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Introduction

Throughout this revision guide there are a number of features which will help you revise and also help you to answer the questions in the exam. Each feature is indicated by a logo.
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Key concepts

In each unit you will study there will be at least eight key concepts which you must know. The first question of each unit will ask you for a definition of a key concept. Correct definitions gain 2 marks. It is also important to use the key concepts in b-, c- and d-type questions as credit is given for the use of religious and specialist language.
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Explanation of key concept

As it says in the title, the concept is key (central) to an understanding of the religion or issue. It is important that, in addition to being able to state the meaning of the concept, you show an understanding of why and how that concept is central to the religion or issue. This information is particularly important for b-, c- and d-type questions.
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In each unit an acrostic is used to show why there are differences of views and practices amongst believers of the same religion. Diversity comes from an assessment of the situation (S), teachings from that tradition (T), other sources of authority such as the Pope, rabbis (A), how those teachings are interpreted (I), e.g. non-literally or literally, and the role of conscience and reason (R). It is important in your answer to be able to explain why people of the same religion hold different views and beliefs.
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Activity

Activities are provided throughout the book in blue boxes like this one.
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You will have very little time in your exam to answer some of the questions. It is important that you are able to quickly recall important facts. Whenever you see the five finger logo it means these are the five basic and central facts of that issue.

It is important before you begin revising the content that you know and understand how marks are awarded. As you will see from the marking grids on pages 85–87, marks are given for more than just knowing facts. In some questions you need to be able to explain, make links, justify, give different views. In all questions you need to use religious and specialist language. The exam tips and exam practice activities will help you develop these important skills.
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Exam tips

Throughout each unit exam tips are included which help you understand how marks are awarded (and lost). Doing well in the exam isn’t just about all you know, it also depends on how you answer the questions.
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This indicates an important point to remember.


My revision planner

Part A

Christianity

The big picture

Beliefs: the Bible

Beliefs: the afterlife

Practices: life’s journey – sacraments and key acts of worship

Practices: special places

Judaism

The big picture

Beliefs: sacred texts

Beliefs: the Covenant

Practices: the use of sacred texts

Practices: Jewish identity

Islam

The big picture

Beliefs: prophethood (risalah – Qur’an 2:136)

Beliefs: afterlife (akhirah)

Practices: Muslim identity and ummah

Practices: festivals and commemorations

Part B Philosophical themes

Theme 1: Issues of relationships

The big picture

Relationships

Sexual relationships

Issues of equality: gender prejudice and discrimination

Theme 2: Issues of human rights

The big picture

Human rights and social justice

Prejudice and discrimination

Issues of wealth and poverty

    Marking grids
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