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Getting the most from this book

Aiming for an A is designed to help you master the skills you need to achieve the highest grades.

The following features will help you get the most from this book.
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•  A summary of the skills that will be covered in the chapter.
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You should know


•  A summary of key points to take away from the chapter.
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About this book

This book seeks to provide clear guidance on how good students can improve their work habits and maximise their marks. It aims to explain to students exactly what they need to do to improve their skills and achieve the highest grades in A-level economics.

The A-level qualification is valued because for most students it is the pathway into a good university. An A or A* grade is a requirement to gain a place at the top universities on the most competitive courses, with A* becoming increasingly important for entry to the top economics courses.

If you are reading this book, it can be assumed you want to know how to improve your marks and achieve the top grades in an examination that seeks to identify students with the academic potential to thrive at university.

Grade levels and skills

This book provides help and guidance for studying all the A-level exam specifications in economics. In 2017, across all the exam boards, 30,074 students took the A-level economics exam. Of these, 7.2% were awarded A*, the highest possible grade, 23.8% an A grade, 29.4% a B grade, 22.8% a C grade, 11.4% a D grade, and 3.9% an E grade. Overall, 98.5% of candidates were awarded grades A* to E, with the remainder (1.5%) unclassified. (These figures are taken from ‘Results 2017’ published by the Joint Council for Qualifications (JCQ) on 17 August 2017.)

The A-level examination seeks to differentiate candidates according to ability. A variety of different questions are asked in three separate papers. Each question tests different skills. The exam boards work to the same criteria which they call assessment objectives (AOs). In economics, the exams seek to measure how students achieve the AOs in Table 1.

Table 1 Assessment objectives



	AO1
	Demonstrate knowledge of terms/concepts and theories/models to show an understanding of the behaviour of economic agents and how they are affected by and respond to economic issues



	AO2
	Apply knowledge and understanding to various economic contexts to show how economic agents are affected by and respond to economic issues



	AO3
	Analyse issues within economics, showing an understanding of their impact on economic agents



	AO4
	Evaluate economic arguments and use qualitative and quantitative evidence to support informed judgements relating to economic issues




I do not want to make this book too technical or full of teacher/examiner jargon so I will try to write in plain English whenever possible. However, from the outset it is important for you to appreciate that the A-level examination will test a range of skills in different ways. Look carefully at Table 2.

Table 2 Skills tested in the exam



	Assessment objective
	Skill
	Difficulty



	AO1
	Knowledge and understanding
	Core skills



	AO2
	Application



	AO3
	Analysis
	Higher-order skills



	AO4
	Evaluation




Each of the four skills accounts for approximately 25% of the total marks (the weighting varies slightly between boards). To achieve an A/A* grade a candidate needs to achieve close to full marks in the lower-order (or core) skills and achieve very good marks in the higher-order skills. This means that you need to be aware of and practise a range of skills in order to be well prepared for the three exam papers.

The easier questions test knowledge and understanding: has a student learnt what they have been taught in class? Can they perform basic calculations, interpret data correctly, explain theory using a diagram and apply concepts to particular contexts?

The more advanced questions test a candidate’s ability to analyse and evaluate in depth. Can the candidate focus on the question asked and build a detailed chain of analysis which uses facts and evidence to support or challenge a particular point of view? Can they form reasoned judgements that are based on logic and a coherent set of ideas which are supported with qualitative and quantitative evidence?

Answers at different grade levels

The points below summarise the characteristics which distinguish answers at different grade levels.

Weak and poor answers: D/E grades

In answers at grades D and E, candidates typically:


•  score poorly on multiple-choice questions

•  show patchy knowledge and struggle to define terms correctly

•  struggle with calculations

•  do not understand economic data

•  draw and label diagrams incorrectly

•  do not use economic vocabulary or terminology correctly

•  frequently become confused in answers

•  do not answer some questions

•  run out of time

•  include a lot of pre-learnt knowledge but fail to address the question asked

•  fail to deselect irrelevant information, often including correct knowledge and examples that are not relevant to the question

•  assert opinions but fail to support them with evidence



Satisfactory and reasonable answers: B/C grades

Answers at grades B and C typically have the following features.


•  The score for multiple-choice questions is satisfactory to good.

•  Knowledge is good but definitions may be incomplete and lose marks.

•  Calculations will normally be correct but marks might be lost because +/− or units of measurement are missing.

•  Most economic data are understood but index numbers cause problems.

•  Diagrams are correctly used but marks are often lost due to poor labelling and/or unclear written explanation.

•  Economic vocabulary and terminology are used but sometimes incorrectly.

•  Answers are mostly correct but contain some error and confusion.

•  Analysis lacks depth. Points are made but chains of reasoning are short and lack detail.

•  Evaluation is weak and superficial. Judgements are not supported with a range of evidence.



Good and excellent answers: A/A* grades

The following features are typical of answers at grades A and A*.


•  They score very highly on multiple-choice questions (90% or more).

•  Knowledge and understanding are very good and definitions are full and precise.

•  Methods are clearly shown when performing calculations.

•  Calculations are correct and +/− or units of measurement are always shown.

•  All economic data are understood and applied correctly.

•  Diagrams are correctly drawn, labelled and titled. They are relevant and accompanied by a written explanation. Economic vocabulary and terminology are used correctly.

•  Answers are well organised and structured.

•  Irrelevant knowledge is deselected. Answers are focused on the question.

•  Candidates use time effectively so that they have plenty of time to write essay answers.

•  Essays are well organised, with an introduction and a clear conclusion that provides an answer to the question asked.

•  Analysis covers a range of issues. Each point has a logical chain of detailed reasoning using appropriate examples, accurate statistics and facts.

•  Evaluation is good and provides logical judgements drawn from chains of reasoning and supported by qualitative and quantitative evidence.



Using this book

Following this introduction, there are eight further chapters/sections.

Chapter 1 provides a brief overview of the different quantitative skills tested in the exam papers. These skills are not necessarily difficult but they need to be taken seriously, given plenty of time and practised regularly.

Chapter 2 sets out the reading skills that a top student should develop during the two-year course. It explains how a good student will organise their files and make notes. It also discusses which articles should be read and how to approach reading them. The chapter concludes with a suggested extension reading list which moves beyond your exam board’s specification (or syllabus).

Chapter 3 focuses on writing skills tested in an A-level examination. It explains the four skills — knowledge and understanding, application, analysis and evaluation — and looks at how these skills can be applied in a written answer.

Chapter 4 looks at command words and provides help in obeying the instruction in an examination question. The next three chapters then look at different types of question.

Chapter 5 focuses on short-answer questions. For the most part, these questions test the lower-order skills of knowledge and application.

Chapter 6 focuses on essay questions, which require longer answers and focus much more on the higher-order skills of analysis and evaluation. In displaying these skills, A and A* candidates stand out.

Chapter 7 looks at context questions and goes through a sample context question set in each of the formats of the three main examination boards — AQA, Edexcel and OCR.

The final section provides a brief overview of the different examination boards and then offers advice on how to focus on particular skills.

OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
MASTER THE
SKILLS YOU
NEED FOR

AN

AIMING FOR AN

IN

{ HOPDER

LEARN MORE





OEBPS/images/tp.gif
AIMING FOR AN A
IN A-LEVEL
ECONOMICS

James Powell

EEEEEEEEE
EEEEEEE





OEBPS/images/rules.jpg





OEBPS/images/2-1.gif
MIX

Paper from

responsible sources
wF».w§mvg FSC™ C104740






