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Dedication

Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.


Introduction: about this book

This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


•  AQA: The Tudors: England, 1485–1603 (AS only)

•  OCR: England 1485–1558: the Early Tudors

•  Pearson Edexcel: England, 1509–1603: Authority, Nation and Religion (up to 1558).



The specification grid on page viii will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

Those studying the AQA depth unit, English Reformation 1529–1570, may also find this useful.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.

Beginning of the book

Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section outlines what you need to know about the beginning of the period and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.

Throughout the book

Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you to improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface font the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary of terms at the end of the book.

Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.

Key debates

The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.

Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of most sections are useful for revision.

Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure that you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.

Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions, arranged by exam board. The exam hint below each question will help you should you get stuck.

End of the book

Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you to put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.

Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.

Glossary of terms

All the key terms in the book are repeated here.

Further reading

To achieve top marks in your history exam, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.

Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:

Activity worksheets

These activities will help you develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and helping you get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively, the worksheets may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, do not hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.

Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it is perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. The who’s who document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories so you know your Thomas Cromwell from Thomas Cranmer!

Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1

The Early Tudors 1485–1558



Who were the Tudors?

The Tudors were, in origin, a Welsh family of gentry stock who came from Anglesey in north Wales. From obscure beginnings they rose to power in the chaos of the Wars of the Roses, a dynastic war fought between the noble families of York and Lancaster (1455–87). Owain ap Maredudd ap Tudur (he later anglicised his name to Owen Tudor) established the family’s fortunes by marrying Queen Katherine, the widow of Henry V. Their sons, Edmund (died 1456) and Jasper (died 1495), were ennobled by their half-brother, Henry VI. As members of the English aristocracy, they played a pivotal role in the dynastic wars that engulfed the kingdom after 1455. Emerging victorious from the Wars of the Roses, Owen’s grandson, Henry, Earl of Richmond, founded the Tudor dynasty (1485–1603), one of the most celebrated royal families in English history.

This book focuses mainly on the following early Tudors:


•  Henry VII (1457–1509): after the death of Henry VI, he became the leader of the Lancastrian party and laid claim to the throne of England. His victory over the Yorkist king Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485 secured the English crown. He established the Tudor dynasty and laid the foundations for the better government of the kingdom.

•  Henry VIII (1491–1547): a powerful and ruthless king who ruled with an iron fist. The Reformation resulted in the dissolution of the monasteries and the removal of the pope as head of the English Church.

•  Edward VI (1537–53): he was a sickly child of nine when he succeeded his father Henry VIII. He was well educated, intelligent and a passionate Protestant. During his reign, England became a Protestant nation, although not necessarily a nation of Protestants.

•  Mary I (1516–58): a passionate Roman Catholic who contracted an unpopular marriage with Philip of Spain. Her attempt to undo the religious changes of her father and brother led to the persecution and execution of Protestants. The burning of Protestants earned the queen the nickname Bloody Mary.



England and Europe in the 1500s

England was neither strong nor wealthy enough to compete with the great Continental powers such as Spain, the Holy Roman Empire (which spanned Germany) or France, so England had to ally with one or other of its more powerful neighbours. Until 1559, western European foreign policy was dominated by the conflict between the Valois and the Habsburg. Several diplomatic considerations made it natural for the early Tudors to ally themselves with the Habsburgs. France had been England’s traditional enemy throughout the Middle Ages, and Henry VIII’s marriage to Catherine of Aragon in 1509 linked England dynastically with Spain and the Empire. This alliance not only offered more protection against possible French aggression, but also afforded economic benefits. The Habsburgs ruled the Netherlands, the major industrial centre in northern Europe, and as the English economy was dependent on the export of cloth via Antwerp, it was essential to maintain good relations. Although the Reformation of the 1530 and 1540s soured the relationship with Spain, the Anglo-Habsburg alliance was revived by Mary, cemented by her marriage with Philip II, and maintained until her death in 1558.

Historical and geographical background

The kingdom won by King Henry VII at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485 consisted of England, Wales, a part of Ireland known as the Pale, and Calais (in France). The kingdom over which Henry VII exercised his rule was not a homogeneous entity. It contained competing jurisdictions such as the Marcher Lordships in Wales, the Palatine earldoms of Chester and Lancashire, and the bishopric of Durham. These semi-independent lordships sat alongside English counties over which the monarch had full control.

The kingdom of England was multiracial, consisting of English, Welsh, French, Irish and Cornish. Although the language of government and law was English, several languages were spoken by large numbers of the Crown’s subjects: Welsh, Cornish, French and Gaelic.

On Henry VII’s accession in 1485, the population was estimated at around 2.3 million and had increased to nearly 3 million by the time of Mary’s death in 1558. The vast majority of the population lived in small villages in what was essentially a rural kingdom that was largely dependent on agriculture. Industry was small scale, cloth being the most important, and usually located close to cities and large towns, the biggest of which was the capital, London. By the end of Henry VIII’s reign in 1547, the population of London was around 55,000, whereas the second largest city in the kingdom, Norwich, had less than 15,000 inhabitants.

The kingdom was a rigidly class-based society dominated by the landowning elite. This elite consisted of the nobility, no more than 40 or 50 families, and gentry, estimated to be about 150,000 in number. The landowning elite made up around five per cent of an overwhelmingly rural peasant population. Less than six per cent of the population lived in urban centres, towns and cities, the majority of which were smaller than London and Norwich.

The sixteenth century witnessed a significant shift in the jurisdictional authority of the Crown when King Henry VIII absorbed Wales, abolished the Marcher Lordships and English palatines, including Durham, and claimed the whole of Ireland when he was crowned King in 1541. Later, in the reign of Mary, Calais was lost to the French and ceased to be a part of the kingdom, although the Channel Islands remained in English hands.

Government and the State

By the beginning of the sixteenth century, the State was assuming greater responsibility for every aspect of life. Government was becoming centralised and growing numbers of civil servants were being employed to administer both central and local affairs. Henry VII greatly assisted this process of change because after more than three decades of civil war, he established peace, restored the power of the Crown and brought stability to the government. As the administration grew in size, ministers realised that they had to take more control of the economy to ensure that the country was creating the wealth needed to pay the cost of government. Consequently, the government began to pass legislation to try to regulate the economy and to boost trade, both domestic and foreign.

As the English State increased its power and influence, the notion of the commonwealth, or ‘commonweal’, gained greater currency. As the wealth and power of the Church declined, especially after the dissolution of the monasteries in the 1530s, the government became responsible for the welfare of the people in the country. Poverty and vagrancy were serious problems made worse by periodic economic slumps, disruption of trade, and changes in industry and agriculture, especially the enclosing of land.

A central feature in the development of the State was the struggle for power among the ruling elites. Political rivalry and competition for royal patronage had the potential to disrupt, perhaps even threaten, the State and Crown. Henry VII was ruthless in his control and management of the elites, as was Henry VIII, who browbeat the elites, both lay and clerical, into submission. The submission of the clergy and control of the Church, second only to the wealth and power of the Crown, was a turning point in the development of an unitary state.

The monarchy

Although the State was growing in power and becoming more stable with the development of new offices of state and permanent civil servants, it was still dependent on the personality of the monarch. The Tudor State could only function with the consent of a majority of the people, and the aim of government was to establish a working relationship based on trust and mutual cooperation. The monarchy was a crucial component in maintaining this delicate balance between State and people. For Henry VII, the people that mattered were the landowners, the political nation, gentry and nobility with the wealth and power to either challenge or support the Crown and its government.

Henry VII’s defence of the Crown against pretenders and dissident noblemen set the template for his successors. Rebellion, whether motivated by grievances over tax such as in Yorkshire (1489) and Cornwall (1497) or by religion as in the Pilgrimage of Grace (1536–7) and counties of western England (1549), or even by enclosure as in Norfolk (1549), was ruthlessly suppressed. The control and management of the landowning elite was achieved by means of the twin pillars of power, namely patronage and punishment. Pioneered by Henry VII, this twin policy was developed by Henry VIII, who exploited the financial strength of the monarchy to create a Crown-dependent elite. The elites were encouraged to serve the Crown in local administration and the most important of them were attracted to court, the centre of government, where they competed to gain royal favour.

The relationship between Crown and elites was often strained but particularly when the succession was called into question. There was some anxiety when the nine-year-old Edward VI succeeded Henry VIII in 1547 because many feared a return to the chaos of the Wars of the Roses. This fear was exacerbated by the struggle for power between the dukes of Somerset and Northumberland. That the monarchy survived a period of rule by competing nobility was due to the strength of the administrative system and the respect shown by the majority of the population for the rule of law.

The succession of a female monarch proved especially controversial. Contemporary paternalistic attitudes meant that many thought the monarch should be male. England had no tradition of female monarchs. Henry VIII’s anxiety to ensure the succession of a male heir shows that he, too, believed that a female heir presumptive would create dynastic weakness. When Edward VI died in 1553, Mary had to thwart a plot by Northumberland to block her succession. Mary was conscious that there was opposition to the idea of a female monarch, especially one who was unmarried. In 1554 Parliament passed an Act Concerning Regal Power; this was a significant piece of legislation because it removed any doubts about the right of women to rule in England.

Religion

By the 1530s, Henry VIII had concluded that religion was such a serious concern that it could no longer be left under the control of the pope in Rome. The Reformation had made the monarch head of the Church and given Parliament control of religious policy. The Reformation was a significant process that witnessed the gradual shift away from Roman Catholicism to a form of Anglo-Catholicism that included elements of Continental Protestantism. The compilation of the Valor Ecclesiasticus and subsequent closure of the monasteries are regarded as yardsticks of the considerable changes in religion.

Greater change was to come in the shape of the Edwardian Reformation. Edward VI’s reign witnessed the first attempt to establish Protestantism as the State religion. Although the Protestant revolution is often regarded as the defining characteristic of Edward’s short reign, its efficacy has been questioned: by 1553 had England become a Protestant nation or a nation of Protestants? The greatest challenge facing Mary was religion. She had inherited a Protestant Church and State, but Mary was a devout Catholic determined to return England to the papacy. The struggle to reintroduce Catholicism went side by side with the task of eradicating Protestantism. The brutality of her actions against heretics earned her the epithet ‘Bloody Mary’. In the final analysis, Mary failed to re-establish Roman Catholicism.
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