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Introduction

This revision book will help you to achieve the best possible result in your Higher Modern Studies examination by explaining clearly what you need to know about the exam and what knowledge and skills you will need to display.

Access to the Hodder Gibson Higher Modern Studies textbooks will enhance the use of this revision guide.

The textbooks are:


•  Democracy in Scotland and the UK

•  Social Issues in the UK

•  International Issues.



You have already covered all or most of the skills and knowledge required to pass the exam but revision has a very important role to play. By working your way through this book you will find it much easier to understand what you need to display in your assessment answers. This will enhance your confidence and enable you to achieve your full potential.

You will also find advice about the assignment, in which you will apply research and decision-making skills in the context of a Modern Studies topic or issue of your own choice. This assignment is important as it will be marked by SQA and will contribute to your overall mark and grade.

We hope you will find this book of great value and support.

Good luck!

How you will be tested

You will have studied the following three sections:


•  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom

•  Social Issues in the United Kingdom

•  International Issues.



The Higher award is made up of two externally marked assessments:


•  Higher question paper 1 and paper 2 (80 marks)




    -  Paper 1 is allocated 52 marks and you will have 1 hour and 45 minutes to complete it

    -  Paper 2 is allocated 28 marks and you will have 1 hour and 15 minutes to complete it




•  Higher assignment (30 marks). You will have 1 hour and 30 minutes to complete it.



The marks you achieve in the question papers and assignment are added together and an overall mark will indicate a pass or fail. From this, your course award will then be graded.


Part One: Assessment

Chapter 1

The exam

The question papers

Question paper 1 has three sections:


•  Section 1: Democracy in Scotland and the UK



You will answer one essay from a choice of three.


•  Section 2: Social Issues in the UK



You will answer one essay from a choice of two from your chosen study.


•  Section 3: International Issues



You will answer one essay from a choice of two from your chosen study.

You will have 1 hour and 45 minutes to answer two 20-mark questions and one 12-mark question.

Question paper 2 has three mandatory questions as outlined below.

You will have 1 hour and 15 minutes to answer two 10-mark questions and one 8-mark question.
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Remember

In your paper 1 exam, the 20-mark and 12-mark questions can appear in any of the three sections.
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What types of questions will I need to answer?

There are three types of skills questions that you will have practised in class. These are:


1  Using between two and four sources of information to detect and explain the degree of objectivity of a given statement (10 marks).

2  Using between two and four sources of information to identify what conclusions can be drawn (10 marks).

3  Using sources of information to evaluate their reliability (8 marks).



In Part Five of this book we will look at examples of skills-based questions and students’ answers.

In the knowledge section of your exam you will answer four types of questions:


•  Analyse: 12-mark extended response, for example:



Analyse the new powers granted to the Scottish Parliament by the UK Government in recent years.


•  Evaluate: 12-mark extended response, for example:



Evaluate the effectiveness of government policies in reducing social and economic inequality experienced by a group in society.


•  Discuss: 20-mark extended response, for example:



With reference to a world power you have studied:

The political system of this country effectively protects the rights of its citizens.

Discuss.


•  To what extent: 20-mark extended response, for example:



With reference to a world issue you have studied:

To what extent have international organisations been effective in addressing this issue?
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Remember

In your paper 1 exam, the knowledge and skills questions for International Issues will not refer to a particular country or a particular issue. You will be expected to base your answer on your knowledge and understanding of your studied world power or issue.
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Do I have a choice?

Your teacher will usually have chosen one topic from each of the three sections for you to study and you will answer questions on these topics in your exam. In Democracy in Scotland and the UK there will be a mandatory (compulsory) section covering Scotland’s place in the UK political system and usually you will then concentrate on either the UK or the Scottish dimension. Your teacher will choose from the options listed below for each section.
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Hints & tips

What makes a good knowledge answer?


[image: ]  One that answers the question and only provides knowledge and understanding and analysis/evaluation that is relevant to the question.

[image: ]  One that is an appropriate length. Use the number of marks assigned to each question as a guide to how much you should write and how much time to devote to the question. An answer to a 20-mark extended writing question should include greater higher-order skills of analysis and evaluation and a more structured answer than one to a 12-mark question.

[image: ]  One that uses up-to-date examples to illustrate your understanding of the question being asked.

[image: ]  One that includes a range of points, detailed explanation and description and accurate exemplification, analysis and evaluation.



What makes a bad knowledge answer?


[image: ]  One that does not answer the question, or tries to change the question being asked. This is sometimes called ‘turning a question’.

[image: ]  One that gives detailed description or explanation that is not relevant to the question.

[image: ]  One that contains information that is out of date (you should be especially careful of this in the International Issues section).

[image: ]  One that simply consists of a list of facts with no development. You must tailor your answer to the question, and only give information that is relevant to what is being asked.
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Chapter 2

The assignment

Before your exam in May, you will carry out the assignment as part of your Higher course assessment. Your teacher will probably plan to complete this during the spring term before you sit the exam.

What is the assignment?

The assignment will apply research and decision-making skills in the context of a Modern Studies issue. You can choose a political, social or international issue. The information collected should display knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue chosen. SQA recommend that you should devote about eight hours for the research stage, including preparation time for the production of evidence.

The results of the research will be written up under controlled assessment conditions and must be completed within one hour and 30 minutes. The assignment is very important as it is worth a total of 30 marks.

You are allowed to bring two single-sided sheets of A4 paper (containing your research evidence) into the exam to refer to during the write-up. This is referred to as ‘research evidence’ and consists of materials collected during the research stage of the assignment.

What type of issue should I choose?

With agreement from your teacher, you should choose a topic that enables you to make a decision about an issue, for example: ‘The voting age in all Scottish and UK elections should be reduced to sixteen.’

Where do I gather information from?

The information gathered for your research can be broken down into two parts: primary information and secondary information.

Primary information

Primary information is evidence that you have gathered by yourself and is unique to your personal research. The ways in which you gather primary evidence can vary greatly – some examples are given below:


•  surveys/questionnaires

•  interviews

•  emails

•  letters

•  focus groups

•  field study.



Secondary information

Secondary information is evidence that you have gathered from research that was carried out by others. You should use it to help support your personal research. There are vast amounts of secondary information available, in many different formats – just a few examples are below:


•  school textbooks, newspapers and magazines

•  internet search engines and websites

•  TV and radio programmes

•  mobile phone apps

•  social media such as Twitter

•  library books and articles.



How do I plan my research?

To carry out a successful piece of personal research, you need to plan it effectively. You will need to keep all evidence of your planning so that your work can be accurately marked.

You may wish to consider the following questions about your primary and secondary sources:


•  What useful information have I gained from this source to help me research my issue?

•  How reliable is the information gathered from the source?

•  Could the source contain bias or exaggeration?



How is the assignment marked?

The allocation of marks is based on the following criteria:


1  Identifying and displaying knowledge and understanding of the issue about which a decision is to be made, including alternative courses of action – up to a maximum of 10 marks.



You should agree an issue to research with your teacher. It has to relate to one or more of the issues that you study in your course:


    •  Democracy in Scotland and the United Kingdom

    •  Social Issues in the United Kingdom

    •  International Issues.




2  Synthesising and analysing information from a range of sources, including use of specified resources – up to a maximum of 10 marks.



You will research a wide range of sources to provide contrasting views on your chosen issue. By linking information from a variety of sources and viewpoints, you will be able to enrich and synthesise the arguments that are developed in your report.


3  Evaluating the usefulness and reliability of a range of sources of information – up to a maximum of 2 marks. To achieve 2 marks, a comparative judgement of the sources must be made.



You will comment on the background and nature of the source. Does it provide only one point of view? Are its findings up to date, and so are its comments still relevant today?


4  Communicating information using the convention of a report – up to a maximum of 4 marks.



Remember that you are not writing an essay; you are considering the arguments for and against a proposal. You should write in the form of a report and include subheadings.

Here you should make conclusions relevant to the research issue. Try to avoid repeating findings you have already given.


5  Reaching a decision, supported by evidence, about the issue – up to a maximum of 4 marks.



The decision should be based on the body of evidence you have provided in the report.
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Remember

Five of the 10 marks are available for referencing the sources in your research evidence A4 sheets. Without direct referencing, a maximum of 5 is all that can be achieved.
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See Part Five (page 131) for advice on the best way to unlock the marks of the assignment and worked examples.
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Remember

The write-up of your research must be in the form of a report. You can include a summary of your findings in your notes that you bring into the exam as you must refer to these findings in your write-up, but you cannot simply copy them out.
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