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Introduction

Welcome to the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English Study and Revision Guide. This book has been written to help you prepare fully for your First Language English examination. Following the First Language English syllabus, it covers all the key content as well as providing sample questions and answers and exam-style questions throughout to help you check your understanding and learn the key points for gaining the best examination grade of which you are capable.

How to use this book
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Key objectives

The key points covered in the chapter
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Tip

Advice to help you give the perfect answer
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Teacher’s comments
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Helpful feedback from a teacher showing what was good and what could be improved in the student answers
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Exam-style questions

Paper 1 style examination questions for you to try to see what you have learned
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The syllabus and question papers

Format and content of the examination

Cambridge IGCSE First Language English 0500 is an untiered examination available to students throughout the world. There are different question papers with different syllabus numbers, depending on the geographical location of your school, but the standard of the examination is the same for all syllabuses.

The basic principles that underlie these syllabuses are identical, as are the Assessment Objectives on which the questions in the papers are based. The general approach to testing them is common to all the question papers and it is intended that this book contains a range of practice material relevant to all students preparing for any of the variant syllabuses.

All Cambridge IGCSE First Language English syllabuses are concerned with testing students’ reading and writing and are based on the following Assessment Objectives (AOs):

AO1: Reading


•  Demonstrate understanding of explicit meanings.

•  Demonstrate understanding of implicit meanings and attitudes.

•  Analyse, evaluate and develop facts, ideas and opinions, using appropriate support from the text.

•  Demonstrate understanding of how writers achieve effects and influence readers.

•  Select and use information for specific purposes.



AO2: Writing


•  Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined.

•  Organise and structure ideas and opinions for deliberate effect.

•  Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures appropriate to context.

•  Use register appropriate to context.

•  Make accurate use of spelling, punctuation and grammar.



AO3: Speaking and Listening


•  Articulate experience and express what is thought, felt and imagined.

•  Present facts, ideas and opinions in a cohesive order which sustains the audience’s interest.

•  Communicate clearly and purposefully using fluent language.

•  Use register appropriate to context.

•  Listen and respond appropriately in conversation.



Content of the examination

Here is a summary of the different components of the Cambridge IGCSE First Language English Examination. Everybody must take Paper 1 and then either Paper 2 or Component 3 (Coursework). The Speaking and Listening Component 4 is optional and separately assessed.

Paper 1: Reading – 2 hours (50%)

Students answer three compulsory questions based on three unseen texts.


•  Question 1: Comprehension & summary task (30 marks: comprehension 15 marks, summary 10 marks for Reading and 5 marks for Writing).

•  Question 2: Short-answer questions and language task (25 marks: short answers totalling 10 marks and language task 15 marks).

•  Question 3: Extended response to reading (25 marks: 15 marks for Reading and 10 marks for Writing).



This component is externally assessed.

(80 marks)

Paper 2: Directed Writing and Composition – 2 hours (50%)

Students can take either Paper 2 or Component 3 (Coursework). In Paper 2, students answer two questions: one in Section A and one in Section B.


•  Section A: Directed Writing (40 marks: 15 marks for Reading and 25 for Writing). Students answer one question on two texts.

•  Section B: Composition (40 marks: 40 marks for Writing). Students complete one task from a choice of four.



This component is externally assessed.

(80 marks)

Component 3: Coursework Portfolio (50%)

Students can take either Paper 2 or Component 3 (Coursework). In Component 3 students submit three assignments, each of 500–800 words.

The assignments can be conducted in any order:


•  Assignment 1: Writing to discuss, argue and/or persuade in response to a text or texts.

•  Assignment 2: Writing to describe.

•  Assignment 3: Writing to narrate.



This component is assessed by the teacher and moderated by Cambridge International. Work may be handwritten or word-processed. You are not expected to work under timed conditions.

Component 4: Speaking and Listening Test (Optional and separately endorsed)

Students complete a two-part test of approximately 10-12 minutes.


•  Part 1: Individual talk [3–4 minutes] (20 marks).

•  Part 2: Conversation [7–8 minutes] (20 marks).



Assessments for all students are completed and audio-recorded within a set speaking test period.

This component is internally assessed and externally moderated.

Preparing for the examination

You have most probably realised already that preparing for an examination in English Language requires a different approach from that for other Cambridge IGCSE subjects. The First Language English examination papers do not test your ability to repeat and apply facts that you have learnt up to the day of the examination, as English Language is not a fact-based subject. For this reason, it is somewhat misleading to talk about revising for an English Language examination. What the exam requires you to do is to apply your skills both in reading and understanding what someone else has written, and in expressing your own ideas in writing to communicate them as clearly as you can to the Examiner who will be marking your work.

So, if you do not need to learn facts, how do you prepare for a Cambridge IGCSE examination in English Language? Quite simply, the best way to prepare is to practise the skills of reading for meaning and expressing yourself clearly and accurately in writing throughout your learning. As far as preparing for the Reading element of the exam is concerned, take a critical approach at all times (by which we mean reading actively and questioning yourself to ensure that you have a full understanding of everything you read, whether it be school textbooks or newspaper and magazine articles). Preparing for the Writing element of the exam can best be done by ensuring that you get into the habit of thinking carefully about what you intend to say before you start to write anything, and then checking what you have written by trying to see it from the position of a reader, who may well be someone you have never met. Another key point in preparing for both elements of the exam is to take careful note of the comments and corrections that your teachers make when they mark your work, and to try to ensure that you do not make the same mistakes again.

Of course, you should also prepare for the exam by making sure that you understand the function of the different punctuation devices that you will use in your writing, and it will also help to be aware of the main figures of speech and their function when used by writers. It is crucial to bear in mind, however, that examination questions will not require you simply to identify a specific punctuation device or an example of a figure of speech, such as onomatopoeia; you will only be rewarded if you demonstrate the ability to use the former correctly and to show an understanding of the effect a writer achieves by using the latter.

The main purpose of this book, therefore, is to provide you with the opportunity to improve and practise these key skills. Note that not all reading passages and exemplar material will replicate the examination criteria exactly (some passages might be slightly longer than you will see in the exam, for instance) but they are very close to what you should expect.

Reading passages

All students preparing for Cambridge IGCSE First Language English must take Paper 1 (Reading) and either Paper 2 (Directed Writing and Composition) or Component 3 (Coursework Portfolio). There is also the opportunity to take Component 4 (an optional Speaking and Listening Test), which is separately endorsed. Both Paper 1 and Paper 2 are untiered question papers and test both your reading and writing skills. As the titles of the papers suggest, more marks are available in Paper 1 for how well you have understood the three reading passages in the reading booklet that accompanies the question paper, and in Paper 2 more marks are available for how well you have expressed yourself in two writing tasks. Papers 1 and 2 are marked externally and Components 3 and 4 are marked by teachers at your school or college and then moderated externally by Cambridge International examiners.

Paper 1 comprises three questions: Question 1 carries 30 marks in total and consists of a number of short-answer comprehension questions (15 marks in total) to test understanding of Text A in the Reading Booklet Insert and then a summary question (15 marks in total) based on Text B in the Reading Booklet. Question 2 is worth 25 marks in total and comprises four sub-questions of varying difficulty based on Text C in the Reading Booklet. These questions will test your understanding (or appreciation) of the way a writer uses language to achieve effects. Question 3, also based on Text C and worth 25 marks (15 for Reading and 10 for Written Expression), is an Extended response to reading task.

Paper 2 comprises two sections: Section A is a compulsory Directed Writing task, based on one or two texts in the accompanying Reading Booklet. It is worth 40 marks (15 for Reading and 25 for Written Expression). Section B is a Composition task, worth 40 marks for Writing. You will be given four options on which to write (two descriptive titles and two narrative titles) and you must write on one of them only. You may choose to do Component 3: Coursework Portfolio instead of this paper.

As you can see from the information in the previous paragraphs, there are an equal number of marks available for Reading and Writing in total for the two papers. Although it is important that, when answering the exam paper, you try to express yourself clearly and accurately in what you write, you should also keep in mind that, as long as the Examiner is able to understand what you are trying to say, you will not lose marks for any spelling and punctuation mistakes in your answers to the Reading questions. In the Writing tasks, how well you structure and organise what you write, your use of appropriate vocabulary and your control of a range of sentence structures is just as important as the technical accuracy of your expression. Of course, this is not to say that you should not care about the accuracy of what you write, but just to emphasise that Reading questions in both papers primarily test understanding. The accuracy of your writing is specifically assessed in Paper 2, Section B and the Coursework alternative (Component 3), and one way to do well in these papers is to ensure that you concentrate on accuracy of written expression at all times.

Answers section

Please note that as in all English exercises, the answers given in this section are not the only ones that can be considered correct. This applies particularly to those questions requiring explanations of vocabulary, as there are synonyms other than those listed which would be equally as acceptable as definitions of the words as used in their context.

Similarly, with questions of this type, it is not necessary that answers should comprise one-word definitions – answers can also be expressed in a phrase of a few words as long as it is focused on explaining the word as used in the context of the original passage. As a general rule, if an answer shows clear understanding of the question by being expressed predominantly in a student’s own words, it should be rewarded.
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