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Introduction

Welcome to the Cambridge IGCSE™ and O Level Study and Revision Guide for History: Option B. This book has been written to help you revise everything you need to know for your History examinations. Following the History syllabus, it covers all the key content as well as offering sample questions and answers and exam-style practice questions to help you learn how to answer questions and to check your understanding.

How to use this book
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Key point

A summary of the main information.
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Tips

Advice to help you give the perfect answer.
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Practice questions

Short, exam-style questions for you to see what you have learned.
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Tasks

Practical activities to help you answer the practice questions.
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Test yourself

Questions to check your understanding and progress.
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Answers

Sample answers to the practice questions are given on pages 124–155.


1 Were the peace treaties of 1919–23 fair?

1.1 What were the motives and aims of the Big Three at Versailles?

At the end of the First World War the Paris Peace Conference was held


•  An armistice was signed on 11 November 1918 between the Allies (principally Britain, France and the USA) and the Central Powers of Germany, Austria–Hungary, Turkey and Bulgaria.

•  There was great optimism for a lasting peace, especially from US President Woodrow Wilson who outlined his Fourteen Points in a speech in 1918.

•  Thirty-two nations representing over two-thirds of the world’s population met at the Paris Peace Conference in January 1919 to prepare five peace treaties collectively known as the Versailles settlement. The most important of these was the Treaty of Versailles which dealt with Germany.
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Key point

The peacemakers at the Paris Peace Conference had different aims and motives. Wilson was an idealist who wanted future peace in Europe; Clemenceau wanted revenge for the huge war damage inflicted on France; Lloyd George was a realist who wanted to punish Germany, but not too harshly, to prevent a future conflict. These leaders would have to find common ground if the peace treaties were to be agreed on.
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The Big Three had different aims and motives for the Treaty terms


•  The Big Three of David Lloyd George (British prime minister), Georges Clemenceau (French prime minister) and Woodrow Wilson (US president) were the main peacemakers.

•  The Big Three had different aims and motives and clashed on many of the terms of the peace treaties, especially the Treaty of Versailles.





	Big Three
	Aims
	Motives



	Britain – Lloyd George (‘the realist’)
	To punish Germany but not too harshly; wanted Britain and Germany to be trading partners; Germany to lose its naval power and colonies
	Didn’t want Germany to seek revenge or have a communist revolution as in Russia if the Treaty was too harsh BUT wanted to appease anti-German feelings at home; wanted jobs for people in Britain; wanted to protect the British Empire



	Clemenceau (‘the uncompromising’)
	To cripple Germany economically and territorially; ensure France’s borders were secure against future attack; demand Germany takes blame for starting the war and pays reparations
	For Germany not to be able to build up its armed forces again and threaten France, which had been invaded twice (in 1870 and 1914); French people had suffered huge casualties (1.4 million killed) and had lost farmland and industry in north-east France



	Wilson (‘the idealist’)
	To create a ‘far and lasting peace’ in Europe by implementing his Fourteen Points, which included disarmament for all European nations, no secret treaties and a League of Nations
	To remove the causes of conflict in Europe to prevent future wars; increase trade between Europe and the USA to prevent the spread of communism; strengthen democracy and self-determination to break up empires




The result was a compromise
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Practice question, Paper 2

Study Source A.

What is the message of the cartoonist? Explain your answer using source details and your own knowledge.

[8 marks]
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Task

Study Source A.

Draw a line from the annotation next to the cartoon to the relevant detail in the image then add some more notes.

SOURCE A A cartoon published in 1919 in an Australian newspaper.

The title ‘Melting Pot’ and the label ‘Peace Soup’ suggest that the Treaty was …

The figures on the right and the left represent …
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Italy, France and Britain have pots labelled ‘National Sentiment’ which represent …

The figure on the ‘Peace Soup’ bowl is Wilson; his bottle of ‘Sweet Oil of Brotherhood’ suggests …
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Tip

For interpretation questions that ask you to work out the cartoonist’s message, make sure that you think about whether it is supporting, criticising or commenting on a particular event at a particular time. Use the provenance, the source details and your own knowledge to explain the message.
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Test yourself


1  Which countries had peace treaties imposed on them by the Allies at the Paris Peace Conference?

2  Who were the Big Three and what problems did they face at the Conference?

3  List two aims and motives of the Big Three.

4  List what you think were the three harshest terms of the Treaty of Versailles.
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1.2 Why did the victors not get everything they wanted?

The British and French leaders were influenced by public opinion in their home countries


•  Britain had suffered hugely in the First World War. Lloyd George had won the 1918 general election by promising to ‘make Germany pay’.

•  The French public wanted a treaty that would severely punish Germany. Over two-thirds of the men who had served in the French army had been killed or wounded.

•  America had not suffered as much as Britain or France in the war and Wilson had a more generous attitude towards Germany.
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Key point

The Big Three were forced to compromise over the terms of the Treaty. Each achieved some of their aims but were forced to make concessions in order to get everyone to sign.
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The Big Three’s aims for the Treaty terms were too different to be reconciled


•  Clemenceau and Wilson clashed over what to do about the Rhineland and Germany’s coalfields in the Saar. Wilson gave in, and in return Clemenceau and Lloyd George conceded over eastern European self-determination.

•  Clemenceau and Lloyd George also disagreed. Clemenceau argued that Britain was happy to treat Germany fairly in Europe, against France’s interests, but stricter when it came to Germany’s navy and colonies, which threatened British power.

•  Wilson’s views on self-determination threatened the British Empire, which ruled millions of people across the world.



As a result, each leader had to compromise

Clemenceau


•  Clemenceau was content with the return of Alsace-Lorraine, which helped secure France’s border with Germany.

•  He also received two of Germany’s overseas colonies (Togoland and the Cameroons), which expanded the French Empire.

•  The reparations helped pay for the war damage France suffered and the military terms helped reduce the threat of a future invasion.

•  But Clemenceau wanted the reparations to be higher and was concerned that Germany would recover its economic and military strength, especially as the Rhineland was only demilitarised and not given to France.

•  He was also concerned that the French people would not think the Treaty was harsh enough – this led to his defeat in the French presidential elections in 1920 and his resignation soon afterwards.



Lloyd George


•  British imperial interests were helped as a result of the Treaty – its empire in Africa gained an additional 13 million new subjects. The reduction of the German navy also secured Britain’s rule of the seas.

•  The German economy had not been totally destroyed by the Treaty, which allowed Britain and Germany to trade again. This would help stop the spread of communism and promote British businesses.

•  But Lloyd George did not like the fact that German-speaking people were now under the control of countries such as Poland and France – he thought this would lead to resentment and future conflict.

•  He was also under public pressure to punish Germany after Britain had suffered over 1 million casualties in the First World War, meaning he would have to balance his desire for a fair treaty with demands at home for harsher terms.



Wilson


•  Wilson had managed to get some of his Fourteen Points into the different peace treaties, such as the requirement to disarm and the setting up of a League of Nations.

•  He also managed to get concessions from France such as lowering the reparations figure and only demilitarising the Rhineland.

•  Wilson achieved self-determination for countries in eastern Europe such as Estonia, Lithuania and Latvia.

•  But France and Britain had increased the size of their overseas empires at the expense of Germany.

•  Britain had also increased its control of the seas by reducing Germany’s navy, which went against Wilson’s principle of free navigation of the seas.
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Task

Write the names of the Big Three at the top of three separate cards. On one side of each card draw a + sign and on the other a – sign. On each card, make a list of the terms with which each of the Big Three would have been satisfied (+) and unsatisfied (–).
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Test yourself


1  How did France benefit from the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?

2  Why might the French people not have been satisfied with the Treaty?

3  How did Lloyd George manage to increase British international power?

4  What were Wilson’s most significant achievements in the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?



[image: ]




[image: ]

Practice question, Paper 1

What aims did Clemenceau achieve in the Treaty of Versailles?

[4 marks]
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Tip

Four-mark questions don’t require you to explain, but to demonstrate your knowledge. Make sure you give sufficient factual details but keep your answer relatively short.
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1.3 What was the impact of the peace treaty on Germany up to 1923?

The German people resented the terms of the Treaty of Versailles


•  Many Germans hated the war guilt clause and believed other countries were as much to blame as them for starting the war.

•  Germans felt the disarmament terms were too harsh. The army had been a source of German pride and none of the Allies were forced to disarm. Germany was now left defenceless and surrounded by countries with far superior armies to its own.

•  Germans were bitter at the reparations and territorial losses: 10 per cent of its land in Europe; all overseas colonies; 12.5 per cent of its population; 16 per cent of its coalfields. This was a major blow to the German economy.

•  Many Germans, including politicians and soldiers, saw the Treaty as a dictated peace or ‘diktat’. Germany was not allowed to attend the peace conference and was forced to accept the terms of the Treaty or face occupation.
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Key point

The Treaty was deeply unpopular with most Germans and led to resentment and hatred towards the new Weimar Government. This caused instability, political extremism, violence and huge economic problems.
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Political opposition threatened to destabilise the Weimar Government


•  Right-wing nationalists opposed the Treaty and the new Weimar Government by attempting several coups.

•  The anti-communist Freikorps, made up of ex-soldiers, under the command of Wolfgang Kapp, launched the Kapp Putsch in 1920 and managed to seize Berlin. The army refused to fire on them, and it was only defeated when the workers called a general strike.

•  In 1922, the foreign minister Walter Rathenau was murdered by right-wing extremists.

•  In November 1923, Hitler’s Nazi Party attempted to seize control during the Munich Putsch.

•  Left-wing extremists (communists), inspired by the Spartacists’ failed uprising in January 1919 and taking advantage of anti-Weimar feeling, attempted a rebellion in the Ruhr in 1920.



The Treaty led to economic instability in Germany


•  Many Germans claimed that the reparations bill of £6.6 billion would be impossible to pay and together with the other harsh economic terms would lead to instability.

•  Germany paid its first instalment of the reparations bill in 1921 but claimed it could not make the 1922 payment.

•  France and Belgium decided to occupy the Ruhr region in January 1923 to take its raw materials and goods as payment. This occupation was legal under the terms of the Treaty of Versailles, so the League of Nations did nothing to stop the French and Belgian forces. The occupation of the Ruhr was a disaster for Germany.

•  Ebert ordered German workers to use passive resistance so the French could take nothing. France reacted by killing over 100 workers and expelling over 100,000 strikers.

•  The Weimar Government printed money to pay the striking workers, which contributed to a period of hyperinflation in Germany.

•  The prices of goods rocketed, making the currency worthless – one US dollar was worth over 4 trillion marks by November 1923. Many Germans used worthless banknotes as wallpaper or burnt them as fuel. Those with debts and mortgages were able to pay off their debts easily, but trade was made impossible, people had to be paid daily, and the middle classes and pensioners lost their savings.

•  The Ruhr occupation and the period of hyperinflation allowed political extremists to point the finger of blame towards the Weimar politicians and the Treaty of Versailles.
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Task

Complete a table like the one below to summarise and explain the impact of the Treaty on Germany up to 1923.



	Impact
	Details
	Effect on Germany by 1923



	Social
	 
	 



	Political
	 
	 



	Economic
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Practice question, Paper 1

Why did the Treaty of Versailles make Weimar Germany unstable up to 1923?

[6 marks]
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Test yourself


1  What terms of the Treaty caused the most resentment in Germany?

2  Give one example of a right-wing and one of a left-wing uprising up to 1923.

3  How did the occupation of the Ruhr help lead to hyperinflation?

4  Who lost out and who benefited from German hyperinflation in 1923?
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Tip

Six-mark questions require you to explain your reasons using your own knowledge to support your answer. Make sure you use full paragraphs and explain more than one reason in your answer.
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1.4 Could the treaties be justified at the time?
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Key point

The other treaties imposed similar terms on the other defeated Central Powers as Versailles had done on Germany. Many, especially the defeated powers, saw the treaties as overly harsh, but others saw their terms as fair or even not harsh enough after the devastation of the First World War.
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Germany’s allies in the First World War also had harsh treaties imposed on them


•  The peace treaties forced Germany’s allies to accept some responsibility for the war. Austria was made to sign Article 177 and accept war guilt along with Hungary and the other Central Powers.
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Many at the time saw the treaties as unfair and too harsh


•  Germany, Austria, Hungary and Turkey resented the reparation payments and the severe restrictions on their military and territory. The treaties left many nationals outside of their borders and led to economic problems and political instability.

•  In Germany and Turkey, the treaties led to nationalist uprisings and political violence.

•  The defeated nations hated the war guilt clause as they believed other countries were to blame for starting the war as well.

•  In Britain, some politicians and journalists criticised the harshness of the Treaty of Versailles and claimed it would lead to a future war with Germany.



However, some onlookers thought the treaties let the defeated nations off too easily


•  Many in France took this view and claimed that when Germany imposed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk on Russia in 1918, its terms were far harsher than those in the Versailles settlement.

•  Marshal Foch of the French army claimed Versailles was merely a 20-year ceasefire and did not protect France sufficiently from future invasion.



Some believed that the peace treaties were fair and the best that could have been achieved


•  Some journalists in Britain commented that Germany and its allies got off relatively lightly and would be able to afford the economic and territorial costs of the treaties.

•  Some in the USA saw the treaties as the only possible compromise that could be made between the Allies after the war.
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Task

Write a list of the treaties from the table on page 7. For each treaty write an answer to the question: ‘Was this treaty fairer than the terms of the Treaty of Versailles?’

Add an explanation using evidence from the previous pages to support your judgement. Then write a conclusion to reach an overall judgement about which peace treaty was the fairest/harshest.
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Test yourself


1  What similarities were there between the Treaty of Versailles and the other peace treaties?

2  Were all the peace treaties equally harsh?

3  Why might many Germans see the Treaty of Versailles as unfair?

4  Why might France view the treaties as not harsh enough?
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Practice question, Paper 1

‘Germany suffered the most in the peace settlements after the war.’

How far do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.

[10 marks]
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Tip

Ten-mark questions require a balanced and structured response supported by your own knowledge. Try to think of a counter-argument to the one in the question.
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Key terms

Make sure you know these terms, people or events and can use them or describe them confidently.


Anschluss Joining of Austria and Germany as one state – forbidden by the Treaty of Versailles 1919 but carried out by Hitler in 1938.

Big Three Three main leaders at the Paris Peace Conference 1919 – Lloyd George (Britain), Wilson (USA), Clemenceau (France).

Conscription Compulsory service in the armed forces.

Demilitarised zone Area of land where troops cannot be stationed, e.g. Rhineland area of Germany after the First World War.

Democracy Political system in which the population votes for its government in elections held on a regular basis.

Diktat Term used in Germany to describe the Treaty of Versailles because Germany had no say in the terms of the Treaty.

Disarmament Process of scrapping land, sea or air weapons.

Fourteen Points The statement of principles for the peace negotiations after the First World War, made by Woodrow Wilson.

General strike Large-scale co-ordinated strike by workers designed to stop essential services like power, transport, etc.

Hyperinflation Process of money becoming worthless; most notable instance was in Germany in 1923.

Idealist/realist An idealist is motivated by particular beliefs, e.g. commitment to right of peoples to rule themselves. A realist is a politician who accepts a particular course of action even though it is not what they would prefer to do.

Kapp Putsch Attempt to overthrow democratically elected government in Germany in 1920.

League of Nations Organisation set up to manage international disputes and prevent wars after the First World War. Brainchild of US President Woodrow Wilson

Paris Peace Conference Conference which ran 1919–23 to decide how to officially end the First World War. Resulted in Treaty of Versailles with Germany and three other treaties.

Public opinion View of majority or large section of population on an issue, most important in democracies where politicians often must win over public opinion.

Reparations Compensation to be paid by Germany to France, Belgium, Britain and other states as a result of the First World War.

Rhineland Area of Germany that bordered France. Under Treaty of Versailles it was demilitarised – no German forces were allowed there.

Right-wing Political groups or individuals with beliefs in national pride, authoritarian government and opposed to communism.

Ruhr Main industrial area of Germany.

Saar Region on the border between France and Germany. Run by League of Nations from 1920 to 1935 when its people voted to become part of Germany.

Secret treaties International agreements between countries that are not made public to other nations.

Self-determination The right for people to choose which nation they belong to, often by vote.

Territory An area of land or country controlled by another nation.

Treaty of Brest-Litovsk Treaty between Germany and Russia in 1918 which ended war between the two. Germany took massive amounts of land and reparations.

Treaty of Versailles Treaty that officially ended war between Allies and Germany in 1919. Controversial because of the terms, which Germany claimed were excessively harsh.

War guilt Clause in Treaty of Versailles which forced Germany to accept blame for the First World War.
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Military: The German army was
reduced to 100,000 soldiers;
no conscription; no tanks;
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the Rhineland was to be
derniltarised and the west bank
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Financial: Reparations for war
damage to be paid to the Allies,
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to be given access to the sea by the creation of  Polish
Corridor; land given to Denmark, Belgium, Lithuania and
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between Germany and Austria forbidden (Anschlisss).

War guilt: Article 231 said
Germany had to take full
responsibility for starting the war.






