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Introduction

This new edition of Mot à mot brings further revisions to reflect recent changes in the Edexcel AS and A-level examination specifications and contemporary topics. It seeks to provide:


•  revised topic areas to match those in the new Edexcel AS and A-level specifications

•  a wealth of up-to-date, useful vocabulary, taken from recent printed and online publications, for each of the topic areas

•  an updated opening section including synonyms and a guide to the use of verbs plus à or de or a direct infinitive

•  a new Cinéma et littérature section

•  a new Recherche et présentation section

•  coloured boxes of revision vocabulary at the start of each subtopic

•  subdivisions into smaller groups of words and phrases with related meanings within each subtopic

•  end-of-topic activities to help you practise using new vocabulary

•  suggested websites that offer additional useful vocabulary on each topic



The method used in this book is to list words and phrases in an order that follows the logic of a lesson about, or a discussion of, various aspects of each topic. The topics covered match those in the Edexcel A-level specification so this book is ideal to use alongside any textbook for the course, particularly in order to prepare for your oral examination. All theme-based vocabulary has been included with the aim of using it in an appropriate register for the oral exam.

As part of the oral exam, the new specification requires you to research and present a topic of your choice. The Recherche et présentation section at the end of the book provides general vocabulary on additional topics not covered in the specification that you could choose to talk about for this part of the assessment.

You will also be required to write an essay on a film and/or book that you have studied, and in the new Cinéma et littérature section, you will find terms and expressions that can be used in an essay of this type.

Alternatively, you can use this book as a study aid to extend the breadth of your vocabulary on each of the topics covered, although it is not a dictionary or an encyclopaedia.

At the end of each topic, you will find some suggestions of websites offering additional vocabulary should you wish to explore the topic further. You may also find it useful to look at other websites, and the following are good and explore a topic:


•  www.google.fr

•  http://fr.yahoo.com

•  www.gouvernement.fr



One word of warning: when you search on Google, many of the websites that appear are blogs and tend to be less accurate in terms of spelling and grammar. It is, therefore, advisable to refer to websites of recognised newspapers or magazines, or governmental websites, which will be more reliable. The most fruitful sources of relevant articles in the press, and usually available online, can be found in the publications La Croix, L’Express, Le Figaro, L’Humanité, Libération, Le Monde, Le Nouvel Observateur and Le Point. These represent a wide cross-section of political opinion.

This book is not an invitation to learn each word and phrase ‘in case it comes up in the exam’ but rather to enable you to become familiar with the material you need at your level of study. That said, some learning has to be done! For most people, repetition is essential for memorisation. Here are some tips.


•  Spend approximately 15 minutes at a time learning a group of about 20 words and phrases.

•  The next time you practise, start a new group of words and phrases but revise the last one, and make a note of the words you have forgotten.

•  Use the material as soon as possible, as the context you create will help you to remember it.



The following abbreviations have been used in brackets:


•  m (masculine)

•  f (feminine)

•  m/f (masculine or feminine)

•  infin (infinitive)

•  subj (subjunctive)



Answers

Answers to the end-of-topic activities can be found at:

www.hoddereducation.co.uk/A-level-vocab
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