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Introduction



Hallo und Guten Tag!



Are you in S4 or S5 and keen to get ready for your National 5 German exam? Great – this book is just right for you. It will help you to understand the National 5 German standard of performance, the course contents, its units and unit assessments. Last but not least – it will give you plenty of useful information about the National 5 German course assessment together with lots of other practice material.

The book is now split into two distinct sections:

Section 1 – Course Assessment

Section 2 – Unit Assessment

The Course Assessment section covers the areas that count towards your final National 5 German marks. This is the examined content section of the book and is relevant to those students who will go on to sit the SQA National 5 German exam.

The Unit Assessment section is intended to help students who, for whatever reason, may not be proceeding to the exam itself, but who still wish to be entered and assessed for the stand-alone unit assessments, which no longer form a part of the exam. See Chapter 9 for further information on this.

The practice questions, tasks and activities are valuable exercises for all. So whatever your chosen path and however you intend to pursue your National 5 German studies, this book will be an extremely useful study aid.

German is easier than you think – you have nothing to worry about.


Los geht’s! Let’s start!







Chapter 1

What you should know about German


Before you read more about National 5 German, you should take a few minutes to look at some of the similarities between English and German. These will help you to recognise German words and you won’t need to learn so much vocabulary!

English and German are both members of the same language family – the Germanic language family. The majority of everyday words in the English language are of Germanic origin and modern German and English vocabulary have a lot in common. Your German teacher will call these words ‘cognates’ or ‘near-cognates’.
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Try to increase your awareness of the relationship between English and German. It will make learning German so much easier and will give you more confidence in understanding and using the language.
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This is a very small selection of cognates and near-cognates.




	English and German nouns



	house
	das Haus



	garden
	der Garten



	bus
	der Bus



	school
	die Schule



	family
	die Familie



	sun
	die Sonne



	ship
	das Schiff



	mouse
	die Maus








	English and German verbs



	to help
	helfen



	to sing
	singen



	to drink
	trinken



	to park
	parken



	to swim
	schwimmen



	to send
	senden



	to begin
	beginnen



	to sink
	sinken








	English and German adjectives



	good
	gut



	better
	besser



	best
	(am) besten



	fantastic
	fantastisch



	friendly
	freundlich



	unfriendly
	unfreundlich



	warm
	warm



	open
	offen





[image: ]






[image: ]

This is a very small selection of common words in English and German. Your German teacher will call these words ‘internationalisms’ as they are pretty much the same in a number of languages.




	abstract
	abstrakt



	banana
	die Banane



	computer
	der Computer



	doctor
	der Doktor



	extreme
	extrem



	fair
	fair



	guitar
	die Gitarre



	hobby
	das Hobby



	ideal
	ideal



	yoghurt
	der Joghurt



	coffee
	der Kaffee



	list
	die Liste



	market
	der Markt



	normal
	normal



	orchestra
	das Orchester



	perfect
	perfekt



	qualification
	die Qualifikation



	restaurant
	das Restaurant



	supermarket
	der Supermarkt



	taxi
	das Taxi



	university
	die Universität



	virus
	der Virus



	centre
	das Zentrum
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Chapter 2

What you should know about the National 5 German Course


National 5 German has been designed to support you in achieving some level of proficiency in the language so that you will be able to read, listen, talk and write in German on topics and sub-topics in four different contexts – society, learning, employability and culture.
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Society – Learning – Employability – Culture = SLEC
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Check this out [image: ]

Here is an overview of the four contexts, their topics and sub-topics.




	Society
	Family and friends
	Saying how you get on with family members and who has influenced you in your life
Arguments

Ideal parents

Different types of friends

Peer pressure




	Lifestyle
	Lifestyle-related illnesses
Advantages and disadvantages of healthy/unhealthy lifestyle




	Media
	Impact of reality TV shows
Advantages/disadvantages of new technology, e.g., internet, mobile phones




	Global languages
	Language-learning and relevance



	Citizenship
	Description of local area as a tourist centre
Comparison of town and country life

Being environmentally friendly in the home




	Learning
	Learning in context
	Talk about what learning activities you like/dislike in different subjects
Preparing for exams




	Education
	Comparing education systems
Improving own education system

Learner responsibilities




	Employability
	Jobs
	Part-time jobs and studying
Qualities for present/future jobs/future plans




	Work and CVs
	Planning, reporting back on work experience
Reviewing achievements/ambitions




	Culture
	Planning a trip
	Importance of travel and learning a foreign language
Describing your best holiday/trip/attitudes to travel




	Other countries
	Aspects of other countries including educational, social, historical, political aspects



	Celebrating a special event
	Comparing special occasions/traditions/ celebrations/events in German-speaking countries
Importance of customs/traditions




	Literature of German-speaking countries
	Literary fiction, e.g. short stories – understanding and analysis



	Film and television
	Studying films in German
Studying television in German-speaking countries
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National 5 German gives your German teacher the opportunity to decide how to further develop the topics and sub-topics.

The course consists of four separate areas: reading, writing, talking and listening. Throughout the course, your German teacher will help you to read and listen to more complex German texts and extract straightforward as well as more detailed information. The course also focuses on the development of your talking and writing skills in German. Your teacher might call them ‘productive skills’ because you ‘produce’ German as relevant to you.

Throughout the whole course, your German teacher will help you to develop your talking and writing skills in different ways. You may find that your teacher speaks a lot of German in class and asks students to read words, sentences and texts out loud. You may also find that your teacher asks your class to conduct short conversations on familiar topics in class or asks students questions in German on a certain item, picture or text. You should join in these activities whenever possible because they give you the opportunity to practise your language skills and become more confident. Do not worry about making mistakes – this is how you learn. You will still be understood and nobody is perfect!

The unit assessments are no longer part of the overall course assessment – i.e. the examined content that contributes to your overall grade. However, unit assessments remain available as stand-alone achievements for students who, for whatever reason, do not go on to sit the National 5 German exam. See Chapter 9 for more information.





Section 1– Course Assessment

Chapter 3

What you should know about the National 5 German Course Assessment


The course assessment will be graded and the grade you attain depends on the number of marks you are able to achieve across all four skills. A potential 120 marks, on which your final grade will be based, are divided up as follows after scaling:


	•  Reading: 30 marks

	•  Listening: 30 marks

	•  Talking: 30 marks

	•  Writing: 30 (15 exam/15 assignment) marks.



This will then be converted into a mark out of 100, making each skill worth 25% of your total.




	Component
	Duration





	Component 1:
Question paper 1

READING

	1 hour and 30 minutes



	Component 2:
Question paper 1

WRITING




	Component 3:
Question paper 2

LISTENING

	Approximately 30 minutes



	Component 4:
Assignment

WRITING

	See Chapter 7: Assignment



	Component 5:
Performance

TALKING

	Approximately 6-8 minutes





In order to achieve a Grade A, you should be aiming to get higher than 70% in the assessments. You need at least 50% to get a ‘C’, which equals a ‘Pass’.

So – how do we get there?
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Können wir das schaffen? [image: ]

Ja, wir schaffen das!
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The How to Pass series is recommended by teachers and written by experienced subject specialists.

Books are available for National 5 and Higher.

At National 5, we offer:
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All National 5 How to Pass guides have been updated to reflect the new 2017 course specifications.
Get them from your local bookshop, or any online bookstore, or at www.hoddergibson.co.uk.
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