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Introduction

Welcome to How to Pass National 5 Maths: Second Edition

I am glad that you are working towards passing National 5 Mathematics this session and that you have chosen this book to help you achieve your full potential.

Ever since you started school, and even before that, you have been building up your mathematical knowledge and skills. Now the time has come to practise everything you have learned and need to know in order to do well in your National 5 Mathematics course assessment.

This book is designed to help give you every chance of achieving the best possible grade.

In this book you will find:


•  information about National 5 Mathematics




    •  an outline of the course and how it is assessed

    •  comprehensive details of the course content, including worked examples with explanations




•  information about the maths you are expected to have experienced prior to embarking on the National 5 course




    •  a summary of the National 4 Mathematics course content




•  advice on




    •  working throughout the year

    •  revising effectively

    •  improving your mark.



The National 5 Mathematics course

This course is suitable for learners who have achieved the fourth level of learning across the mathematics experiences and outcomes in the broad general education, or who have attained the National 4 Mathematics course, or who have equivalent qualifications or experience. An overview of the National 4 Mathematics course is provided in Appendix 2.

During the course you will extend your knowledge, understanding and skills in algebra, geometry, trigonometry, numeracy, statistics and reasoning.

Throughout the course you will be expected to use reasoning skills to interpret information, to select a strategy to solve problems and to communicate solutions.

The course content is summarised in the following table. Further details relating to each topic are provided in Chapters 1 to 18 of this book.
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National 5 Mathematics course assessment

The course assessment is an examination comprising two question papers.

The number of marks and times allotted for the papers are as follows.
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The course assessment is graded A–D; the grade is determined by the total mark you score in the examination.

Formulae list

You are given the formulae listed below in the examination.

You are expected to know all other formulae that you may need to use.

The roots of ax2 + bx + c = 0 are given by [image: ]

Sine rule: [image: ]

Cosine rule: a2 = b2 + c2 – 2bc cos A or cos A = [image: ]

Area of a triangle: [image: ] ab sinC

Volume of a sphere: Volume = [image: ]

Volume of a pyramid: Volume = [image: ]

Volume of a cone: Volume = [image: ]

Standard deviation [image: ], where n is the sample size.

Work throughout the year

The best way to succeed in maths is to practise, practise, practise!

Work hard throughout the year. It is the cumulative effect of your daily efforts that will help you to do well in the examination. Always complete unfinished class work at home and do all homework that is set. Many questions in textbooks and in homework exercises are similar to examination questions, so you gain valuable practice from doing these. In maths, what you learn one day often forms the basis of what you learn the next. So, in class, don’t hesitate to ask about things you don’t understand. Attend all revision classes that are on offer.

Practise using your own calculator throughout the year. Some calculators work differently, so make sure that you can use yours properly to carry out all the different types of calculations you might meet in the examination. This will increase your chance of doing well in Paper 2.

Revise effectively

Make effective use of study time. Keep all your books and equipment together so that you don’t waste time at the start of each study session looking for your revision materials.

Make sure you have:


•  How to Pass National 5 Maths book

•  past papers or specimen papers

•  class notes, summaries and jotters

•  paper, pencils, ruler, rubber, protractor and a set of compasses

•  scientific calculator.



Study in a quiet place free from potential distractions. Do not study with the television on, or beside others who may distract you. Switch your mobile telephone off.

Studying for short periods, often and regularly is the recipe for success. You should take a 5–10 minute break every hour to allow your brain to relax. You concentrate much better if you study for short periods but often.

Doing maths questions is the most valuable use of your study time. You will benefit much more spending 30 minutes doing maths questions than spending several hours copying out notes or reading a maths textbook. The more questions you do, the more you will get correct, the more confident you will become and the better you will do in the examination.

Practise doing the type of questions that are likely to appear in the examination. Work through past papers or, in the case of a new examination, specimen papers. Use the marking instructions to check your answers and to understand what the examiners are looking for.

Improving your mark


•  The most important piece of advice is SHOW ALL YOUR WORKING CLEARLY in every question.



The instructions in the examination paper state that ‘Full credit will only be given where the solution contains appropriate working.’

A ‘correct’ answer with no working may only be awarded partial marks or even no marks at all.

An incomplete answer will be awarded marks for any appropriate working.

Attempt every question, even if you are not sure whether you are correct or not.

Your solution may contain working which will gain some marks. A blank response is certain to be awarded no marks.

Never cross out working unless you have something better to replace it with.


•  The examination is designed so that, for most people, the questions get slightly harder as you work through the paper. So attempt the questions in the order that they occur to ensure that you gain the marks that are likely to be easier to achieve before tackling the harder questions.

•  Do not leave the examination room before the end of the allotted time. Spend any time you have left to check the answers you have given. If there are any questions you have been unable to answer, you may remember how to do them in the last few minutes of the examination. The extra marks you gain might mean the difference between passing and failing, or between an A grade and a B grade.

•  Where a question has more than one part, but you are unable to answer the first part, still attempt subsequent parts. You may still gain full marks in the subsequent parts.



For example, consider this question.

A rectangular lawn is (x + 2) metres long and (x – 1) metres wide. The area of the lawn is 40 square metres.



[image: ]





    a)  Show that x2 + x – 42 = 0.

    b)  Find the length of the lawn.



Even if you are unable to do part (a), you can still score full marks in part (b) for correctly solving the equation x2 + x – 42 = 0 and stating the length of the lawn.
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