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Introduction to the Depth study: Russia, 1928–64


The Russian Revolution of 1917 led to the creation of the world’s first Communist state which lasted for over 70 years before collapsing in 1991. It had a huge impact on world affairs in the twentieth century. In this Depth study, you will examine some of the dramatic events that affected the development of the USSR and the impact these had on the Russian people.

But before you set off into the content, take time to get into the right mind-set!


The historian’s mind-set


How historians work

If you think that history means reading a lot of information from a textbook and then memorising it, you are wrong. If you try to learn history in this way, you will probably end up feeling overwhelmed! Even historians get overwhelmed by the amount of historical information to be found in books, archives and other sources. They use a range of techniques to help them make sense of it all.


Focus

No historian can study every aspect of a period of history. To make the subject manageable, historians focus on particular areas. This book does the same – each of the chapters focuses on selected parts of the story.


•  Chapter 1 Stalin’s Russia, 1928–41, looks at how Stalin transformed the USSR into a modern totalitarian state with a central command economy. It focuses on the impact of his policies on the Russian people.

•  Chapter 2 The Great Patriotic War and its effects, 1941–53, explores the impact of the Second World War on the people of the Soviet Union and examines the way Russians responded to a total war involving millions of soldiers and civilians.

•  Chapter 3 Khrushchev’s Russia, 1953–64, considers how Khrushchev tried to humanise and change the Stalinist state. It explores the policies he introduced to improve the lives of the people and assesses the success of the policies.





Ask questions

Historians are investigators rather than just collectors of information. They search for new information about the past in order to tackle important questions. You will follow the same sort of process when preparing for your history exam. You need to learn the content of the specification, but you also need to practise using this content to answer important questions. The text in this book, as well as the Focus Tasks for each topic, are designed to help you think in this way.



Select

Another vital technique that historians use is selection. From all the material they study, historians must select just the parts that are relevant and useful to answer a question.

Selection is hard for a historian, but it may be even harder for you under the time pressure of an exam. You have learnt a lot of history facts and you want to show the examiner how much you know – but this is the wrong way of thinking. To begin with, you risk running out of time. Even more serious, you may end up not answering the question clearly because you have included things that are not relevant or helpful. Compare this process to a wardrobe full of clothes. You never wake up in the morning and put on every item of clothing you own! You choose what to wear depending on different factors:


•  the weather

•  what you will be doing that day (going to school, a wedding, a Saturday job, a sports match).
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Organise

Once historians have selected the relevant information, they then have to choose what order to present it in to create a coherent argument. You must do the same. If you were responding to the question ‘Why did Khrushchev instigate the wide-scale building of new flats?’ you need to do more than simply list all the reasons. You must build an argument that shows what you think is the most important reason. Listing all the reasons does not necessarily explain why it happened. You need to link the reasons to the outcomes.
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Fine tune

But do not stop there. Even the most skilled historians make mistakes when they write and you might, too. When you have finished writing, re-read your text and fine tune it to make it as clear and accurate as possible. When you are about to go out, what is the last thing you do before you leave the house? Check your hair? Check your make-up? That is fine tuning. It is a history skill too, and could make a real difference to how much an examiner enjoys reading what you write.

So remember:


•  focus

•  ask questions

•  select

•  organise

•  fine tune.



Keep these points in mind as you work through your course. Good luck!








Features of this book
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FOCUS

Every chapter starts with a Focus box. This sets out the main events and developments that will be covered. It also highlights the issues and questions that we will help you think about and develop your views on through the text, sources and tasks.
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FOCUS TASKS

Focus Tasks are the main tasks for really making sure you understand what you are studying. They will never ask you to just write something out, take notes or show basic comprehension. These tasks challenge you to show that you know relevant historical information and can use that information to develop an argument.
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Sources

These help you understand the story more clearly because they reveal what events and ideas meant to people at the time – what they said, did, wrote, sang, celebrated or got upset about. They are an important part of doing history. In the Depth study, sources are a key part of the assessment.
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FACTFILES AND PROFILES

Factfiles are files full of facts! These give you important background information to a story, without interrupting the narrative too much. Profiles are essentially fact files about particularly significant historical figures.
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QUESTIONS

These useful little questions are designed to keep you on track. They usually focus in on a source or a section of text to make sure you have fully understood the important points in there.
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CHAPTER SUMMARY

This appears at the end of every chapter. It condenses the topic into a few points, which should help you get your bearings in even the most complicated content.
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PROGRESS CHECK

This gives you a checklist of what you should be able to do having read this chapter. In the Student eTextbook it is linked to a self-marking multiple choice test that allows you to check how well you are progressing.
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PRACTICE QUESTIONS

These questions come at the end of each chapter. They are designed to help you think about the kinds of questions you may come across in your exam. We do not know the exact questions you will be asked, but we know the style of question. Usually, we have shown you the marks that might be available to give you a sense of how much time to spend on it. The question types are explained in the Assessment Focus section.
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ASSESSMENT FOCUS

This section takes you through the types of questions in the exam paper, how they are assessed and possible ways to answer them.
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ACTIVITY

These activities are spread throughout each chapter and are designed to help you interact with the content in a meaningful and imaginative way.
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GLOSSARY AND KEY TERMS

Glossary terms are highlighted glossary styling lost, please reinstate and are defined in the glossary on page 100. In the Student eTextbook you just have to hover over the word to get the definition. Key Terms are listed at the end of each chapter.
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