

[image: ]




[image: ]



 

Hodder Education, an Hachette UK company, Blenheim Court, George Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire OX16 5BH

Orders

Bookpoint Ltd, 130 Park Drive, Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxfordshire OX14 4SB

tel: 01235 827827

fax: 01235 400401

e-mail: education@bookpoint.co.uk

Lines are open 9.00 a.m.–5.00 p.m., Monday to Saturday, with a 24-hour message answering service. You can also order through the Hodder Education website: www.hoddereducation.co.uk

© Stephen Darlington 2018

ISBN 978-1-5104-3341-0
eISBN 978-1-5104-3258-1

First printed 2018

Impression number 5 4 3 2 1

Year 2022 2021 2020 2019 2018

All rights reserved; no part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in any other form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise without either the prior written permission of Hodder Education or a licence permitting restricted copying in the United Kingdom issued by the Copyright Licensing Agency Ltd, Barnard’s Inn, 86 Fetter Lane, London EC4A 1EN.

This Guide has been written specifically to support students preparing for the Pearson Edexcel AS and A-level Religious Studies examinations. The content has been neither approved nor endorsed by Pearson Edexcel and remains the sole responsibility of the author.

Typeset by Integra Software Services Pvt. Ltd., Pondicherry, India

Printed in Italy

Cover photograph: Maksym/stock.adobe.com

Hachette UK’s policy is to use papers that are natural, renewable and recyclable products and made from wood grown in sustainable forests. The logging and manufacturing processes are expected to conform to the environmental regulations of the country of origin.


Contents

Getting the most from this book

About this book

Content Guidance

Introduction to Christian theology

Religious beliefs, values and teachings

Sources of wisdom and authority

Practices that shape and express religious identity

Social and historical developments

Works of scholars

Religion and society

Questions & Answers

How to use this section

Exam format

Question 1: Explore

Question 2: Assess

Question 3a: Clarify (A-level only)

Question 3b: Analyse

Question 4: Evaluate (A-level only)

Knowledge check answers

Glossary

Index


Getting the most from this book


[image: ]

Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls, and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.

[image: ]




[image: ]

Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding. Answers are given at the back of the book.

[image: ]




[image: ]

Key quotation

Useful quotations to help you get to grips with the topics.

[image: ]




[image: ]

Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.



[image: ]




[image: ]



About this book

The aim of this guide is to help you prepare for the Pearson Edexcel AS and A-level Religious Studies Paper 4, Study of Religion, Option B: Christianity. It includes coverage of all of the topics required as part of both the AS examination and the A-level examination. This guide should be used as a supplement for a taught course along with textbooks and other materials recommended by your teacher. This guide is divided into two sections: Content Guidance and Questions & Answers.

The Content Guidance section, split across the six topic areas, summarises the specification content to develop your understanding of the various topics in Christian theology that will be covered in both the AS examination (Topics 1–3) and the A-level examination (Topics 1–6) of Paper 4B: Christianity. Each topic area highlights the works and ideas of key scholars who have made a significant contribution to the understanding of the Christian faith. This will prepare you to make a comparison between the works of two named scholars and consider a specific extract of their work as part of your A-level examination (see below).

The Questions & Answers section provides guidance on how to answer both the AS and A-level examination Paper 4B. It includes examples of and guidance on the question types you will encounter in the examination. It also includes sample student answers, and examiner comments on how to improve performance. Although the questions themselves are based on the style of questions in the A-level sample assessment materials, they reflect both AS and A-level approaches.

Specification

Both the AS and A-level specifications for Paper 4 consist of an in-depth study of a chosen religion. In the case of 4B, Christianity, at both AS and A-level, you will be required to:


•  develop a foundation for understanding the key beliefs and values of the religion

•  explore how believers attribute authority both to key people in the Christian community and to the religion’s traditional, sacred texts

•  understand the various and diverse ways in which Christian believers express their sense of identity (e.g. through their most sacred rituals and their codes of behaviour)

•  explore both common ground and diversity in the Christian tradition

•  have knowledge of the views of various contributors, from within and outside the Christian tradition



At A-level only you will be required to further deepen and extend your understanding of Christianity by:


•  studying an aspect of the way in which the religion has changed and developed over time to increase awareness of diversity within traditions

•  studying key scholars who have made a significant contribution, either historically or in the present, to an understanding of what it means to be a follower of Christianity

•  exploring the interface between the religion and contemporary society

•  exploring a passage of text that is influential in the tradition of Christianity

•  exploring the links between this paper and other areas of study, such as exploring common ground and diversity in the fields of philosophy and ethics



In the A-level examination, it is compulsory for students to compare the work of two named scholars, including a specific extract of their work. These are published in the relevant pages of the A-level Religious Studies Anthology, which can be downloaded from the Pearson Edexcel website.
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Note: All quotations from the Bible are from the New International Version (NIV).
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Exam tip

Use this link to access the Anthology: https://tinyurl.com/yargzcu6.
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