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Dedication

Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.








Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


	•  AQA 2R The Cold War, c.1945–91

	•  OCR Units Y223 (AS) and 253 The Cold War in Europe 1941–1995.



The specification grid on pages ix–x will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section outlines what you need to know about the beginning of the period and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface font the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary of terms at the end of the book.



Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Key debates

The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of the sections are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions, arranged by exam board so you can practise the questions relevant for your course. The exam hint below each question will help you if you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary of terms

All key terms in the book are repeated here.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in history, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hodderhistory.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively they may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, don’t hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it’s perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. This document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Adenauer from your Ulbricht!



Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives, and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1: Context



1 The international context of the origins of the Cold War




	•  What was the international impact of the Russian Revolution?






The Industrial Revolution of the nineteenth century created bitter social divisions between the newly created class of industrial workers, who toiled in the new factories, and the much smaller group of those who benefited from the profits of what the workers produced. The injustices of this system led to the development of socialist parties throughout Europe. By the 1880s, the ideas of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels (see page 6) were a powerful influence on European socialism: they were revolutionary and aimed at the overthrow of the existing social order and its replacement by a fairer society, which would give the workers control over the economy and improve their standard of living.



KEY TERMS

Industrial revolution The change from a predominantly rural economy to an industrial economy dominated by large-scale factory production.

Democratic When all eligible citizens participate directly or through elected representatives in their country’s government.

Bolshevik Party The Russian Communist Party, which seized power in a revolution in October 1917.






KEY FIGURES

Karl Marx (1818–83)

German philosopher whose writings formed the intellectual basis of communism.

Friedrich Engels (1820–85)

German industrialist and mill owner in Manchester, who worked with Karl Marx.

Vladimir Ilych Lenin (1870–1924)

Leader of the Bolshevik Party 1903–24 and ruler of Communist Russia 1917–24.




By 1900, the mainstream socialist parties in central and western Europe were becoming less revolutionary and were ready to work towards change using democratic rather than revolutionary means. The earlier threat of revolution had caused governments progressively to widen the franchise and reform working conditions in the factories. By 1914, when the First World War broke out, the main socialist parties in central and western Europe rallied patriotically to their countries’ support. Even in Russia, the majority of socialists were ready to support the war against Germany, with the exception of the Bolshevik Party. Its leader, Vladimir Lenin, however, hoped that a Russian defeat by Germany would lead to a Bolshevik or Communist revolution, which would then spread throughout Europe.


The Russian Revolution

Lenin was proved right in 1917. Heavy casualties, military defeats and chaotic organisation sapped the morale of the Russian army and led to revolution in February 1917 and the abdication of the tsar. A provisional government was established, but, in October 1917, the Bolsheviks, exploiting the misery caused by the government’s determination to continue the war against Germany, seized power and made peace with Germany. This action alone caused the Allied and Associated powers, who were fighting Germany, to view the new Bolshevik government with mistrust. In the subsequent civil war in Russia between the White Russians and the Bolsheviks, Britain, France, the USA and Japan gave the White Russians military and financial assistance. However, this did not prevent their defeat and confirmed Russian suspicions that Japan, the USA and the Western European states were out to destroy the Bolshevik regime, which (see pages 6–8), was also seen as an ideological challenge to Western democracy.



KEY TERMS

Allied and Associated powers Britain, France, Italy and Japan were allies, while the USA was ‘an associated power’ without being committed to an alliance.

White Russians The name given to members and supporters of the counter-revolutionary ‘White’ armies which fought against the Bolsheviks in the Russian Civil War (1918–21).

Ideological challenge Challenge to ideas and beliefs.

Comintern A Communist organisation set up in Moscow in 1919 to co-ordinate the efforts of Communists around the world to achieve a worldwide revolution.

USSR Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the name given to Communist Russia and the states under its control from 1922. Also known as the Soviet Union.

Popular fronts Coalitions of liberal, socialist and Communist parties.

League of Nations The precursor to the United Nations, set up in 1920.






The international impact of the Revolution

Marx and his fellow Communists had assumed that a Communist revolution would occur in a highly industrialised country such as Germany or Britain. Yet, contrary to these expectations, the revolution had broken out in Russia, which in 1917 was still predominantly a rural economy despite the accelerated development of its industries during the war. Lenin and his colleagues were convinced that communism in Russia could survive only if the rest of the developed world also went communist. With this in mind, the Comintern was founded to promote worldwide revolution. It tried to encourage revolutions in Germany and the Western European states and also supported nationalist independence movements in China and the British and French empires. Ultimately, as is explained in Chapter 2 (see page 7), the aim of Lenin and his successors was to establish a Communist society.

Strategically, Russia or the USSR, as it became called after 1922, was much weaker than it had been before 1914 under the tsars. Although the Bolsheviks won the civil war, they had been unable to stop Poland, Finland and the Baltic states (see the map, page 11) from becoming independent. These states now created what was called a ‘cordon sanitaire’, or barrier, between the USSR and central Europe, which prevented the USSR from becoming a direct threat to the Western powers. Throughout the 1920s, the USSR was on the defensive; it was slowly recovering from the civil war and feared that its enemies might combine to destroy the Revolution. When Stalin became the dominant leader in 1928, the USSR retreated into a policy of ‘socialism in one country’, whereby it concentrated on building socialism at home and tried to isolate itself from the rest of the world.

Once Hitler and the Nazi Party came to power in Germany, Stalin modified this policy. Hitler not only perceived the USSR and Bolshevism to be a mortal threat to Germany but was also determined to colonise and settle Germans in large parts of the western territories of the USSR. In reaction to this, Stalin advised Communists in the European states to ally with the more moderate, democratic socialist and liberal parties to form popular fronts against fascism. At the same time, the USSR joined the League of Nations and negotiated the Franco-Soviet Pact in 1935, and also intervened in the Spanish Civil War to support the Popular Front against Franco.

Despite the threats from Nazi Germany and Fascist Italy, Britain and France on the one hand and the USSR on the other still viewed each other with deep suspicion. To many in both Britain and France, the USSR was a far greater threat to Europe than Nazi Germany. It was not surprising, therefore, that Stalin feared that Britain and France would remain neutral if Hitler decided to attack the USSR. This mutual suspicion prevented any effective cooperation against Nazi Germany in the period 1938–9, and helps to explain why Stalin in August 1939 decided to agree to the Nazi–Soviet Pact, just ten days before the German invasion of Poland which triggered the Second World War. To avoid a war on two fronts, Hitler had offered Stalin eastern Poland, provided he remained neutral in the war against the Western powers.


The Second World War

The desire for security and a deep distrust of Britain and France had persuaded Stalin to take this step, but it was a serious miscalculation. He believed that the war would lead to a bloody stalemate and eventually to Communist revolutions in Britain, France and Germany, but Hitler rapidly defeated France in 1940, and on 22 June 1941 launched a massive attack on the USSR. However, even though this cost the USSR over 20 million casualties in the ensuing struggle, the war enabled the USSR to escape from its isolation. Once the USA entered the war in December 1941, the USSR had become, together with Britain and the USA, one of the victorious ‘Big Three’ powers in the fight against Nazi Germany and its allies.

Yet by 1943–4, when the ’Big Three’ started to discuss the shape of the post-war world, cracks had begun to appear in the alliance and the old mistrust resurfaced. It became clear that Britain and the USA had a very different concept of democracy from the USSR (see page 7). As the Allies advanced across the continent of Europe into Germany, each side pursued different policies. The USSR saw to it that in the liberated eastern countries the key political posts were occupied by Communists, while in the states liberated by Britain and the USA every effort was made to keep Communists from seizing power.

When the war against Germany ended in 1945, the global balance of power was radically altered. Britain and France were both powers in decline, while the USA had emerged from its isolationist policies in the 1930s to become the strongest military and economic power in the world. It was determined to open the world up to free trade and its version of democracy. The USSR, on the other hand, had also become a great power, controlling most of eastern Europe. It, too, had its own agenda. Ultimately, it believed in imposing communism on a global scale. In the short term, it was ready to compromise with the Western powers, but essentially it viewed these powers as ideological enemies, who were intent on the destruction of communism and the USSR.



KEY TERM

Isolationist Remaining aloof from international politics.




This then was the context of the Cold War that was to dominate the world until 1989.
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