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CEM (Durham University) produce annual 11+ tests (CEM Select Entrance Assessments) for independent schools and selective state schools and do not make past papers available to pupils. However, the feedback from our specialist team of 11+ tutors, independent schools’ teachers, test writers and specialist authors enables us to provide you with a series of tests equipping your child with the highest level preparation. This publication covers a range of questions representative of the CEM assessments, tracking trends and levels of difficulty from recent years, based on our feedback. Tests change from year to year and there is therefore no guarantee that all question types your child will encounter are represented in this publication.

Please note: Hachette UK is not associated with CEM or linked to Durham University in any way. These tests do not include any official questions and they are not endorsed by CEM or Durham University. ‘CEM’, ‘Centre for Evaluation and Monitoring’, ‘Durham University’ and ‘The University of Durham’ are all trademarks of Durham University.
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Every effort has been made to trace all copyright holders, but if any have been inadvertently overlooked, the Publishers will be pleased to make the necessary arrangements at the first opportunity.

Although every effort has been made to ensure that website addresses are correct at time of going to press, Galore Park cannot be held responsible for the content of any website mentioned in this book. It is sometimes possible to find a relocated web page by typing in the address of the home page for a website in the URL window of your browser.

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in well-managed forests and other controlled sources. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.

Orders: Teachers please contact Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 4SE. Telephone: (44) 01235 400555. Email primary@bookpoint.co.uk. Lines are open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service.

Parents, Tutors please call: 020 3122 6405 (Monday to Friday, 9:30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.). Email: parentenquiries@galorepark.co.uk

Visit our website at www.galorepark.co.uk for details of other revision guides for Common Entrance, examination papers and Galore Park publications.
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How to use this book

Introduction

These practice papers have been written to provide final preparation for your CEM 11+ verbal reasoning test. To give you the best chance of success, Galore Park has worked with 11+ tutors, independent schools’ teachers, test writers and specialist authors to create these practice papers.

This book includes four model papers. Each paper contains 68–78 multiple-choice and standard questions, testing a variety of skills. The papers increase in difficulty from Paper 1 to Paper 4 and all work to a timing that is typical of CEM tests in the past. This is because CEM tests can change in difficulty both from year to year and from school to school.

So that you experience how the CEM tests work, we have included a few key elements to help you become familiar with what to expect:


•  Not all of the question types will appear in each paper and some may occur more than once.

•  Each test lasts between 28 and 35 minutes (there are often many questions that you may not complete in the time given).

•  The sections (or parts) within each paper are short and of unpredictable length.

•  Each part begins with an untimed introduction and a training question to explain the question format.



It is important to read the instructions carefully as you will be asked to record your answers in a variety of ways:


•  choosing a multiple-choice option using a separate answer sheet

•  choosing a multiple-choice option, writing / recording this on the paper itself.



Because you are using the e-book edition, please write your answers on a separate sheet of paper instead.

These different styles are included because the online tests expect you to be able to adapt to different question formats quickly as you move on from one part of a paper to the next. These formats can also change from year to year.

As you mark your answers, you will see references to the Galore Park 11+ Verbal Reasoning Study and Revision Guide. These references have been included so that you can go straight to some useful revision tips and find extra practice questions for those areas where you would like more help.

Working through the book

You may find some of the questions hard, but don’t worry – these tests are designed to make you think. Agree with your parents on a good time to take the test and follow the instructions below to prepare for each paper as if you are actually going to sit your Pre-test/11+ verbal reasoning test.


1  Read the general instructions before you begin each practice paper.

2  Download the answer sheet from galorepark.co.uk/answersheets and print it out before you begin.

3  Take the test in a quiet room. Set a timer and record your answers as instructed.

4  Note down how long the test takes you (all questions should be completed even if you run over the time suggested). If possible, complete a whole paper in one session.

5  Mark the paper using the answers at the back of the book.

6  Go through the paper again with a friend or parent, talk about the difficult questions and note which parts of the revision guide you are going to review.



Do not look at the answers until you have attempted a whole paper.
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If you would like to take further CEM-style papers after completing this book, you will find more papers in the Pre-test/11+ Verbal Reasoning Practice Papers 1 and 2 (see Continue your learning journey).
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Test day tips

Take time to prepare yourself on the day before you go for the test. Remember to take sharpened pencils, an eraser and, if you are allowed, water to maintain your concentration levels and a watch to time yourself.

… and don’t forget to have breakfast before you go!
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Pre-test and the 11+ entrance exams

This title is part of the Galore Park Pre-test/11+ series and there are three further Verbal Reasoning Practice Paper titles (see Continue your learning journey).

This series is designed to help you prepare for pre-tests and 11+ entrance exams if you are applying to independent schools. These exams are often the same as those set by local grammar schools.

Pre-tests and 11+ verbal reasoning tests appear in a variety of formats and lengths and it is likely that if you are applying for more than one school, you will encounter more than one of style of test. These include:


•  Pre-test/11+ entrance exams in different formats from GL, CEM and ISEB

•  Pre-test/11+ entrance exams created specifically for particular schools.



As the tests change all the time it can be difficult to predict the questions, making them harder to revise for. If you are taking more than one style of test, review the books in the Continue your learning journey section to see which other titles could be helpful to you.
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For parents

For your child to get the maximum benefit from these papers, they should complete them in conditions as close as possible to those they will face in the actual test, as described in the Working through the book section.

Working with your child to follow up the revision work suggested in the answers can improve their performance in areas where they are less confident and boost their chances of success.
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For teachers and tutors

As the papers get progressively more difficult, they offer practice in increasing speed at answering questions required in the most challenging verbal reasoning tests.

The answer sheets provide helpful practice in recording answers on a separate document.

Remediation suggested in the answers, referencing the Revision Guide, can be helpful for follow-up revision having completed the paper.
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Continue your learning journey

When you have completed these Practice Papers, you can carry on your learning right up until exam day with the following resources.
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The Revision Guide (referenced in the answers to this book) covers basic skills in all areas of verbal reasoning, and guidance is provided on how to improve in this subject.

Pre-test/11+ Practice Papers 1 and 2 are designed to provide a complete revision experience across the various test styles you may encounter. Between the two titles there are eighteen tests of varying lengths, each followed by comprehensive answer explanations.


•  Book 1 begins with four training tests, followed by four short papers and two longer format papers designed to develop your confidence and speed.

•  Book 2 contains a further eight model papers and answers to improve your accuracy, speed and ability to deal with variations in question format under pressure.



GL 11+ Verbal Reasoning Practice Papers contains four practice papers designed for preparation for the GL-style tests. Each paper is split into short tests in verbal reasoning. The tests vary in length and format and are excellent for short bursts of timed practice.

The Workbooks will further develop your skills with over 220 questions to practise in each book. To prepare you for the exam, these books include more examples of the question variations you meet in these Practice Papers – the more times you practise the questions, the better equipped for the exams you will be.


•  Age 8–10: Increase your familiarity with variations in the question types.

•  Age 9–11: Experiment with further techniques to improve your accuracy.

•  Age 10–12: Develop faster response times through consistent practice.
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Use Atom Learning to improve familiarity with online tests: the online learning platform adapts to your ability to ensure you are always working on your optimal learning path and the adaptive, mock-testing facility looks and scores in the style of the pre-tests.

galorepark.co.uk/atomlearning
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Preparing for each paper

Read these instructions before you begin each practice paper.


  1  Take this test in a quiet room. Have your timer ready.

  2  Check at the beginning of Part 1 if you will be recording your answers on an answer sheet. If a sheet is required, download it from galorepark.co.uk/answersheets and print it out before you begin.

  3  This test is made up of four Parts, 1–4. You should complete all four parts of this paper.

  4  Each part begins with an introduction, an example question and a training question. These pages are untimed and you should read these instructions carefully, then complete the training question before beginning the timed questions.

  5  Start the timer after completing the introduction to each part and before you look at the timed questions.

  6  Stop the timer at the end of each part, as instructed.

  7  For Parts 1–4:




      a  aim for the time given

      b  complete all questions

      c  note the actual time you have taken at the end of each part.




  8  Answer the questions as described in the introduction at the beginning of each part, using a pencil.

  9  If you want to change an answer as you work through a part, rub your answer out and rewrite it. You cannot change an answer after you have completed a part.

10  Work as quickly and efficiently as you can. If a question is difficult to answer, come back to it after finishing the other questions in that part.

11  Aim to answer each question before you finish, even if you are not completely sure of the answer.

12  Do not look at the answers before completing the entire paper. The instructions in Working through the book explain how to review your answers.



Always read the instructions on exam papers carefully and make sure you understand exactly what you need to do to answer the questions.
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