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About this book

The aim of this guide is to help you prepare for the Pearson Edexcel AS and A-level Religious Studies Paper 1, Philosophy of religion. It includes coverage of all of the topics required as part of both the AS examination and the A-level examination. This guide should be used as a supplement for a taught course along with textbooks and other materials recommended by your teacher.

The Content Guidance section begins with an introduction to the study of philosophy of religion. The rest of the section, split across the six topic areas, summarises the specification content to develop your understanding of the various topics in philosophy of religion that will be covered in both the AS (Topics 1–3) and the A-level examinations (Topics 1–6) of Paper 1, Philosophy of religion. Each topic area highlights the works and ideas of key scholars who have made a significant contribution to the understanding of the philosophical basis of religious belief. This will prepare you to make a comparison between the works of two named scholars and analyse a specific extract of their work as part of your A-level examination (see below).

The Questions & Answers section provides guidance on how to answer both the AS and A-level examination Paper 1. It includes examples of and guidance on the question types you will encounter in the examination. It also includes sample student answers and examiner comments on how to improve performance.

Specification

For Paper 1, at both AS and A-level, you will be required to:


•  explore some of the main philosophical issues and questions about religion

•  explore the beliefs, values and practices that characterise religious communities within this philosophical context

•  understand and reflect on the contemporary influence of religion, the views of those who do not share a religious belief and the impact of these factors

•  engage with arguments and debates on religious and non-religious views of life

•  analyse and evaluate the viewpoints of contributing thinkers



At A-level only you will be required to further deepen and extend your understanding of the philosophy of religion by:


•  considering how religious ideas are expressed and communicated, and how they may differ from other contemporary ways of expressing beliefs about the world

•  studying how ideas about the philosophy of religion have changed over time, and the most important influences on this process

•  studying key scholars who have made a significant contribution, either historically or in the present, to the development of ideas in the philosophy of religion

•  exploring the links between this paper and other areas of study, such as the impact of beliefs and values — ethics — on modern life, and the importance of tradition in particular religious communities



In the A-level examination, it is compulsory for you to compare the work of two named scholars, including a specific extract of their work. These are published in the relevant pages of the A Level Religious Studies Anthology, which can be downloaded from the Pearson Edexcel website.
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