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Introduction

What is the course like?

National 5 French will test you on four skills: reading, listening, talking and writing. All of these skills will be taught over the course of your studies by your teacher to help you pass the final exam. Three of the skills – reading, listening and writing – will be assessed at the end of the course in an external exam, set and marked by SQA, which will provide you with a grade A, B, C or D. In addition, at some point in the year, you will complete a writing assignment which will also be marked by SQA, and carry out a talking assessment which will be marked by your teacher.

In this book you will find chapters to help you work on and revise each skill. The language you will need relates to four contexts: society, learning, employability and culture. On page viii you will find a list of possible topic areas within these contexts which you could expect at National 5.

How is my final scaled mark made up?

You will be given a mark for each of the four skills. A potential 120 marks, on which your final grade will be based, are divided up as follows after scaling:


•  Reading: 30 marks

•  Listening: 30 marks

•  Talking: 30 marks

•  Writing: 30 (15 exam/15 assignment) marks.



This will then be converted into a mark out of 100, making each skill worth 25% of your total.

What do I have to know?

You will need to know basic vocabulary covering a list of topic areas, which you will find in the table on page viii. This will help you listen to and read French more easily, and will also help you produce your own written and spoken French. You will find lists of useful vocabulary with many of the talking and writing preparation tasks, as well as with the listening tasks. Chapter 12 ‘Vocabulary’ will also be useful.

You will need to know the basics of grammar, so that you can write and speak French correctly. This is something you will work on as you go through the course. Some guidelines are given later in this chapter. You will also find some guidance in Chapter 11 ‘Structures and opinions’. There is further work on producing your own French in Chapter 8 ‘Talking’ and Chapters 9 and 10 ‘Writing’.

You must be able to use a dictionary to help you understand French in the reading exam, and to find words you need for your talking and writing. You should also use your dictionary to check your verb endings.

What exactly is involved in the exam?

Reading

Reading will be assessed by an external exam. There will be one paper that will include three separate texts, each of up to 200 words. Questions will be set and answered in English. Unusual words may be translated for you in a glossary.

You will be allowed to use a French dictionary.

Writing

Writing will be assessed by one piece of work that you will produce after you have done the reading. You will be expected to respond to a stimulus with six bullet points, all of which you must address. The contexts for the writing will be a combination of society, learning, employability and culture.

The reading and writing paper will last 1 hour 30 minutes.

You will also write an assignment of 120–200 words under controlled conditions. See Chapter 10 ‘Writing: The assignment’ for details.

Listening

Listening will be assessed by an external exam. There will be two separate parts, one a presentation or monologue, the other a conversation or dialogue. You will hear the French three times, and the whole assessment will last up to 30 minutes.

Questions will be set and answered in English.

You will not be allowed to use a French–English dictionary.

The reading, listening and writing tests will be marked externally by SQA.

Talking

Talking will be assessed by your teacher and externally moderated by SQA.

You will be expected to carry out a spoken presentation and conversation in French from one of the following contexts: society, learning, employability, culture. You will agree which one with your teacher. You will also agree with your teacher when your assessment will take place. The presentation will be worth 10 marks and the conversation 20 marks.

Basic grammar

When marking your work, teachers will be looking for accuracy in basic structures. This is straightforward, simple language, and you should be able to show you can do everything listed in the box on the next page.
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What you should know

Verbs


•  Use the correct form of the verb. This includes using subject pronouns (like je, il, elle) and correct verb endings, matching the subject.

•  Use ne … pas, ne … jamais, etc.

•  Ask simple questions correctly.

•  Use ‘modal’ verbs, such as vouloir and pouvoir, and the auxiliary verbs avoir and être.

•  Use verbs fairly accurately in ‘personal’ language and ‘polite’ language. This includes the correct polite verb forms for requests (voulez-vous …, je voudrais …) and also the correct verb forms for plural subjects: mes sœurs ont …, mes amis sont …

•  Use present, future, imperfect, perfect and conditional tenses.



Nouns


•  Use the correct type of article/determiner (un/une/des, le/la/les, ce/cette/ces) and, if you can, the correct form (for example, correct gender or number).

•  Use nouns with the correct gender form of article and adjective.

•  Use the words for ‘my’ and ‘your’ correctly.



Pronouns


•  Use the correct form of subject or object pronouns, and put them in the correct place.



Prepositions


•  Use the correct preposition, and know what it does to articles and pronouns (à and le = au, pour and je = pour moi).
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For better grades, you will have to do more than this. The language resource column in the table on pages 69–70 in Chapter 10 shows what examiners are going to be looking for. When you are working through the talking and writing chapters, it will be useful to refer to these pages sometimes so that you can show off your knowledge of French to the examiner!

How do I go about learning vocabulary?

The best way to revise is to practise. Although different people have different ways of learning vocabulary, the following ways might be useful to you.


[image: ]

Hints & tips


[image: ]  Try writing out a list of words, then reading them out. Cover up the French words, and see if you can remember the words in English, and of course the other way round.

[image: ]  Read things over several times on different occasions.

[image: ]  Check your memorising by either covering one part and remembering the other, or by asking someone to do it with you (a friend or parent). If you have someone to help you, ask them to say a word in English, which you have to put into French.

[image: ]  Try to get your words organised into areas, so they all hang together and make sense to you.

[image: ]  Use spidergrams of related words.
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What kind of vocabulary will I need to know?

On the next page you will find the topic areas that you are likely to be studying as part of your course. You will also find vocabulary lists in Chapter 12 to help you prepare for assessments and to revise.

Contexts, topics and topic development you can expect at National 5
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