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Get the most from this book

These revision notes will help you to revise for AQA A-level Religious Studies: Paper 2 Study of Religion and Dialogues, or AQA AS-level Religious Studies: Paper 2 Study of Religion. Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding.

These revision notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. This books aims to give you the essentials that should serve as a reminder of what you will have covered in your course and allow you to bring together your own learning and understanding.

It is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. Tick each box in the contents page when you have:

	●  revised and understood a topic


	●  checked your understanding


	●  practised the exam questions.



You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed

Key terms

Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.

Key quotations

It is crucial that you can write about religious teachings in your exam. Almost all the questions demand this. This book includes many teachings to use, but you should look to add your own too.

Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are available online.

Exam practice

Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.

Exam tips

Expert tips are given to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.

Typical mistake

The author identifies some typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.

Online

Go online to see answers to the Now Test Yourself questions, and find examiner-commentaries on sample Exam Practice questions, which will help you to assess your answers. You will find these at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes






My revision planner

Section A: Study of Christianity

1  Sources of wisdom and authority

Introduction to the Bible

The nature and authority of the Bible

The authority of the Church

The authority of Jesus

2  God

Christian monotheism

God as Personal, God as Father and God as Love

The concept of God in process theology

3  Self, death and afterlife

The meaning and purpose of life

Resurrection

Different interpretations of judgement, heaven, hell and purgatory

4  Good conduct and key moral principles

Good conduct

Sanctity of life

Dominion and stewardship

5  Expressions of religious identity

Baptism

Holy Communion

The mission of the Church

6  Christianity, gender and sexuality

Historical and social factors that have influenced developments in Christian thinking about women 

Debates about female ordination in the Church of England

A comparison of the significant ideas of Daphne Hampson and Rosemary Radford Ruether

Different Christian views about celibacy, marriage, homosexuality and transgender issues

7  Christianity and science

The emphasis on evidence and reason in science

How scientific explanation has challenged Christian belief

The belief that science is compatible with Christianity

Different Christian responses to issues raised by science: genetic engineering

8  Christianity and the challenge of secularisation

The challenge of secularisation

Responses to materialistic secular values

The rise of militant atheism: the view that religion is irrational

Emergence of new forms of Christian expression

Emphasis on the social relevance of Christianity

9  Christianity, migration and religious pluralism

How migration has created multicultural societies which include Christianity

Christian attitudes to other faiths

Pluralism with reference to John Hick

Christian responses to issues of freedom of religious expression in society

Section B: Dialogues

10  Introduction to Dialogues

11  The dialogue between Christianity and philosophy

12  The dialogue between ethics and Christianity

Christian responses to three approaches to moral decision-making

Christian responses to specific ethical issues

Christian responses to issues surrounding wealth, tolerance and freedom of expression

Christian understandings of free will and moral responsibility, and the value of conscience

The impact of other ethical perspectives and ethical studies on Christian views about these issues






Introduction

You can use these revision notes to revise for AS- or A-level Religious Studies for AQA. Your qualification is made up of two components:

	●  Component 1: Philosophy of religion and ethics


	●  Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues (A-level), or Study of religion (AS-level).



These revision notes cover only Component 2. You can use My Revision Notes AQA A-level Religious Studies: Paper 1 Philosophy of religion and ethics to revise for Component 1.

AS-level Component 2: Study of religion

Content

For Component 2, you will have studied one of five of the world’s major religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam or Judaism.

These revision notes will help you to revise if you studied Christianity. Within Christianity, you will have studied the following topics:

	●  Sources of wisdom and authority


	●  God


	●  Self, death and afterlife


	●  Good conduct and key moral principles


	●  Expressions of religious identity.



How the Assessment works

Component 2 is examined by one written exam, which is 1 hour long.

This paper consists of two compulsory two-part questions.

	●  The first part of each question tests AO1 and is worth 15 marks.


	●  The second part of each question tests AO2 and is worth 15 marks.


	●  So the total maximum mark for the whole paper is 60 marks.



This component represents 33 per cent of your overall AS-level.

A-level Component 2: Study of religion and dialogues

Content

For Component 2, you will have studied one of five of the world’s major religions: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam or Judaism.

These revision notes will help you to revise if you studied Christianity. Within Christianity, you will have studied the following topics:

	●  Sources of wisdom and authority


	●  God


	●  Self, death and afterlife


	●  Good conduct and key moral principles


	●  Expressions of religious identity


	●  Christianity, gender and sexuality


	●  Christianity and science


	●  Christianity and the challenge of secularisation


	●  Christianity, migration and religious pluralism.



How the Assessment works

Component 2 is examined by one written exam, which is 3 hours long. This paper is split into three sections.

The total maximum mark for the whole paper is 100 marks.

Section A: Study of Christianity

This section contains two compulsory two-part questions.

	●  The first part of each question tests AO1 and is worth 10 marks.


	●  The second part of each question tests AO2 and is worth 15 marks.


	●  So the total maximum mark for this section of the paper is 50 marks.



Section B: The dialogue between philosophy of religion and Christianity

	●  You have to answer one unstructured synoptic question from a choice of two.


	●  This question is worth 25 marks.



Section C: The dialogue between ethics and Christianity

	●  You have to answer one unstructured synoptic question from a choice of two.


	●  This question is worth 25 marks.



This component represents 50 per cent of your overall A-level.

Preparing for the examinations

Remember that two skills are assessed in the exam, but there are some general points that apply to both parts of each question.

	●  Ensure that your writing is legible. Examiners cannot mark or give credit for what they cannot read.


	●  Spend a minute or two in jotting down a very brief plan (words and phrases, not sentences) of relevant points that you might include.


	●  Remain focused on the question throughout. Answer the question that is set, not the one that you would like it to be.


	●  Include reference to scholarly opinion, whether a school of thought or a named scholar, but do not confuse them.


	●  Use specialist terms and spell them correctly.


	●  Paragraph your work. Use a new paragraph for each of your main ideas or arguments.



AO1 is assessed in the first part of each of the two questions

	●  The command word for AS-level is ‘explain’.


	●  The command word for A-level is ‘examine’.


	●  AO1 tests knowledge and understanding. Your answer to the first part of each question should not contain any evaluation.


	●  Do not give a general introduction stating your intent by repeating the question or setting out what you intend to cover in your answer. That is a waste of valuable time.


	●  Give a range of points in your answer but do not try to include so many that your answer becomes like a list because you do not have time for development.


	●  Develop each of the points you make with further comment and support them with evidence, including, as appropriate, reference to scripture.


	●  Be aware of chronology. Do not, for instance, state that Aquinas disagreed with embryo research.


	●  Aim at fulfilling the Level 5 criteria, as shown in the table below.










	
AS-level (13–15 marks)


	
A-level (9–10 marks)





	
	●  Knowledge and understanding is accurate and relevant and is consistently applied to the question.


	●  Very good use of detailed and relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where appropriate.


	●  The answer is clear and coherent and there is effective use of specialist language and terminology.




	
	●  Knowledge and critical understanding is accurate, relevant and fully developed in breadth and depth with very good use of detailed and relevant evidence which may include textual/scriptural references where appropriate.


	●  Where appropriate, good knowledge and understanding of the diversity of views and/or scholarly opinion is demonstrated.


	●  Clear and coherent presentation of ideas with precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.











AO2 is assessed in the second part of each question

	●  The structure of the question for AS-level consists of a statement followed by the command ‘Assess this view’.


	●  The structure of the question for A-level consists of a statement followed by the command ‘Evaluate this claim’.


	●  This tests your ability to analyse arguments or viewpoints and to evaluate them.


	●  AO2 is not about giving one set of views, then another set of views and finally giving your own view. Such a response would consist mainly of AO1. It is about assessing the persuasiveness and reasonableness of an argument by examining the strengths of its claims and the strengths of the counter-arguments.


	●  First of all, set out clearly and coherently the argument in support of this claim.


	●  Then give critical analysis of the argument. This might involve raising some of the following questions about the argument:
	●  Is it inconsistent or illogical at any point?


	●  Does it make any unjustified assumptions?


	●  Does it give reasonable evidence in support of its claims or does it ignore or downplay evidence that might count against the argument or alternative interpretations of the evidence?


	●  Does it exaggerate its claims or make sweeping generalisations?


	●  Does it include subjective and biased opinion?





	●  Use trigger words such as ‘however’, ‘additionally’ or ‘nevertheless’ to help the examiner see where you are making critical analysis.


	●  This should lead you to include consideration of at least one different viewpoint from the argument in support of the statement.
	●  There is no need to consider more than two different viewpoints in your answer.


	●  They need not be opposing viewpoints.





	●  This should lead you finally to an evaluation of the argument, i.e. to an assessment of its value.
	●  You might assess it as convincing.


	●  You might think it fails because of the flaws it contains or because a different argument or viewpoint is more persuasive.


	●  You might conclude that it is difficult to come to a definitive conclusion.





	●  At the very start of your answer note any key terms or phrases in the statement and ensure that you address them throughout your answer; this will ensure a fully focused response.


	●  Aim at fulfilling the Level 5 criteria, as shown in the table.










	
AS-level (13–15 marks)


	
A-level (13–15 marks)





	
	●  Reasoned and evidenced chains of reasoning supporting different points of view with critical analysis.


	●  Evaluation is based on the reasoning presented.


	●  The answer is clear and coherent and there is effective use of specialist language and terminology.




	
	●  A very well-focused response to the issue(s) raised.


	●  Perceptive discussion of different views, including, where appropriate, those of scholars or schools of thought with critical analysis.


	●  There is an appropriate evaluation fully supported by the reasoning.


	●  Precise use of the appropriate subject vocabulary.
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