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Introduction

This book has been written for all students of Cambridge IGCSE® and O Level Business Studies. It carefully and precisely follows the syllabus from Cambridge Assessment International Education. It provides the detail and guidance that are needed to support you throughout the course and help you to prepare for your examinations. It will also prove to be of great use to anyone who wants to learn more about the key concepts of business.

This book will prove to be valuable to students of Business Studies whether you are:


•  studying the subject for the first time through your school or college and need a comprehensive and clearly written textbook

•  revising the subject before your examinations and need a study guide to help you with key definitions, techniques and examination advice

•  learning the subject on your own through distance or open learning and need a complete programme of supportive questions, activities and suggested answers to these.



Building on the successful formula of the previous four editions, this fifth edition updates all existing chapters including removing material which is no longer in the syllabus and adds new subject material with additional chapters and new features.


How to use this book

To make your study of Business Studies as rewarding and successful as possible, this Cambridge International endorsed textbook offers the following important features:

Learning objectives

Each chapter starts with an outline of the subject material to be covered and ends with a checklist to confirm what you should have learned and understood.

Organisation

The content is in the same order as the syllabus: chapter titles and chapter section headings match those of the Cambridge IGCSE and O Level Business Studies syllabuses.

Approach

The subject material is written in an informative yet lively way that allows for complete understanding of each topic to be gained.
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Exam preparation and technique

Revision

You should be able to perform to the best of your ability if you:


•  ensure that you have worked through all of the activities and examination-style questions in this book

•  revise thoroughly before the examination – allow plenty of time for this and avoid leaving it until the last minute.



You can also help yourself greatly if you take the following steps.


•  Obtain a copy of the syllabus. You should also be able to obtain past examination papers and mark schemes. It is very important that you check the progress of your learning and revision by ‘ticking off’ each topic against the syllabus content.

•  Make sure that you know the number and length of each of the examination papers you will have to sit. The style and nature of the questions often differ between papers so you must be quite clear about the type of questions likely to appear on each paper.



For Cambridge IGCSE® and O Level Business Studies the examination papers are:
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In the examination

Make sure you check the instructions on the question paper, the length of the paper and the number of questions you have to answer. In the case of Cambridge IGCSE® and O Level Business Studies examinations you will have to answer every question as there will be no choice.

Allocate your time sensibly between each question. Every year, good students let themselves down by spending too long on some questions and too little time (or no time at all) on others. You will be expected to spend longer writing an answer to a question worth 12 marks than you would when writing an answer worth 8 marks.

Remember that the most common ‘prompt’ words are ‘identify’, ‘explain’, ‘consider’ and ‘justify’. The following guide should help you.

Key command words you need to know

Define

This is asking you to clearly show the examiner that you know what a term means. A single sentence answer is nearly always sufficient.

Identify

As in ‘Identify two factors that could influence the price of a product.’ Identify means write down, without explanation or discussion, the required number of points.

So the answers to the question above might be:


1  Costs of production.

2  Prices of competitors’ products.



Calculate

As in ‘Using the figures provided, calculate the break-even level of production.’ This means ‘using the figures provided, work out the following’.

Explain

As in ‘Explain two ways in which the hotel could promote its services’.

Here the examiner is asking you to give more detail than just identifying points. Your answer must also be applied to the business in question – in this case, a hotel. So, advertising on TV would not be appropriate for one hotel given the high cost of TV time. A better answer would be:


1  The hotel could contact all guests who have stayed at the hotel before by email to give them details of a special offer.

2  The hotel could also use a colourful and effective website to promote its services to customers who book hotel accommodation online.



Consider

As in ‘Consider whether the car manufacturer should reduce prices to increase demand.’ This is asking you to show advanced skills. The best approach to answer this type of question is to explain the advantages and disadvantages of reducing car prices – using any case material about the business to help you. You should then weigh up these advantages and disadvantages applied to a car manufacturer and compare them before making a final conclusion.

Justify

As in ‘Recommend to TelCom the best way to expand – taking over a phone manufacturer or a chain of shops selling mobile phones? Justify your answer/recommendation.’

In questions like this you need to consider both options for expansion, giving advantages and disadvantages for both. Finally, you should weigh up the points for and against each option and come to a final decision based on the most important points. For longer questions also justify why the alternative(s) was rejected.

State

As in ‘State two examples of promotion for XYZ company.’ This question only requires two examples to be given and no explanation is required.

Outline

As in ‘Outline two benefits to Jameel of operating his business as a sole trader.’ This is asking you to set out two benefits of operating as a sole trader and how they relate to Jameel and his business.

Finally…

Learning Business Studies should be both rewarding and challenging. We hope that this textbook will help you overcome the challenges of the Cambridge IGCSE® and O Level courses so that you can achieve the success you are seeking. In particular, we want the book to encourage you to develop a real interest in – even a passion for – finding out more of how the world of business really works. Business activity is so crucial to the future wellbeing of us all and it offers great opportunities for all well-motivated students. Success in Cambridge IGCSE® and O Level Business Studies can help you take the first important steps towards playing a leading role in managing and directing business activity in your country. We are confident that this book will fully support you during your course.

Wishing you all the best in your studies,

Karen Borrington

Peter Stimpson
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1 Business activity
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This chapter will explain:


•  the concepts of needs, wants, scarcity and opportunity cost

•  the importance of specialisation

•  the purpose of business activity

•  the concept of adding value and how added value can be increased.
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The economic problem: needs, wants, scarcity and opportunity cost
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Activity 1.1

Make lists of:


a  your needs – those things you think are necessary for living

b  your wants – things you would like to be able to buy and own.



For example, on your needs list you will probably include clean water, and on your wants list you may include a luxury house.
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What do you notice about your two lists? Probably the really important items are on the needs list – water, clothing for warmth and protection, food and some form of housing or shelter. And on your wants list? That will be up to you and your interests and tastes, but you could probably have written a very long list indeed.

Do you already own all of the items on your wants list? If you do, then you must be very lucky and very rich! Most people in the world cannot afford to buy everything they want because our wants are unlimited. In many countries, some people cannot afford to buy the things they need and they are likely to be very poor.

Why are there so many wants and needs that we cannot satisfy? Why are millions of people living in poverty in many countries around the world? Most people will answer these questions by saying, ‘Because there is not enough money.’

Is the real economic problem caused by a shortage of money? An example may help to show you why more money is not the answer to the problem of many people’s wants and needs not being satisfied.
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Case study

The government of a small country is worried about large numbers of people who cannot afford the basic needs of life. Even those citizens with more money are always complaining that the country is not producing enough of the luxuries that they want to buy. The government decides to try to ‘solve’ these problems by printing more bank notes, doubling everyone’s incomes.

Has the government solved the economic problem of the country? Are there now more goods for the people to buy? More houses? More schools? More cars? Improved standard of living of the population?

The answer to all of these questions is ‘No’. Printing more money does not produce more goods and services. It will just lead to prices rising so more goods cannot be afforded – you just pay more for the same amount of goods.
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The economic problem – the real cause

The real cause of the shortage or scarcity of goods and services is that there are not enough factors of production to make all of the goods and services that the population needs and wants.

There are four factors of production:


•  Land – this term is used to cover all of the natural resources provided by nature and includes fields and forests, oil, gas, metals and other mineral resources.

•  Labour – this is the number of people available to make products.

•  Capital – this is the finance, machinery and equipment needed for the manufacture of goods.

•  Enterprise – this is the skill and risk-taking ability of the person who brings the other resources or factors of production together to produce a good or service, for example, the owner of a business. These people are called entrepreneurs.



In any one country, and in the world as a whole, these factors of production are limited in supply. As there is never enough land, labour, capital or enterprise to produce all of the needs and unlimited wants of a whole population, there is an economic problem of scarcity.


[image: ]
The real cause of the economic problem



Limited resources: the need to choose

We make choices every day. We have to, as we have limited resources but so many wants. We therefore have to decide which wants we will satisfy and which we will not. All choices involve giving something up – this leads to opportunity cost. Should I take a bus to school or use the money for a new pen to write clear Business Studies notes? Do I buy a new pair of trainers or spend the money on a new smartphone?

We do not have the resources to satisfy all our wants, so the next best alternative that we give up becomes our opportunity cost. This problem of ‘what to give up’ exists not only for consumers like us but for governments and businesses too. In making choices we need to consider carefully the opportunity cost to make sure it is not worth more to us than the item we are buying.
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Examples of opportunity cost
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REVISION SUMMARY

The economic problem
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The importance of specialisation: the best use of limited resources

In all societies the factors of production are in limited supply. It is therefore important to use these resources in the most efficient ways possible. The ways in which these resources are used have changed greatly in the last 250 years. Very few products are now made just by the efforts and skills of one worker. Nearly all workers specialise in particular skills and many businesses specialise in one type of product. Specialisation is now very common because:


•  specialised machinery and technologies are now widely available

•  increasing competition means that businesses have to keep costs low

•  most people recognise that higher living standards can result from being specialised.




[image: ]

Case study

This is how Joe Sharma, a carpenter, went about making a table 250 years ago:
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What do you notice about these methods of production?


•  Joe did everything himself – including the cutting of the timber and the sale and delivery of the finished table.

•  Production was very low – only one table per week.

•  Compare this with typical modern production methods. Two hundred and fifty years later, Jack Sharma owns the family business. This is how production is organised:
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Specialisation and the division of labour

Jack Sharma is using the principles of specialisation and division of labour. He is dividing up the making of tables into different jobs and making each worker a specialist at just one task. Division of labour has advantages and disadvantages:



	Advantages
	Disadvantages



	
•  Workers are trained in one task and specialise in this – this increases efficiency and output

•  Less time is wasted moving from one workbench to another

•  Quicker and cheaper to train workers as fewer skills need to be taught



	
•  Workers can become bored doing just one job – efficiency might fall

•  If one worker is absent and no one else can do the job, production might be stopped
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Activity 1.2


a  Using another product, for example, bread or clay pots, explain, with simple illustrations, how division of labour or specialisation could be used to make the product.

b  Explain the possible advantages/disadvantages of using division of labour (or specialisation of labour) to the business you chose.
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The purpose of business activity

We have identified the following issues:


•  People have unlimited wants.

•  The four factors of production – the resources needed to make goods – are in limited supply.

•  Scarcity results from limited resources and unlimited wants.

•  Choice is necessary when resources are scarce. This leads to opportunity cost.

•  Specialisation improves the efficient use of resources.



So far, we have hardly mentioned businesses and yet this is the purpose of this book!

Where does business activity fit into the ideas we have already looked at?

The purpose of all businesses is to combine the factors of production to make products which will satisfy people’s wants. These products can either be goods – physical items such as cars and shoes which we can touch and see – or they can be services, such as insurance, tourism or banking.

Businesses can be small – just one person, for example – or large. Some businesses employ thousands of people with operations in many different countries. Businesses can be privately owned or owned by the state/government. They can be owned by one person or by thousands of shareholders.

Whatever their size and whoever owns them, all businesses have one thing in common – they combine factors of production to make products which satisfy people’s wants.
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Businesses in all sectors of industry produce goods and services by combining factors of production



What would life be like without business activity? In simple, undeveloped economies, businesses do not exist. Everyone attempts to do everything for themselves – they are self-sufficient. With their own plot of land and by their own efforts, such as hunting, they attempt to survive and produce enough for their own needs. This is a very basic existence and living standards are low.
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Study tips

Definitions of the key terms in this book can be found in the left-hand margins.

These definitions will be very useful to you as you study the course so it is important that you learn these by heart.
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By a slow process of specialisation, people began to concentrate on what they were best at. They then traded those goods for others made by people who had different skills. In this way, businesses began to be formed, and trade and exchange of goods expanded. In today’s world, most people specialise by working in one job for a weekly wage. With this money, they are able to purchase a wide range of goods and services produced by many different businesses – specialising in different products.

Business activity therefore:


•  combines scarce factors of production to produce goods and services

•  produces goods and services which are needed to satisfy the needs and wants of the population

•  employs people as workers and pays them wages to allow them to consume products made by other people.



Added value

This is a very important idea. All businesses attempt to add value. If value is not added to the materials and components that a business buys in, then:


•  other costs cannot be paid for

•  no profit will be made.
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Diagram showing value added



Example:


•  The selling price of a newly built house is $100 000.

•  The value of the bought-in bricks, cement, wood and other materials was $15 000.

•  The added value of the building firm was $85 000. This is not all profit – out of this the builder must pay wages and other costs too.
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Key info

Children around the world are playing with more mini LEGO people than there are human beings on the planet. The LEGO Group add value by putting LEGO bricks into themed building sets, such as spaceships or pirate ships. Some sets are also linked to successful movies such as Harry Potter and Star Wars. When The LEGO Movie was released it further strengthened the brand and encouraged consumers to pay a high price for the building sets.
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Why is added value important?

Added value is important because sales revenue is greater than the cost of materials bought in by the business. This means the business:


•  can pay other costs such as labour costs, management expenses and costs including advertising and power

•  may be able to make a profit if these other costs come to a total that is less than the added value.



How could a business increase added value?

There are two main ways in which a business can try to increase its added value:


a  Increase selling price but keep the cost of materials the same. This might be possible if the business tries to create a higher quality image for its product or service. If consumers are convinced by this then they might be prepared to pay higher prices and buy the same quantity as before the price rise. A jewellery shop could employ very experienced and knowledgeable sales staff, decorate the shop to look luxurious and use high-quality packaging. Note though: other costs might increase when trying to create this quality image.

b  Reduce the cost of materials but keep the price the same. A building firm could use cheaper wood, bricks and other materials when constructing a home or shop. If the price charged to customers stays the same then a higher added value will be made. Note though: lower priced materials might reduce the quality of the product. Will customers be prepared to pay the same price for a product that they believe is of lower quality?
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Study tips

Adding value is not easy for many businesses – if it was, every business would be very successful! When some businesses try to increase added value it can lead to serious disadvantages. For example, just increasing the price of the product can lead to lower sales and, perhaps, lower profit.
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Study tips

You should take every chance to apply your answers to the business in the question. A jewellery shop is likely to add value in different ways to a hotel business or a soft drinks manufacturer.
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REVISION SUMMARY

Adding value
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Case study: Rakesh’s bakery

Rakesh owns a small bakery selling bread, cakes and biscuits. His business is just making enough money to survive. His wife, Neeta, had the idea of serving customers tea and coffee at two small tables that could be fitted into the bakery shop. ‘Customers will pay more for each cake and biscuit if we sell them with tea or coffee – just like a little café.’ Rakesh bought some second-hand café equipment and furniture and tried what Neeta had suggested. She was right! Some of his customers not only bought teas and coffees but they paid higher prices for the cakes and biscuits they bought as they were served them on a plate!

Rakesh had increased the value added to the flour, sugar and butter he used to make these cakes and biscuits.
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Activity 1.3

Refer to the case study above.


a  If the best-selling cake in this bakery uses 30 cents’ worth of flour, sugar and butter and Rakesh sells each one for $1, calculate the value added.

b  If customers are prepared to pay $1.50 when this cake is served on a plate at a table within the bakery, what is the new value added per cake?

c  Does the opening of the small café mean that Rakesh must have increased his weekly profit? Explain your answer.
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International business in focus

Division of labour at McDonald’s

The cooking of food in all McDonald’s restaurants is broken down into small, repetitive tasks. These include serving customers, pouring drinks, cooking French fries and cooking burgers. These separate tasks allow workers to become very efficient and skilled in them. All workers are given much training in the tasks that they will become skilled at.

The speed and efficiency of McDonald’s workers means that customers are served very quickly with freshly cooked food. Costs are kept very low and this helps to keep prices low.

McDonald’s and other fast-food restaurants often make great efforts to reduce the high labour turnover in this industry; this means they are trying to reduce the high number of workers that leave the industry each year.
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Discussion points


•  Why do you think a large business such as McDonald’s uses specialisation?

•  Think about as many advantages as you can to McDonald’s of using specialisation.

•  If you owned a fast-food restaurant, consider two ways in which you could increase the value added to the food bought in by the restaurant.
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Exam-style questions: Short answer and data response


1  Gowri plans to start up her own business using her savings. She wants to produce fashion clothes for women. She is a very good clothes designer but she does not like stitching clothes together. Two friends have offered to help Gowri. Abha is an experienced material or fabric cutter – she can cut lengths of material or fabric for clothes with very little wastage. Aditi is quick at sewing fabric together.




    a  Define ‘business’.

[2]

    b  Identify two factors of production that Gowri will need for her new business.

[2]

    c  Outline two possible opportunity costs that Gowri may have from her decision to start her own business.

[4]

    d  Explain one advantage and one disadvantage to Gowri’s business of using division of labour in making clothes.

[6]

    e  Do you think that Gowri’s business will be able to sell all of the clothes that it makes? Justify your answer.

[6]




2  Mohammed owns a bakery. He makes bread and cakes. He employs three workers who help him mix the dough for the bread and cakes, put the dough into tins, bake the bread and cakes, and serve customers. Mohammed has calculated that the ‘added value’ of his business is low. His customers complain when he tries to increase his prices. ‘We can buy the same bread and cakes at lower prices,’ they tell him.




    a  Define ‘added value’.

[2]

    b  Identify the opportunity cost to Mohammed of buying a new oven.

[2]

    c  Outline two benefits to Mohammed’s business of all of his workers being able to do all of the jobs in the bakery.

[4]

    d  Explain two ways in which Mohammed could increase the value added of his bakery business.

[6]

    e  A friend told Mohammed, ‘Your business would be more successful if you only served in the shop and let your workers make the bread and cakes.’ Do you agree? Justify your answer.

[6]
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Revision checklist

In this chapter you have learned:


[image: ] the difference between wants and needs

[image: ] why scarcity of resources results in choices and opportunity cost

[image: ] why specialisation is important

[image: ] the purpose and nature of business activity

[image: ] how businesses can try to increase added value.
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NOW – test your understanding with the revision questions in the Student etextbook and the Workbook.
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Definitions to learn

A need is a good or service essential for living.

A want is a good or service which people would like to have, but which is not essential for living. People’s wants are unlimited.

The economic problem – there exist unlimited wants but limited resources to produce the goods and services to satisfy those wants. This creates scarcity.

Factors of production are those resources needed to produce goods or services. There are four factors of production and they are in limited supply.

Scarcity is the lack of sufficient products to fulfil the total wants of the population.

Opportunity cost is the next best alternative given up by choosing another item.

Specialisation occurs when people and businesses concentrate on what they are best at.

Division of labour is when the production process is split up into different tasks and each worker performs one of these tasks. It is a form of specialisation.

Businesses combine factors of production to make products (goods and services) which satisfy people’s wants.

Added value is the difference between the selling price of a product and the cost of bought-in materials and components.
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2 Classification of businesses
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This chapter will explain:


•  the differences between primary, secondary and tertiary production

•  the reasons for the changing importance of business classification, for example, in developed and developing economies

•  the differences between public sector and private sector business enterprises in a mixed economy.
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Stages of economic activity

As you read this book you are probably sitting at a desk or table. Most tables are made of wood. How many different types of businesses might have been involved in converting the wood into a finished table ready to be sold to a final consumer? What stages of production has the wood passed through to arrive at the finished table?

The diagram below shows the most likely stages in the production and sale of a wooden table.
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The stages involved in making and selling a wooden table



You will notice that there are three main stages from the cutting down of the timber to the sale of the completed table. These stages are typical of nearly all production and they are called the levels of economic – or business – activity.

Stage 1 is called the primary stage of production. This stage involves the Earth’s natural resources. Activities in the primary sector of industry include farming, fishing, forestry and the extraction of natural materials, such as oil and copper ore.

Stage 2 is called the secondary stage of production. This stage involves taking the materials and resources provided by the primary sector and converting them into manufactured or processed goods. Activities in the secondary sector of industry include building and construction, aircraft and car manufacturing, computer assembly, bread baking.


[image: ]
Examples of activities in the different sectors of industry: rice farming in Vietnam, clothes production in China and retailing in Kenya



Stage 3 is called the tertiary stage of production. This stage involves providing services to both consumers and other businesses. Activities in the tertiary sector of industry include transport, banking, retail, insurance, hotels and hairdressing.
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The three types of business activity
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Activity 2.1

Copy this table. Indicate with a tick which sector of industry each business is in.
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Relative importance of economic sectors

Which sector of industry is most important in your country? This depends on what is meant by ‘important’. Usually the three sectors of the economy are compared by:


•  percentage of the country’s total number of workers employed in each sector



or


•  value of output of goods and services and the proportion this is of total national output.



In some countries, primary industries such as farming and mining employ many more people than manufacturing or service industries. These tend to be countries – often called developing countries – where manufacturing industry has only recently been established. As most people still live in rural areas with low incomes, there is little demand for services such as transport, hotels and insurance. The levels of both employment and output in the primary sector in these countries are likely to be higher than in the other two sectors.

In countries which started up manufacturing industries many years ago, the secondary and tertiary sectors are likely to employ many more workers than the primary sector. The level of output in the primary sector is often small compared to the other two sectors. In economically developed countries, it is now common to find that many manufactured goods are bought in from other countries. Most of the workers will be employed in the service sector. The output of the tertiary sector is often higher than the other two sectors combined. Such countries are often called the most developed countries.
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Case study: Comparing the three economic sectors – India and Papua New Guinea

The relative importance of the three economic sectors in India is very different to that in Papua New Guinea. India does not have large reserves of primary products (natural resources), whereas Papua New Guinea is rich in mineral deposits including copper, gold and oil and also has extensive forests covering much of the country producing timber products. Extracting these valuable resources makes a huge contribution to the economy of Papua New Guinea.

India’s textile, steel and car manufacturing industries are rapidly growing, but the secondary sector in Papua New Guinea is small – palm oil processing, plywood production and wood chip production are the most important secondary industries. If Papua New Guinea developed a furniture industry making tables and chairs from the timber extracted from its forests, secondary production could increase.

The tertiary sector is expanding in both countries – tourism is starting to gain importance in Papua New Guinea but it is still in its early stages of development and its main service industries are linked to the transport and export of its minerals. Providing IT services to businesses all over the world is India’s largest service industry.
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Activity 2.2

Refer to the case study above.


a  Explain what ‘tertiary production’ means by using examples from the case study.

b  Explain two reasons why the primary sector is relatively more important to Papua New Guinea than to India.

c  In 2017, it was estimated that 47 per cent of Indians worked in the primary sector – mainly in agriculture. Why was this sector the least important of the three in terms of output?

d  Discuss the likely impact on Papua New Guinea if its copper and gold mines become exhausted (the copper and gold runs out!).
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Changes in sector importance

In the UK and other developed economies there has been a decline in the importance of manufacturing industry – or the secondary sector – since the 1970s. The tertiary sector in the UK now employs well over 75 per cent of all workers. Many workers who lost jobs as factories closed have found it difficult to obtain work in the service industries. The decline in the manufacturing or secondary sector of industry is called de-industrialisation.
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Key info

South Korea is one of the best examples of a country which has experienced changes in the importance of industrial sectors. In the 1950s the economy was dependent on agriculture. By 2017 agriculture and other primary industries accounted for just 4% of GDP, with manufacturing (secondary) responsible for 42% of output. Service industries (tertiary) produced 54% of total output.
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In China and India, the relative importance of the secondary sector has increased since the 1980s, compared to the primary sector. However, in both countries, many of the tertiary sector industries are now expanding more rapidly than those in both the primary and secondary sectors. There are several reasons for changes in the relative importance of the three sectors over time:


•  Sources of some primary products, such as timber, oil and gas, become depleted. This has been true for Somalia with the cutting down of most of its forests.

•  Most developed economies are losing competitiveness in manufacturing to newly industrialised countries such as Brazil, India and China.

•  As a country’s total wealth increases and living standards rise, consumers tend to spend a higher proportion of their incomes on services such as travel and restaurants than on manufactured products produced from primary products.
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Case study: Bangladesh – the importance of economic sectors over time

In 1970, Bangladesh had an economy largely based on agriculture. A high proportion of the population worked in farming, either to produce crops for their own consumption or to sell in local markets. Secondary manufacturing activities were not very important and the tertiary sector was also small as incomes were very low and people had little spare cash to spend on ‘services’.

By 2017, Bangladesh had undergone significant changes. Although 40 per cent of the workforce still works in agriculture, primary production of goods such as jute, tobacco and food has fallen in relative terms. Manufacturing industries – mainly food processing and clothing – have expanded rapidly. Tertiary services such as telecommunications, transport and finance now contribute approximately half of total national output.

Economic sectors in Bangladesh – World Bank estimates of % share of GDP
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Activity 2.3

Refer to the case study above.


a  Explain two possible reasons why the relative importance of primary output has fallen.

b  Would workers who formerly worked in agriculture find it easy to obtain jobs in the secondary or tertiary sectors of industry? Explain your answer.

c  What do you expect to happen to the relative importance of tertiary industries if incomes continue to rise in Bangladesh? Explain your answer.
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Key info

Mexico now has nearly 25 per cent of its labour force employed in manufacturing and it is making a major contribution to the changing economy of the country. Its secondary sector produces over a third of its $2.2 trillion GDP. It is now the USA’s second-largest export market and third-largest source of imports. The main secondary industry is car manufacturing, as it cannot only export to the USA but also to Asia, Australia and New Zealand from ports on the Pacific coast. However, aerospace manufacturing is growing at 20 per cent per year, it is the fifth-largest exporter of medical devices in the world, and its domestic appliances such as refrigerators, washers and TVs make up half of all retail sales of appliances sold in the USA.
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Mixed economy

Nearly every country in the world has a mixed economy with private sector and a public sector:


•  Private sector – businesses not owned by the government. These businesses will make their own decisions about what to produce, how it should be produced and what price should be charged for it. Most businesses in the private sector will aim to make a profit. Even so, there are likely to be some government controls over these decisions and these are explained in later chapters in this book.

•  Public sector – government (or state) owned and controlled businesses and organisations. The government, or other public sector authority, makes decisions about what to produce and how much to charge consumers. Some goods and services are provided free of charge to the consumer, such as state health and education services. The money for these comes not from the user but from the taxpayer. Objectives of private sector and public sector businesses are often different (see Chapter 4).




[image: ]

Study tips

It is useful to remember that different patterns of economic/business activity often exist between ‘low-income’ or ‘high-income’ countries.
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Which business activities are usually in the public sector?

In many countries the government controls the following important industries or activities:


•  health

•  education

•  defence

•  public transport

•  water supply

•  electricity supply.
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Activity 2.4

For each of the examples of key industries or activities listed above, suggest three possible reasons why the government of a country might decide to own and control that industry or service.
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Activity 2.5

Find out whether, in your own country, the government owns and controls the following businesses:


a  railway system

b  local bus services

c  water supply

d  electricity supply

e  TV and radio stations

f  hospitals.
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Mixed economies – recent changes

In recent years, many governments have changed the balance between the private sector and the public sector in their economies. They have done this by selling some public sector businesses – owned and controlled by government – to private sector businesses. This is called privatisation. In many European and Asian countries the water supply, electricity supply and public transport systems have been privatised.

Why have governments done this? It is often claimed that private sector businesses are more efficient than public sector businesses. This might be because their main objective is profit and therefore costs must be controlled. Also, private sector owners might invest more capital in the business than the government can afford. Competition between private sector businesses can help to improve product quality.

However, a business in the private sector might make more workers unemployed than a public sector business in order to cut costs. A private sector business is also less likely to focus on social objectives.

Changes in the balance between the private sector and the public sector are likely to continue in many mixed economies.
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Study tips

The advantages and disadvantages of the private sector are useful to remember.
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Activity 2.6

Your government is considering the privatisation of your country’s postal service. You decide to write to the government minister in charge, explaining your views on this matter and stating your opinion. Your letter should contain:


•  an explanation of the difference between private sector businesses and public sector businesses

•  the possible benefits of the postal service being in the private sector

•  the possible disadvantages of the postal service being in the private sector

•  your recommendation to the minister on whether to keep the postal service in the public sector or not.
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Study tips

Do not confuse ‘privatisation’ with ‘converting a sole trader into a private limited company’. Sole traders and private limited companies are both examples of private sector businesses (see Chapter 4).
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REVISION SUMMARY

Sectors of industry
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International business in focus

Tourism in Mauritius

Mauritius is a small island in the Indian Ocean with a land area of just 2000 km2. The Mauritian economy is dominated by the tertiary sector. In 2017, tourism, finance and other services accounted for 74 per cent of total national output (gross domestic product). In contrast, the secondary sector accounted for 22 per cent and primary industries – mainly sugar production – just 4 per cent. The government is planning for 2 million foreign visitors and the number of tourists is increasing by 9 per cent per year. These tourists spend a great deal of money on food, drink, travel and holiday gifts.

Air Mauritius is one of the businesses that has benefited greatly from the expansion of tourism in the country. The airline is partly owned by private owners and the Mauritian Government. It has won the ‘Indian Ocean’s Leading Airline’ prize ten times in recent years.

Air Mauritius not only has an extensive network of air routes but it also offers services to other airlines operating in the region and owns holiday companies such as Mauritian Holidays UK. There are hundreds of hotels and guesthouses in Mauritius and these employ many local workers. Some of the largest hotel groups in the world operate in Mauritius, such as Radisson and Le Meridien.
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Discussion points


•  Why do you think the primary sector of the Mauritian economy is relatively small?

•  Explain three ways in which tertiary sector industries contribute to the Mauritian economy.

•  Do you think that increasing numbers of tourists will bring only benefits to Mauritius?

•  Why do you think the Mauritian Government still owns a part of Air Mauritius?
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Exam-style questions: Short answer and data response


1  Ade’s Engineering Company (AEC) makes parts for cars and trucks. These are sold to car manufacturers in many countries. The parts include metal brake components and rubber seals to fit around windows. AEC operates in Country X, which, until a few years ago, had an economy dominated by agriculture and coal mining. Over the last 20 years the relative importance of the primary sector has declined. To be successful AEC requires natural resources to make car parts and services provided by other businesses. Consumer incomes are rising rapidly in Country X.




    a  Define ‘primary sector’.

[2]

    b  Identify two examples of services that a business such as AEC requires.

[2]

    c  Outline two reasons why a business such as AEC could not be successful without other firms providing natural resources.

[4]

    d  Explain two likely reasons why the relative importance of the primary sector of Country X’s economy has declined.

[6]

    e  A government minister in Country X recently said: ‘The secondary sector of industry will always be more important than the tertiary sector to our economy.’ Do you agree with this view? Justify your answer.

[6]




2  The government of Country Y owns and controls many businesses. ‘The public sector always produces goods and services more efficiently than privately owned businesses,’ a government minister recently said. Other ministers disagree and want to privatise many state-owned businesses. The private sector businesses in Country Y produce 55 per cent of total output – mainly in services such as transport, tourism and finance. The secondary sector of industry produces 35 per cent of total output.




    a  Define ‘public sector’.

[2]

    b  Identify two industries in the secondary sector.

[2]

    c  Outline two reasons why the tertiary sector of industry is becoming more important in most economies.

[4]

    d  Explain two possible reasons why some ministers want to privatise some businesses in the public sector.

[6]

    e  Do you agree with the government minister’s view that: ‘The public sector always produces goods and services more efficiently than privately owned businesses’? Justify your answer.

[6]
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Revision checklist

In this chapter you have learned:


[image: ] the differences between the three sectors of economic/business activity

[image: ] the reasons why these sectors vary in importance between countries

[image: ] the reasons why these sectors vary in importance over time

[image: ] the differences between the private sector and public sector in mixed economies.
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NOW – test your understanding with the revision questions in the Student etextbook and the Workbook.


[image: ]

Definitions to learn

The primary sector of industry extracts and uses the natural resources of Earth to produce raw materials used by other businesses.

The secondary sector of industry manufactures goods using the raw materials provided by the primary sector.

The tertiary sector of industry provides services to consumers and the other sectors of industry.

De-industrialisation occurs when there is a decline in the importance of the secondary, manufacturing sector of industry in a country.

A mixed economy has both a private sector and a public (state) sector.

Capital is the money invested into a business by the owners.
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