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Getting the most from this guide

This guide is designed to help you to develop your understanding and critical appreciation of the concepts and issues raised in Andorra as well as your language skills, fully preparing you for your Paper 2 exam. It will help you when you are studying the play for the first time and also during your revision.

A mix of German and English is used throughout the guide to ensure you learn key vocabulary and structures you’ll need for your essay, while also allowing you to develop a deep understanding of the work.

The following features have been used throughout this guide to help build your language skills and focus your understanding of the play:
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Activity

A mix of activities is found throughout the book to test your knowledge of the work and develop your vocabulary and grammar. Longer writing tasks will help prepare you for your exam.
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Build critical skills

These boxes offer an opportunity to consider some more challenging questions. They are designed to encourage deeper thinking and analysis to take you beyond what happens in the play to explore why the director has used particular techniques, and the effects they have on you. These analytical and critical skills are essential for success in AO4 in the exam.
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GRADE BOOSTER

These top tips will advise you on what to do, as well as what not to do, to maximise your chances of success in the examination.
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Page references

The page references in the guide are to the Suhrkamp edition (suhrkamp taschenbuch 277), ISBN 9783518367773.
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For every paragraph in German, key vocabulary is highlighted and translated. Make sure you know these words so you can write an essay with accurate language and a wide range of vocabulary, which is essential to receive the top mark for AO3.
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TASK

Short tasks are included throughout the guide to test your knowledge of the play. These require short written answers.
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Key quotation

Key quotations are highlighted as they may be useful supporting evidence in your essay.

Ich bin nicht schuld, daß es so gekommen ist (später).

Der Wirt, der Tischler, der Geselle in their respective Vordergrund scenes.
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Answers

Answers to every activity, task and critical skills question can be found online at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/mfl-study-guide-answers
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1 Synopsis

The play takes place in the fictional state of Andorra. The main character is the 20-year-old Andri, the adopted son of the teacher, Can. Can claims to have rescued Andri, a Jewish boy, from the neighbouring state of the Blacks (die Schwarzen) and has brought him up as his own son. This however, as we learn later in the play, is a lie. Andri is actually Can’s illegitimate son, the result of an affair between Can and a Senora from the neighbouring country of the Blacks.

Andri is trying to become a fully fledged citizen of Andorra: he is looking for a job, wants to play for the local football team and is planning to get married to Can’s daughter, Barblin.

But at every stage he is confronted with the prejudices of the Andorrans against Jews. Can persuades the carpenter to offer Andri an apprenticeship, but despite the fact that Andri has made an excellent chair, the carpenter refuses to believe that a Jew could become a craftsman and suggests that he becomes a salesman instead. The carpenter destroys the chair made by the other apprentice, but deliberately asserts that it was made by Andri.

Andri’s rival for the hand of Barblin is the uncultured soldier, Peider. Peider accuses Andri of being (like all Jews) a coward and gains access to Barblin’s room at night. The situation becomes critical when Andri meets Peider, in a state of semi-undress, leaving Barblin’s room. Andri asks Can for his daughter’s hand in marriage, which Can, to his wife’s dismay, refuses.

Gradually Andri starts to believe in the Jewish characteristics that the Andorrans ascribe to him and he begins to conform more and more to the stereotypical Jewish image.

A doctor who is fetched to examine Andri expresses his patriotic feelings for Andorra and ascribes his failure to find success in the outside world to the fact that the Jews have occupied all the important posts in the universities, rather than to his own limited abilities.

The priest, who has been asked by Can’s wife to speak to Andri, singularly fails to address the question of his identity, and in fact himself begins to treat Andri as a Jew and tries to persuade him to accept the fact that he is ‘different’.

The threat of invasion by the Blacks increases, and the landlord of the inn has to defend his decision (made from a purely profit-seeking motive) to offer accommodation to a lady from the neighbouring Black country. This lady turns out to be the Senora (Andri’s real mother), but she is accused by the Andorrans of being a spy. The soldier, Peider, taunts Andri about his relationship with Barblin and a fight breaks out between them. Andri is wounded in the fight and is tended by the Senora (his mother), who demands that a doctor be fetched to treat Andri’s wounds.

In a conversation with Can the Senora demands to know why he invented the lie about Andri being a Jew, but he accuses her of cowardice because she did not admit that the child was hers. Can agrees to tell the Andorrans the truth, but doubts whether they will believe him.

The Senora decides to leave Andorra. Can orders Andri to escort her, but to avoid crossing the town’s main square. Andri returns shortly afterwards, saying that the Senora preferred to go alone, but that she gave him a ring as a leaving present. Can goes to try to give the Senora protection. The priest now tries to tell Andri the truth about his origin, but Andri refuses to believe it, so convinced is he now that he is a Jew. Can returns to say that the Senora has been killed by a stone, which was allegedly thrown by Andri.

The Blacks invade Andorra and the Andorrans quickly capitulate, handing in their rifles. Can tries to explain to Andri the motives for his action, namely that he was too cowardly to admit the truth and that the rescue of an abandoned Jewish child showed him and the Andorrans in a much better light. Andri claims that the Andorrans are now looking for a scapegoat to blame for their defeat by the Blacks.

Andri confronts Barblin and wants to know how often she has slept with Peider. The Blacks come searching for the Jews and Barblin hides Andri in her room. Peider (who has now changed sides and is serving in the Blacks’ army) comes and arrests Andri, saying that he will now be brought before the Jew-Seeker (Der Judenschauer) who will determine whether Andri really is a Jew, or Barblin’s half-brother.

The Andorrans gather on the central square and are issued with black cloths, which they are required to put over their faces when the drum sounds. A whistle is sounded and the Andorrans are required to take off their shoes and parade in front of the Jew Inspector. After each is inspected they are allowed to take the cloth off their face, collect their shoes and leave.

Three whistles indicate that a Jew has been found. The person in front of the Inspector is Andri. Can and his wife protest that Andri is not a Jew, but when he is ordered to turn out his pockets, money falls out. The soldier orders Andri to take off his ring, but he refuses to do so. A group of soldiers surrounds him, there is a scream of pain as his finger is cut off and he is led away.

The half-mad Barblin appears, her hair shorn, and accuses the Andorrans of being murderers. She asks the priest where he was when ‘our’ brother was killed and as he leads her away, she places Andri’s shoes in the centre of the stage, so that he will be able to find them if he should return.
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TASK

1 Erforschen Sie den Autor Max Frisch. Notieren Sie die wichtigsten Daten seines Lebens. Nennen Sie ein paar seiner anderen Werke. Was ist das Hauptthema in seinen Werken?
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The main action of the play as outlined above is often broken by scenes at a witness stand (the Vordergrund scenes), which take place in a later time period and in which various Andorrans (the landlord, the carpenter, the apprentice, the soldier, the doctor) look back on the events of the play and assert their innocence, saying that they did not know that Andri was not a Jew. Only the priest confesses his guilt and his failure to acknowledge the truth.
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