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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book

The Pearson Edexcel A-level Economics A specification is structured into four themes and consists of three exam papers. The aim of this guide is to help you prepare for Paper 2 (code 9EC0/02). Paper 2 ‘The national and global economy’ tests models and concepts from Themes 2 and 4. Consequently, it is important to study both themes (‘The UK economy: performance and policies’ and ‘A global perspective’) in preparation for taking exam Paper 2. This guide primarily covers Theme 2 material.

The concepts and models covered in this guide also directly feed into the synoptic Paper 3 ‘Microeconomics and macroeconomics’ (code 9EC0/03).

This guide should be used as a supplement to a taught course along with textbooks and other materials recommended by your teacher. There are two sections:


•  The Content Guidance section summarises the specification content of Theme 2. Theme 2 is based on the aggregate demand and aggregate supply model, which underpins the whole specification. Theme 2’s content comprises six main topics. These are covered in five subsections in this guide as the two specification topics ‘Aggregate demand’ and ‘Aggregate supply’ are covered together. A summary of key points is provided at the end of each subsection in this guide.

•  The Questions & Answers section provides guidance on how to answer A-level exam Paper 2 (although it primarily covers the Theme 2 material only). It includes multiple-choice and short-answer questions, data-response questions and extended open-response questions. It also includes student answers and commentary on how to improve performance.



Exam format

Paper 2 ‘The national and global economy’ has three sections:


•  Section A comprises five compulsory questions worth a total of 25 marks. Each of these five questions comprises a multiple-choice question (worth 1 mark) and either one short-answer question (worth 4 marks) or two short-answer questions (worth 2 marks each).

•  Section B comprises one compulsory data-response question broken down into five parts and worth a total of 50 marks. The mark allocations for these parts are as follows: 5, 8, 12, 10 and 15.

•  Section C comprises one extended open-response (essay) question which offers students a choice from two. This is worth 25 marks.



The time allowed for the examination is 2 hours.

Note that Paper 2 requires students to answer questions from Theme 2 ‘The UK economy: performance and policies’ and Theme 4 ‘A global perspective’. Students are required to learn the models and concepts from both themes in preparation for the exam. You are therefore advised to obtain the accompanying student guide in this series, ‘A global perspective’, which provides further guidance on the content and exam questions for Theme 4.
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