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■  Getting the most from this book


Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.




Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.




Knowledge check answers

	1  Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.







Summaries

	■  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.






Exam-style questions

Sample student answers

Practise the questions, then look at the student answers that follow.

[image: ]

Commentary on sample student answers

Read the comments (preceded by the icon [image: ]) showing how many marks each answer would be awarded in the exam and exactly where marks are gained or lost.






■  About this book

This guide covers A-level Unit 4 Option 8 Germany: Democracy and Dictatorship c.1918–1945; Part 2: Nazi Germany c.1933–1945 in the WJEC GCE specification, which is worth 20% of the total A-level. This is the second half of the chosen depth study, the first half of which has been studied in Unit 2. Knowledge and understanding previously learnt in Unit 2 should be utilised when addressing the study of Unit 4.

The Content Guidance section outlines the key content areas within the period 1933–45. The first part of this section focuses on further developments in the Nazi control of Germany after 1933. It goes on to explore the impact of Nazi racial, social and religious policies between 1933 and 1945, and analyses the effectiveness of Nazi economic policy in those years. The next part of the option deals with changing Nazi foreign policy 1933–45, analysing the backdrop to the outbreak of the Second World War and evaluating the key developments during the war and the overall impact upon Germany.

The Questions & Answers section gives examples of responses to the extended-answer (worth 30 marks) questions in Q1 and Q2 or Q3, which focus upon the value of historical sources to a historian for a specific development and a choice of traditional essay type questions. Examples of both strong (A-grade) and weak (C-grade) responses to both types of question are provided. It is not possible to provide sample questions and answers for every development, so you must be aware that any part of the specification could be tested in the examination. This guide cannot go into full detail on every development, so you should use it alongside other resources, such as class notes and articles in journals, as well as at least some of the books included in the reading list drawn up by the WJEC for this specification.






Content Guidance

■  Chronology of Nazi Germany 1933–45









	
Year


	
Date


	
Event







	
1933


	
30 January


	
Hitler becomes Reich chancellor





	
	
27 February


	
Reichstag fire





	
	
28 February


	
Reichstag Fire Decree





	
	
5 March


	
Reichstag election





	
	
21 March


	
Day of Potsdam ceremony





	
	
23 March


	
Enabling Act





	
	
1 April


	
National boycott of Jewish businesses





	
	
7 April


	
Law for the Restoration of the Professional Civil Service





	
	
2 May


	
Trade unions abolished





	
	
10 May


	
Burning of un-German books





	
	
22 June


	
SPD abolished





	
	
14 July


	
Law preventing the formation of parties





	
	
	
Compulsory sterilisation legalised





	
	
20 July


	
Concordat with Catholic church





	
	
14 October


	
Germany leaves the League of Nations





	
	
12 November


	
One-party election





	
1934


	
30 June


	
Night of the Long Knives





	
	
2 August


	
Death of President Hindenburg





	
	
19 August


	
Hitler becomes Führer and Reich chancellor





	
	
24 October


	
German Labour Front established





	
1935


	
16 March


	
Conscription reintroduced





	
	
15 September


	
Nuremberg Laws





	
1936


	
7 March


	
Remilitarisation of the Rhineland





	
	
1 October


	
Four-Year Plan





	
1937


	
5 November


	
Hitler presents his view of foreign policy (Hossbach Memorandum)





	
1938


	
11 March


	
Anschluss with Austria





	
	
29 September


	
Munich Conference





	
	
1 October


	
Czech crisis: Sudetenland occupied





	
	
9 November


	
Kristallnacht





	
1939


	
15 March


	
Remainder of Czechoslovakia occupied





	
	
23 August


	
Nazi–Soviet Non-Aggression Pact (Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact)





	
	
1 September


	
German invasion of Poland





	
	
3 September


	
Britain and France declare war on Germany





	
1940


	
22 June


	
French surrender/armistice with Germany





	
	
July–October


	
Battle of Britain





	
1941


	
22 June


	
German invasion of the Soviet Union





	
	
7 December


	
The USA enters the war





	
1942


	
20 January


	
Wannsee Conference





	
	
13 February


	
Albert Speer becomes armaments minister





	
	
23 August 1942–2 February 1943


	
Battle of Stalingrad





	
1944


	
6 June


	
D-Day invasion





	
	
20 July


	
Stauffenberg’s bomb plot





	
1945


	
30 April


	
Hitler kills himself





	
	
7–8 May


	
German armed forces surrender to the Allies
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