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How to get the most out of this book

This book will help you revise for the modern depth study The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home and abroad.

Use the revision planner on pages 2–3 to track your progress, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:


1  revised and understood each topic

2  completed the activities

3  checked your answers online.



The content in the book is organised into a series of double-page spreads which cover the content in the specification. The left-hand page on each spread has the key content for each topic, and the right-hand page has one or two activities to help you with exam skills or learn the knowledge you need. Answers to these activities can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads. Quick multiple-choice quizzes to test your knowledge of each topic can also be found on the website.

At the end of the book is an exam focus section (pages 40–46) which gives you guidance on how to answer each exam question type.
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Tick to track your progress as you revise each element of the key content.
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Content for each topic is on the left-hand page.
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Revision task: Shorter revision tasks help you remember key points of content.
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Exam tips: Throughout the book there are exam tips that remind you of key points that will help you in the exam.
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Key terms and Key profiles are highlighted in purple the first time they appear, with an explanation nearby in the margin. As you work through this book, highlight other key ideas and add your own notes. Make this your book.
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There are a variety of activities for you to complete related to the content on the left-hand page. Some are based on exam-style questions which aim to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills. Others are revision tasks to make sure that you have understood every topic and to help you record the key information about each topic. You can find answers to these activities online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotesdownloads.
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My revision planner

Key topic 1: The development of the civil rights movement, 1954–60

The position of black Americans in the early 1950s

Progress in education

The Montgomery Bus Boycott and its impact, 1955–60

Opposition to the civil rights movement

Key topic 2: Protest, progress and radicalism, 1960–75

Progress, 1960–62

Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65 (Part 1)

Peaceful protests and their impact, 1963–65 (Part 2)

Malcolm X and Black Power, 1963–70

The civil rights movement, 1965–75

Key topic 3: US involvement in the Vietnam War, 1954–75

Reasons for US involvement in Vietnam, 1954–63

Escalation of the conflict under Johnson

The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68, Part 1

The nature of the conflict in Vietnam, 1964–68, Part 2

Changes under Nixon, 1969–73

Key topic 4: Reactions to, and the end of, US involvement in Vietnam, 1964–75

Opposition to the war

Support for the war

The peace process and end of the war

Reasons for the failure of the USA in Vietnam

Exam focus

Question 1: Inference

Question 2: Causation

Question 3(a): Utility

Question 3(b): How interpretations differ

Question 3(c): Why interpretations differ

Question 3(d): How far do you agree with one of the interpretations?
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