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Introduction

This book has been written to support your study of the International Option: International History, 1870–1945 for Cambridge International AS Level History (syllabus code 9489).

This introduction gives you an overview of:


•  the content you will study for the International Option: International History, 1870–1945 – structure of the syllabus

•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.



1 What you will study

This book is a study of international relations and international history from 1870 to 1945, which is dominated by the emergence of the ‘New Imperialism’, the two world wars, turmoil in China and the emergence of two new imperial powers, Japan and the USA. Yet these were also years when there were attempts to create a new international system of peace and security through the League of Nations.

Between 1870 and 1914 the European imperial powers partitioned and colonized Africa, leaving only Liberia and Ethiopia independent. Only great power rivalry saved China from a similar fate. The years 1870–1914 saw the development of both Japan and the USA as imperial powers, which began to play important roles in the power politics of the time. The year 1870 was also the date when Prussia defeated France and created the German Reich (Empire) which was to become, for most of the period studied by this book, the dominant power in continental Europe. The tensions created by the emergence of this new great power led to the formation of rival alliance systems and ultimately to the outbreak of war in 1914. The First World War and the Russian Revolution of 1917 were seismic events that influenced the history of not just Europe but of the world for the rest of the century. Although the focus of the war was the European continent, by November 1918 Japan, the USA and China had been sucked into the conflict and the peoples and economies of the British and French empires mobilized for the struggle. The post-war peace treaties proved deeply flawed and were perceived by the defeated powers as acts of revenge. Between 1919 and 1939, Soviet Russia gave support to communist groups in central and western Europe and encouraged nationalist and communist movements in the French and British colonial empires and particularly in China.

In 1924 the USA’s new willingness to play a leading financial role in the reconstruction of Germany’s economy and the atmosphere of détente opened the way up for the gradual peaceful revision of the Treaty of Versailles and the more effective functioning of the League of Nations. Yet this period was short-lived. The Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression were significant causes of the rise of extremism and nationalism in Germany and Japan, leading to the failure of both disarmament and the League of Nations.

As a consequence of the impact of the Great Depression on the Japanese economy, the influence of the army in Japanese politics became dominant. From 1931, with the seizure of Manchuria, until defeat in 1945, Japan was engaged in steadily escalating conflict first with China and then with Britain and the USA after the attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941. In Germany the Great Depression was instrumental in bringing Hitler and the Nazis to power, whose aggression caused the outbreak of the Second World War despite the appeasement policies of Britain and France.

This book covers the following topics:


•  Chapter 1 explores the impact of European imperialism on the rest of the world, particularly Africa and China before 1914, as well as the impact of this imperialism on relations between the European powers. It looks, too, at the emergence of two new world powers, the USA and Japan.

•  Chapter 2 analyzes the peace settlements of 1919–20 and their impact on Europe, as well as attempts to solve the reparation problem and to reconcile France and Germany. It also looks at the aims, membership and development of the League of Nations and efforts to secure global disarmament during the 1920s.

•  Chapter 3 looks at the impact of the Wall Street Crash and the Great Depression, which brought Adolf Hitler to power in Germany. The consequences of this for both disarmament and the League of Nations and the causes of the Second World War are the main themes of this chapter.

•  Chapter 4 explores developments in China and Japan in the period 1912–45. The ‘warlord era’, Chiang Kai-shek’s response to the Communists and the role of Mao Zedong up to 1945 are all discussed, as well as the establishment of a military dictatorship in Japan and its consequences.



2 Structure of the syllabus

The Cambridge International AS Level History course will be assessed through two papers, a Document Paper and an Outline Study.


•  Paper 1: For Paper 1 you need to answer one two-part document question on one of the options given. You will need to answer both parts of the option you choose. This counts for 40 per cent of the AS Level.

•  Paper 2: For Paper 2 you need to answer two two-part questions from three on one of the options given. You must answer both parts of the question you choose. This counts for 60 per cent of the AS Level.



AS Level topics rotate between Papers 1 and 2 year-on-year – the prescribed topic for Paper 1 in the June and November series of any given year is not used for Paper 2.

Examination questions

For Paper 1 there will be two parts to each question. For part (a) you will be expected to consider two sources on one aspect of the material. For part (b) you will be expected to use all the sources and your knowledge of the period to address how far the sources support a given statement.

For Paper 2 you will select two questions from the option on International History 1870–1945. There will be two parts to each question. Part (a) requires a causal explanation and Part (b) requires you to consider and weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors. You will need to answer both parts of the question you choose.

Command words

When choosing the two essay questions, keep in mind that it is vital to answer the actual question that has been asked, not the one that you might have hoped for. A key to doing well is understanding the demands of the question. Cambridge International AS Level History uses key terms and phrases known as command words. The command words are listed in the table below, with a brief explanation of each.



	Command word
	What it means



	Assess
	Make an informed judgement



	Compare
	Identify/comment on similarities and/or differences



	Contrast
	Identify/comment on differences



	Discuss
	Write about issue(s) or topic(s) in depth in a structured way



	Evaluate
	Judge or calculate the quality, importance, amount or value of something



	Explain
	Set out purposes or reasons/make the relationships between things evident/provide why and/or how and support with relevant evidence




Questions may also use phrases such as:


•  How far do/does X support…?

•  To what extent…?

•  Account for…



Key concepts

The syllabus also focuses on developing your understanding of a number of key concepts and these are also reflected in the nature of the questions set in the examination. The key concepts for AS History are:

[image: ] Cause and consequence

The events, circumstances, actions and beliefs that have a direct causal connection to consequential events and developments, circumstances, actions or beliefs. Causes can be both human and non-human.

[image: ] Change and continuity

The patterns, processes and interplay of change and continuity within a given time frame.

[image: ] Similarity and difference

The patterns of similarity and difference that exists between people, lived experiences, events and situations in the past.

[image: ] Significance

The importance attached to an event, individual or entity in the past, whether at the time or subsequent to it. Historical significance is a constructed label that is dependent upon the perspective (context, values, interests and concerns) of the person ascribing significance and is therefore changeable.

The icons above appear next to questions to show where key concepts are being tested and what they are.

Answering the questions

With Paper 1, the Document Paper, you have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer the two parts to the question. On Paper 2, the Outline Study, you have 1 hour and 45 minutes to answer two two-part questions. It is important that you organize your time well. In other words do not spend 70 minutes on one question on Paper 2 and leave yourself just 35 minutes to do the second question. Before you begin each question, take a few minutes to draw up a brief plan of the major points you want to make and your argument. You can then tick them off as you make them. This will help you produce a coherent and well-argued answer. A good essay will be well organized with well-supported arguments and a conclusion while a bad essay will lack coherence and jump from point to point.

The answers that you write for both papers will be read by trained examiners. The examiners will read your answers and check what you write against the mark scheme. The mark scheme offers guidance to the examiner but is not comprehensive. You may write an answer that includes analysis and evidence that is not included in the mark scheme and that is fine. It is also worth remembering that the examiner who marks your answers is looking to reward arguments that are well supported, not to deduct for errors or mistakes.

Answering source questions

For the Comparison Question (a) you should be able to:


•  make a developed comparison of the two sources

•  explain why points of similarity and difference exist

•  use contextual knowledge or source evaluation to explain the similarities and differences

•  evaluate the source to reach a supported judgement as to how far the sources support the statement.



Answering essay questions

Both the short and long answer questions should:


•  be well focused

•  be well supported by precise and accurate evidence

•  reach a relevant and supported conclusion or judgement

•  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of historical processes

•  demonstrate a clear understanding of connections between causes.



Your essay should include an introduction which sets out your main points. Do not waste time copying out the question but do define any key terms that are in the question. The strongest essays show awareness of different possible approaches to the question. You will need to write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs, providing detailed and accurate information to support them. Each paragraph will focus on one of your main points and be directly related to the question. Finally, you should write a concluding paragraph. All of these skills are developed throughout the book in the Study skills section at the end of each chapter.

What will the examination paper look like?

Cover

The cover of the examination paper states the date of the examination and the length of time you have to complete it. Instructions state that you should answer questions from only one section, Section A, the International option. The cover will also tell you the total number of marks for the paper – 40 for Paper 1 and 60 for Paper 2 – and will also tell you the number of marks for each question or part question.

Questions

Read through Section A, the International option. With Paper 1 you will have no choice but to answer the document question from that section, but for Paper 2 choose which two out of three questions you can answer most fully.

With Paper 1 you might find it helpful to:


•  spend ten minutes reading the sources carefully

•  identify the key terms and phrases in the question so that you remain focused on the actual question

•  underline any quotations you will use to support your arguments.



If you spend about 10 minutes carefully reading the sources you will have about 1 hour left to answer the two questions. It is advisable to spend somewhere around 20–25 minutes answering (a) and 35–40 minutes answering (b).

With Paper 2 you might find it helpful to:


•  circle the two questions you intend to answer

•  identify the command terms and key words and phrases so that you remain focused on them.



Then spend time drawing up plans. If, for Paper 2, you allow 5 minutes to decide which questions to answer you will have 50 minutes for each question, 5 minutes to plan and 45 minutes to write answers to part (a) and (b). It is advisable to spend somewhere around 15–20 minutes answering (a) and 30–35 minutes on (b).

3 About this book

Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the Cambridge International syllabus. The content follows closely the layout and sequence of the Cambridge syllabus with each chapter representing each topic.

Chapters start with an introduction outlining key questions they address. Each key question is accompanied by content that you are expected to understand and deploy when addressing the key question.

Throughout the chapters you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are emboldened in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Key figures and profiles

Key figures highlight important individuals and can be found in the margin. Some chapters contain profiles that offer a more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Throughout the book you will encounter both written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken or on what contemporary writers and politicians based their actions. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into International History, 1870–1945. To help with analyzing the sources think about the message of the source, its purpose, and its usefulness for a particular line of inquiry. The questions that accompany the source will help you with this.

Extension boxes

Sometimes it is useful to go beyond the syllabus to help further your understanding of the topic. The extension boxes will include a variety of additional information such as useful debates and historians’ views.

Activities

Activities and tasks throughout the book will help you develop conceptual understanding and consolidate knowledge.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram which gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision.

Chapter summaries

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Refresher questions

Questions at the end of each chapter will serve as a useful tool to test your knowledge of what you have read. These are not exam-style questions, but will serve as prompts and show where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.

Study skills

At the end of each chapter you will find guidance on how to approach both writing a successful essay and how to evaluate sources. We also analyze and comment on some sample answers. These are not answers by past candidates. We have written them to help you to see what part of a good essay and piece of source analysis might look like.

End of the book

The book concludes with the following sections:

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books and websites which may help you with further independent research. At this level of study, it is important to read around the subject and not just solely rely on the content of this textbook. The further reading section will help you with this. You may wish to share the contents of this area with your school or local librarian.

Online teacher support

In addition to this book there is an online teacher resource* for sale that will provide support for all three AS Level Paper 1 and Paper 2 options:


•  The History of the USA, 1820–1941

•  Modern Europe, 1750–1921

•  International History, 1870–1945



The online material can be found here: www.hoddereducation.com

It includes:


•  simple factual knowledge recall tests

•  quizzes to test understanding of definitions and key terms to help improve historical understanding and language

•  schemes of work

•  worksheets to be used in the classroom or study at home

•  sample exam-style questions and answers

•  links to websites and additional online resources.



*The online teacher support component is not endorsed by Cambridge International.
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