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Introduction


This revision book will help you to achieve the best possible result in your Modern Studies National 5 examination by explaining clearly what you need to know about the exam and what knowledge and skills you will need to display.

Access to the Hodder Gibson National 4 & 5 Modern Studies textbooks will enhance the use of this revision guide.

The textbooks are:


	•  Democracy in Scotland and the UK, second edition

	•  Social Issues in the UK, second edition

	•  World Powers and International Issues, second edition.



You have already covered all or most of the skills and knowledge required to pass National 5, but revision has a very important role to play. By working your way through this book you will find it much easier to understand what you need to display in your assessment answers. This will enhance your confidence and enable you to achieve your full potential.

You will also find advice about the assignment, in which you will have to research a Modern Studies topic or issue of your own choice. This assignment is important as it will be marked by SQA and will contribute to your overall mark and grade.

We hope you will find this book of great value and support.

Good luck!





Part One: How you will be tested


You will have studied the following three Sections:


	•  Democracy in Scotland and the UK

	•  Social Issues in the UK

	•  International Issues.



The National 5 award is made up of two externally marked assessments:


	•  National 5 question paper (80 marks – 80% of your overall mark)

	•  National 5 assignment (20 marks – 20% of your overall mark).



Total marks available: 100 marks

The marks you achieve in the question paper and assignment are added together and an overall mark will indicate a pass or fail. From this, your course award will then be graded.





Chapter 1

The exam



The question paper

The question paper is worth a total of 80 marks, with between 26 and 28 marks awarded for each of the three Sections. Across the whole exam paper, there are 30 marks for source-based questions and 50 for knowledge-based questions. Each source-based question will be marked out of 10 marks, and each knowledge and understanding question will be marked out of 4, 6 or 8 marks. You will have 2 hours and 20 minutes to complete the question paper.


What types of questions will I need to answer?

There are three types of skills questions that you will have practised in class and may have answered as part of your unit assessment. These are:


	1  Using sources of information to support and oppose a point of view. This may have been assessed in your Democracy in Scotland and the UK Section.

	2  Using sources of information to make and justify a decision. This may have been assessed in your Social Issues in the UK Section.

	3  Using sources of information to draw and support valid conclusions. This may have been assessed in your International Issues Section.



In Part Five of this book we will look at examples of source-based questions and students’ answers.
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Remember

In your course exam, the source-based questions can appear in any of the three Sections – so supporting and opposing a point of view could be a question in the International Issues section of the exam.
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In the knowledge section of your exam you will answer two types of questions:


	1  Describe questions, for example:
Describe, in detail, two ways in which poverty can have a severe impact on families.

4 marks



	2  Explain questions, for example:
Explain, in detail, the disadvantages of the First Past the Post system (FPTP). You should give a maximum of three disadvantages in your answer.

  8 marks
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Remember

In your course exam, the knowledge and skills questions for International Issues will not refer to a particular country or a particular issue. You will be expected to base your answer on your knowledge and understanding of your studied World Power or Issue.
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Do I have choice?

Your teacher will usually have chosen one topic from each of the three Sections for you to study and you will answer questions on these topics in your exam. Your teacher will have chosen from the following options for each Section:




	Section of the course
	Option one
	Option two





	Democracy in Scotland and the UK
	Democracy in Scotland
	Democracy in the UK



	Social Issues in the UK
	Social Inequality
	Crime and the Law



	International Issues
	World Powers
	World Issues
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Hints & tips

What makes a good knowledge answer?


	[image: ]  One that answers the question and provides only information that is relevant to the question.

	[image: ]  One that is detailed and written in paragraphs with clear development of the points you wish to discuss. Remember that one very developed describe answer can gain 3 marks and one very developed explain answer can gain 4 marks.

	[image: ]  One that is an appropriate length. Use the number of marks assigned to each question as a guide to how much you should write. Writing long answers for 4-mark questions may make you run out of time in the exam.

	[image: ]  One that uses up-to-date examples to illustrate your understanding of the question being asked.



What makes a bad knowledge answer?


	[image: ]  One that does not answer the question, or tries to change the question being asked. This is sometimes called ‘turning a question’.

	[image: ]  One that gives detailed description or explanation that is not relevant to the question.

	[image: ]  One that contains information that is out of date (you should be especially careful of this in the International Issues Section).

	[image: ]  give information that is relevant to what is being askelopment. This can receive a maximum of only 2 marks. You must tailor your answer to the question, and only give information that is relevant to what is being asked.
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Remember

Changes to skills question

The skills you can display are:


	[image: ]  supporting and opposing a point of view

	[image: ]  drawing and supporting valid conclusions.



These used to be worth 8 marks and are now worth 10 marks.

You must now draw and support four conclusions – increased from three.
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Chapter 2

The assignment


Before your exam in May, you will carry out the ‘assignment’ as part of your National 5 course assessment. Your teacher will probably plan to complete this during the spring term before you sit the exam.


What is the assignment?

The assignment is your personal research on a Modern Studies topic or issue of your own choice. The information collected should display knowledge and understanding of the topic or issue chosen and should include at least two methods of collecting information, with comment on the effectiveness of the methods used.

You will write up the results of your research under controlled assessment conditions on official SQA pro forma sheets. You will be given 1 hour to do this.

The assignment is very important as it is worth a total of 20 marks. Of these, 14 marks are for skills and 6 marks are for knowledge and understanding.

You are allowed to bring two single-sided sheets of A4 paper (containing your notes) into the exam to refer to during the write-up.



What type of hypothesis or issue should I choose?

With agreement from your teacher, you should choose a topic or issue that you feel is appropriate, for example: ‘The voting age in all Scottish and UK elections should be reduced to sixteen’.

You may choose a hypothesis or issue from any of the three course Sections or you may choose a topic that integrates two Sections of the course, for example: ‘Health inequalities in Scotland and the USA’.
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Key words

Hypothesis: A hypothesis is simply a statement that your personal research will try to prove or disprove. If you are being presented at National 5 and you have decided on your topic/issue, it is good practice to state a hypothesis, which you will revisit in your conclusion. However, you could still receive credit for just stating your aims.
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Some possible titles could include:


	•  Voting age should be reduced to sixteen for all UK elections.

	•  Lifestyle choices are the main cause of health inequalities in Scotland.

	•  Foodbanks are the result of poverty.

	•  The ‘not proven’ verdict does not deliver justice.

	•  The Educational Maintenance Allowance should be given to all 16+ school students.

	•  Police in the UK should not be armed.

	•  The American Dream is not a reality for many US citizens.

	•  America should abolish the death penalty.





Where do I gather information from?

The information gathered for your research can be broken down into two parts: primary information and secondary information.


Primary information

Primary information is evidence that you have gathered by yourself and is unique to your personal research. If possible, your personal research should contain at least two pieces of information gathered by primary research, as well as information gathered from other sources. The ways in which you gather primary evidence can vary greatly – some examples are below:


	•  surveys/questionnaires

	•  interviews

	•  emails

	•  letters

	•  focus groups

	•  field study.





Secondary information

Secondary information is evidence that you have gathered from research that was carried out by others. You should use it to help support your personal research. There is a vast amount of secondary information available, in many different formats – below are just a few examples:


	•  school textbooks, newspapers and magazines

	•  internet search engines and websites

	•  TV and radio programmes

	•  mobile phone apps

	•  social media such as Twitter

	•  library books and articles.



You are expected to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of each research method you use and to analyse your findings. Remember that two methods is the minimum you are required to use and you might wish to widen your range to more than two.
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Remember

For the write-up of your research you will need to refer to only two of your research methods. You can include your findings in your notes that you bring in to the exam, as you must refer to these findings in your write-up.
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How do I plan my research?

In order to carry out a successful piece of personal research you need to plan it effectively. You will need to keep all evidence of your planning so that your work can be accurately marked.

You may wish to consider the following questions about your primary and secondary sources:


	•  What useful information have I got from each source to help me research my issue?

	•  How reliable is the information gathered from each source?

	•  Could the sources contain bias or exaggeration?





What is a ‘pro forma’ assignment sheet?

As part of the assignment, you need to demonstrate your understanding, analysis and evaluation of the information you have collected. A self-assessment ‘pro forma’ sheet is used to do this. The pro forma sheet consists of four sections for you to fill in, with marks allocated to three of the sections. Below is an outline of the sections.


1 Research topic/issue (0 marks)

Your topic should be relevant to Modern Studies and you may discuss your choice with your teacher. The best practice is to present the research question in the form of a hypothesis with clear aims. Do not choose a vague and unfocused topic such as ‘A study of poverty in Scotland’; a better title would be ‘The 2013 “bedroom tax” is a tax on disabled people’. This is written in the form of a hypothesis and allows you to consider to what extent the statement is correct and to consider the evidence that supports and disagrees with the hypothesis. There are no marks for this section but it is good practice to write your title and aims as this will assist you in writing out your research findings and research conclusions.



2 Research methods: collecting relevant evidence from at least two sources (10 marks)

You are expected to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the two research methods you have used. You should explain why each method is relevant and highlight its strengths and/or weaknesses. You should make reference to the information that you will take into the assignment.



3 Research findings: presenting your findings clearly (6 marks)

You will have a full page to detail and explain the evidence you have gathered. You may wish to write more and may request extra sheets. The evidence should be balanced and factually correct and you should consider various viewpoints. You should make reference to your A4 information sheet (the notes you bring into the assignment write-up) in your presentation of your findings. Your A4 information sheet should include evidence of primary and/or secondary research and may include, for example, survey results, interview findings, notes from a textbook, newspapers or websites.



4 Research conclusion (4 marks)

Your conclusion should be based on the quality of the research evidence you have presented and should link back to your original hypothesis and aims. Try to avoid just repeating findings already given. At this stage you can indicate what your final thoughts on your issue are.
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Remember

Try to base your assignment around a hypothesis rather than just a general study of an issue.
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Hints & tips


	[image: ]  Research methods section – give as many advantages and disadvantages as possible but keep it personal to the research, for example the advantages of a BBC article used. Again, suggest what you would do differently next time for each method.

	[image: ]  Research findings section – there are no marks for copying from your information sheet. You should add relevant knowledge from memory.

	[image: ]  Conclusion section – frame your answer aim by aim with relevant conclusions for each and then come to an overall conclusion.
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