser of Germany, embracing 25 other different states over which he held great authority as a right.

•  The position of chancellor was independent of the Reichstag, as he and his ministers were solely responsible to the Kaiser.

•  It offered an element of democracy with the right to vote for all men over the age of 25. Yet, it was very limited as the Reichstag lacked real power.

•  The German army was accountable only to the Kaiser and swore allegiance to him and not to the government.

•  It deliberately excluded the large German-speaking area of Austria.



In the Bismarckian era up to 1890, the political system had functioned quite well, as the chancellor and the emperor shared the same political outlook. But, Kaiser Wilhelm II wanted to portray himself as an autocrat controlling the political scene and set on pursuing more aggressive militaristic policies. So from 1900 Imperial Germany was showing signs of growing political divisions (see Figure 1.1).

The German economy

The economy had grown rapidly. By 1871 it had already completed what economic historians describe as the ‘take-off’ into sustained growth. Industries associated with the first stages of industrialisation – coal, iron, heavy engineering and textiles – were well established and their production continued to increase.

By 1914 Germany had expanded to become continental Europe’s industrial superpower and it was in a position to compete with British supremacy. It had already exceeded Britain’s level of iron production and had nearly caught up with that country’s coal production. Steel production also increased by almost 90 per cent in this period so that German output was double that of Britain. Moreover, German economic expansion was not just built on the ‘old industries’; the very nature of its growth was more advanced, as the new industries created a ‘second industrial revolution’. Germany excelled in new and innovative technologies such as electrics, chemicals, pharmaceuticals and mechanical engineering. The companies Daimler and Diesel developed cars while AEG and Siemens became huge electrical businesses. This new economic transformation was supported by a well-developed transport infrastructure of trains and trams, an advanced banking system, and a population well educated in technical skills.
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Figure 1.1 Germany in 1914.



German society

The above dramatic economic advance caused fundamental social changes. The population had grown dramatically and by 1910 Germany had become an urbanised rather than agricultural society. Sixty per cent of Germans lived in towns; Berlin was then by far the largest city with 2 million inhabitants – but Munich, Leipzig, Hamburg, Dresden, Cologne and Breslau all exceeded half a million. Not surprisingly, with such a rapid growth there were problems of overcrowding and homelessness. Moreover, although unemployment was not a major problem, most workers had a poor standard of living.

Industrialisation inevitably brought about fundamental shifts in balance between the various classes in society – and increased tensions. There was a massive upsurge in membership of trade unions and, also by 1912, the SPD (the Social Democrats, see pages 9–10) – as the political representatives of the trade unions and the working classes – had become by far the largest parliamentary party in the Reichstag. They stood for socialism and campaigned for social and political changes. In practice, they had no real political power, but the Junkers, who sympathised with the army and the other elites, saw them as a major threat to the established order. Likewise, although many of the wealthy entrepreneurial middle classes sympathised with some political reform, they saw the increasing power of socialism as a concern to their economic position.

By 1914 Germany had become an increasingly rich but divided country which could not disguise its social, regional and religious differences. On the one hand, Imperial Germany looked like an entrenched autocracy with an eccentric Kaiser supported by the dominant elites. On the other hand, there were signs of an emerging parliamentary democracy with liberal values. These tensions were evident in the political system and Germany seemed incapable of adapting to real change in the years before the war.

War and defeat: collapse of Imperial Germany

The declaration of war in 1914 by the Kaiser generated a wave of patriotic support for the regime against the Allies, and the main parties initially agreed on a political truce. However, the failure of a quick military victory increased the pressure for ‘total war’. By 1916 Germany was being run virtually by a military dictatorship, while the food shortages and growing inflation sapped civilian morale. Two years later, in the autumn of 1918, military defeat and social discontent culminated in the collapse of the regime and in the abdication of the Kaiser.

The years 1918–45 – the main focus of this book – proved to be a highly traumatic period of history. In the first half of that period the new democracy, the Weimar Republic, was disadvantaged from the moment of its birth. Under the charismatic leadership of Adolf Hitler, the Nazis rapidly established a one-party dictatorship from 1933 that scarred the country and Europe for twelve years. By the end of the Second World War in 1945, Germany was once again militarily defeated and politically divided – with a host of new economic and social problems.
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