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Dedication



Keith Randell (1943–2002)

The Access to History series was conceived and developed by Keith, who created a series to ‘cater for students as they are, not as we might wish them to be’. He leaves a living legacy of a series that for over 20 years has provided a trusted, stimulating and well-loved accompaniment to post-16 study. Our aim with these new editions is to continue to offer students the best possible support for their studies.






Introduction: about this book


This book has been written primarily to support the study of the following courses:


	•  AQA: The Transformation of China, 1936–1997

	•  Pearson Edexcel: Mao’s China, 1949–76.



The specification grid on page viii will help you understand how this book’s content relates to the course that you are studying.

Those studying for the IB: The People’s Republic of China, 1949–2005, may also find this useful.

The writer hopes that student readers will regard the book not simply as an aid to better exam results, but as a study which is enjoyable in itself as an analysis of a very important theme in history.

The following explains the different features of this book and how they will help your study of the course.


Beginning of the book


Context

Starting a new course can be daunting if you are not familiar with the period or topic. This section outlines what you need to know about the beginning of the period and will set up some of the key themes. Reading this section will help you get up to speed on the content of the course.




Throughout the book


Key terms

You need to know these to gain an understanding of the period. The appropriate use of specific historical language in your essays will also help you to improve the quality of your writing. Key terms are in boldface font the first time they appear in the book. They are defined in the margin and appear in the glossary of terms at the end of the book.



Profiles

Some chapters contain profiles of important individuals. These include a brief biography and information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.



Sources

Historical sources are important in understanding why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The questions accompanying each source will help you to understand and analyse the source.



Key debates

The key debates between historians will help you think about historical interpretations and understand the different points of view for a given historiographical debate.



Chapter summaries

These written summaries are intended to help you revise and consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.



Summary diagrams

These visual summaries at the end of each section are useful for revision.



Refresher questions

The refresher questions are quick knowledge checks to make sure that you have understood and remembered the material that is covered in the chapter.



Question practice

There are opportunities at the end of each chapter to practise exam-style questions, arranged by exam board. The exam hint below each question will help you should you get stuck.




End of the book


Timeline

Understanding chronology (the order in which events took place) is an essential part of history. Knowing the order of events is one thing, but it is also important to know how events relate to each other. This timeline will help you to put events into context and will be helpful for quick reference or as a revision tool.



Exam focus

This section gives advice on how to answer questions in your exam, focusing on the different requirements of your exam paper. The guidance in this book has been based on detailed examiner reports since 2017. It models best practice in terms of answering exam questions and shows the most common pitfalls to help ensure you get the best grade possible.



Glossary of terms

All the key terms in the book are repeated here.



Further reading

To achieve top marks in your history exam, you will need to read beyond this textbook. This section contains a list of books and articles for you to explore. The list may also be helpful for an extended essay or piece of coursework.




Online extras

This new edition is accompanied by online material to support you in your study. Throughout the book you will find the online extras icon to prompt you to make use of the relevant online resources for your course. By going to www.hoddereducation.co.uk/accesstohistory/extras you will find the following:


Activity worksheets

These activities will help you to develop the skills you need for the exam. The thinking that you do to complete the activities, and the notes you make from answering the questions, will prove valuable in your learning journey and in helping you to get the best grade possible. Your teacher may decide to print the entire series of worksheets to create an activity booklet to accompany the course. Alternatively, the worksheets may be used as standalone activities for class work or homework. However, do not hesitate to go online and print off a worksheet yourself to get the most from this book.



Who’s who

A level history covers a lot of key figures so it is perfectly understandable if you find yourself confused by all the different names. The who’s who document organises the individuals mentioned throughout the book by categories, so you know your Jiang from your Qing!



Further research

While further reading of books and articles is helpful to achieve your best, there’s a wealth of material online, including useful websites, digital archives and documentaries on YouTube. This page lists resources that may help further your understanding of the topic. It may also prove a valuable reference for research if you decide to choose this period for the coursework element of your course.
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CHAPTER 1 Context: China in 1936



Historical and geographical background

Until the nineteenth century, China, a vast Asian nation, the equivalent in size to the USA (see Figure 1.1, page 2), had regarded itself as a supremely independent society. Under the rule of its emperors, who had exercised absolute authority for thousands of years, it had developed a deep belief that it was a unique, self-sufficient culture which needed nothing from countries outside. However, this view was shattered during the nineteenth century when a number of foreign states, principally France, Britain, Germany and Japan, imposed a series of unequal treaties on China, which obliged it to grant crippling economic concessions as well as allow many Chinese cities and ports to come under foreign control.



Politics

The realisation that China was no longer truly independent produced two main responses in China. One was the growth of strongly nationalist feelings among many Chinese, outraged by the humiliation of their country. The other was a sense of bitterness towards the ruling Qing (Manchu) dynasty which had shown itself incapable of resisting foreign encroachment. It was little surprise, therefore, that the Qing, faced with growing mutiny and opposition in 1911, chose to abdicate a year later.


Guomindang (GMD)

A key factor in the organisation of resistance to the Qing had been the Guomindang (GMD), often referred to as the Nationalists. This party had come into being in the first decade of the twentieth century with the aim of modernising China by following a revolutionary programme whose first objective was the bringing down of the Qing. Yet, despite its contribution to the Chinese Revolution of 1911–12, the GMD was not in a position to take over. Its power base was in the south of China and it was unable to control affairs outside a limited area. Officially, authority was in the hands of the new Republican government in Beijing, the country’s capital, yet the Republic itself was weak and found it impossible to impose effective control over much of China. In many ways China was in a worse state than it had been under the Qing. Near bankrupt financially, it had to rely heavily on a foreign financial consortium led by Japan, its neighbour and traditional enemy.



The May Fourth Movement

China’s predicament became especially evident in the aftermath of the First World War (1914–18). In the hope of obtaining post-war support from the Western Allies in claiming the return of its German-held territories, China had declared war on Germany in 1917. However, in the Versailles peace settlement of 1919, China was curtly informed that it would not have its territories restored; the provinces formerly occupied by Germany were to be transferred to Japan. The news from Versailles created ferment in China. Outraged students took to the streets in protest against the humiliation of their nation and the failure of the Republican government to resist. Their protests were the beginning of a sustained reaction, known from its starting date as the May Fourth Movement.
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Figure 1.1 Map of China.





Chinese Communist Party (CCP)

It was in the atmosphere created by May Fourth that a new radical party was born. In 1921, in Shanghai, the Chinese Communist Party came into being. One of the CCP’s founder members was Mao Zedong, a peasant from Hunan province. Influenced by the Russian Revolution of 1917, which he saw as the overthrow of imperialism by the Russian people, he believed that Marxism provided the programme for the regeneration of China that he had been seeking.
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KEY TERMS

Russian Revolution of 1917 The takeover of power by the Bolsheviks (Communists) in October 1917.

Marxism A belief system developed by the German revolutionary Karl Marx (1818–83), who argued that every stage of history was shaped by the dialectic, a continuous struggle between a dominant and an oppressed class.
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The United Front

Initially, the two revolutionary parties – the GMD and the CCP – were cooperative rather than hostile. This was because at this stage all Chinese revolutionaries shared the same basic ambition: the defeat of China’s external and internal enemies. This common feeling created a joint wish to destroy the warlords, those military leaders who, since 1912, had seized on the weakness of the central Republican government to set themselves up as independent rulers in China’s provinces. It was to crush the warlords that the GMD and the CCP formed a United Front in 1924. Over the next three years their combined armies proved increasingly successful and by 1927 the warlords had been largely overcome.



The White Terror

With this achieved, Jiang Jieshi (Chiang Kai-shek), leader of the GMD, judging that the United Front had served its purpose in breaking the warlords, turned on his Communist allies in an attempt to annihilate them. Jiang’s ferocious action, known as the White Terror, was a product of his hatred of communism. Jiang had gone to the Soviet Union in the early 1920s to be trained as a revolutionary, but his experience there left him with an abiding detestation of Marxism. This became the motif of his political career, a commitment to destroy the Chinese Communists.



The Long March

It was over the next eight years that Jiang devoted himself to hunting the CCP to extinction. He very nearly succeeded. In a series of encirclement campaigns, he tightened the ring around the Communist bases in southern China. Such was the pressure on the CCP’s main base in Jiangxi in southern China by 1934, that it was only by a desperate flight that Mao’s Communists survived. It was the escape from Jiangxi to Yanan, in the northern province of Shanxi, that became enshrined in Communist legend as the Long March of 1934–5. This was portrayed as a 6000-mile triumphant journey whose survivors had been forged into an irresistible historical force, destined to rule China. In reality, the March had begun as a rout. Yet there was no denying that the CCP had successfully defied the Nationalists. Jiang would continue to attack the Communists but events were to show that his last opportunity to destroy them totally had passed.
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Figure 1.2 China’s population in 1933.






Economy and society

By international standards, China’s economy in 1936 was markedly undeveloped. Over four-fifths of the Chinese population were from the peasant class, which meant agriculture was the predominant activity (see Figure 1.2). While there were industries in the major cities and trade flourished in the main ports, a century of foreign domination had left China economically struggling and heavily indebted financially. It is true that there were some very wealthy Chinese, forming a prosperous middle class, but they represented only a tiny proportion of the population (see Figure 1.3, page 5). Poverty and hunger were widespread and endemic. It is notable that both revolutionary parties, the GMD and CCP, albeit by contrasting methods, were committed to social reform and the ending of poverty.
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Figure 1.3 China’s main areas of crop production.





Foreign influences in 1936


Japan

Once established in Yanan in 1935, Mao Zedong set about constructing a soviet. That Mao was able to do so was largely explained by a factor that dominated the Chinese situation – the occupation of China by Japan. In 1931, as a first step towards a massive expansion into Asia, Japan had occupied Manchuria. From this base, Japanese forces began to spread out into neighbouring regions. The presence of the Japanese constantly diverted Jiang from his chief objective, the destruction of the CCP.
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KEY TERMS

Soviet A self-contained, controlled area in which life is structured along communal, socialist lines.

Manchuria North-eastern area, composed principally of the provinces of Heilongjiang, Jilin and Liaoning.

Comintern The Communist International, the body set up in Moscow to organise international revolution by requiring foreign Communist parties to follow Soviet instructions.

Bourgeoisie In Marxist ideology, the exploiting middle class of financiers and industrialists who suppressed the proletariat (the workers).
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The Soviet Union

The creation of the CCP as a Marxist Party in 1921 was in part a product of Chinese admiration for the Russian revolutionaries whose anti-imperialism and refusal to recognise foreign claims in Russia chimed well with the wish of Chinese revolutionaries to see the end of the domination of China by outsiders. The Soviet government, through its main agency the Comintern, was swift to send representatives to China with the intention of bending the Chinese Revolution to its will. Soviet self-interest was shown in its willingness, initially, to support both the CCP and the GMD. Indeed, the Soviet calculation was that, as the GMD stood more chance of mounting a successful revolution, it was better to urge the CCP to merge with the GMD rather than continue as a separate party. There was an ideological aspect to this. According to the Marxist theory of the dialectic held by the Soviet Union, the revolution of the workers had to be preceded by a revolution of the bourgeoisie. In Soviet eyes, China, being a backward country, must first undergo a bourgeois revolution before it could have a genuine proletarian rising (see Figure 1.4, page 6).


[image: ]

Figure 1.4 The pattern of the dialectic.





Foreign capitalism

To the charge that they were simply rebels in the pay of the Soviet Union, the Communists responded by depicting Jiang Jieshi as a warlord whose power was based on a deal he had done with the Chinese bourgeoisie and foreign capitalists to support him financially in return for his making the protection of their interests his main objective. The GMD government in Nanjing was regarded by Mao and the Communists as an illegitimate regime in league with the most corrupt elements in Chinese society.
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