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Introduction

This book will help you to achieve three things:

1 To be a confident and creative linguist

To be proficient in French at Diploma level you need to gradually build up your level of skill in reading, listening to, speaking and writing the language.


•  This new edition of our book will steer you along the path to proficiency by offering a range of texts and tasks that will provoke your curiosity, stimulate you to think and challenge you to be creative with the language.

•  As you work through the course, you will acquire strategies for writing, highlighted in the Comment écrire feature. In doing so, you will learn to be a good communicator, a key attribute of the IB learner profile. In keeping with the aims of the IB, our book also explores concepts and issues that will enable you to become more knowledgeable, make you a more open-minded student of other cultures, and turn you into a more reflective learner.

•  We introduce and remind you of the ‘nuts and bolts’ of French language in regular Grammaire features; these are linked to a more detailed grammar summary at the end of the book, covering all the key structures that you need to know.

•  The core of the new syllabus includes Théorie de la connaissance and Créativité, activité, service and these are woven into each unit. Listening comprehension now forms part of the assessment in Paper 2 and you will find listening comprehension exercises in every unit, some of which include videos for added interest.

•  Speaking activities such as role-plays and debates are opportunities to be creative in the language.



2 To score the highest grades in IB French Language B

The activities in this course will prepare you thoroughly for the IB examination.


•  Coverage of the prescribed IB themes is extensive. Each of the five themes, Social organization, Identities, Experiences, Human ingenuity and Sharing the planet, has three units dedicated to it. This edition incorporates new sections and texts, which are up to date and cover a range of issues past and present.

•  Reading and writing activities will prepare you for the examination by familiarising you with a range of task types.

•  Listening passages, photographs and a variety of speaking activities will help you prepare for your listening and oral exams.

•  We give you detailed advice on how to tackle different types of text for the writing exam in the Comment écrire sections.

•  We link the topic content with both the Theory of Knowledge and CAS to give you lots of practice in discussing ideas related to these important IB aspects of the Diploma programme.

•  If you are studying at Higher level (Niveau supérieur), we feature a dedicated literature section in every unit, with topic-related extracts for you to enjoy, analyse and reflect on, from a wide range of notable Francophone writers. Your acquaintance with the work of these writers will help you to prepare for your oral discussion of one of the two literary works you will study.



3 To appreciate the range of Francophone culture

French culture is international: many countries across the world are bound together by the common thread of the French language, yet they also vary in culture and language. We have reflected that range in this book.


•  The French in the texts and listening extracts is authentic and contains a range of local vocabulary and usage; this will help you to become familiar with the language of different countries in the French-speaking world.

•  Many of the passages show the interconnectedness of the different countries that make up the Francophone world, reinforcing the aim of the IB to give you a greater understanding of cultural diversity.



Finally…

To get the most out of this course make sure you:


•  read and listen to French regularly, even if it is only for a short while

•  contribute fully to class discussion in French; this is how you will build up confidence in using the language

•  explore French language and culture for yourself – discovery is an essential part of learning!



Based on an introduction by Mike Thacker & Sebastián Bianchi
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Audio and answers

The audio can be found at www.hoddereducation.com/IBextras

The answers can be found in the Teaching and Learning Resource: 9781510447387 French B for the IB Diploma Second Edition Teaching and Learning Resources
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