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Section 1 Theology

What is theology?

Theology is the study of the nature of God and religious beliefs. In Christianity, one of the best ways of doing this is through studying the Bible. The first section of this book is about the Bible and what it tells us about God, the world and human beings. Theology is important because it helps people understand how a religion is put into practice. The stories in this part of the book show how God created the world, how human beings continually spoiled it, and God’s plan to bring them back into a good relationship with him.
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Starter

No one can really know God. Do you agree?
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The Bible

The Bible is made up of many different books and is divided into two sections: Old Testament and New Testament. ‘Testament’ means covenant or agreement. The Old Testament is about the old covenant that God had with human beings, which he drew up with Moses, when he gave him the Law. The New Testament is about the new covenant, which was introduced by Jesus.

The first part of the Bible deals with God’s creation of the world. It explains how the Jewish nation came into being through Abraham. It recounts the story of how Moses brought the Israelites out of Egypt, how God gave Moses the Ten Commandments and how they settled in Canaan, later called Israel.
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The next part records the achievements and failures of Israel’s kings and commanders, such as David, their time in exile and their return to Israel. It also contains prophetic passages by prophets like Isaiah about the coming of a Messiah, whom Christians believe is Jesus.

The New Testament opens with the life and teaching of Jesus. It charts the beginning of Christianity and includes letters from early Christian leaders, which teach much of what now makes up the guidelines for Christian living. They are examples of how God continued to communicate with and work through his people and how theology developed as people tried to live Christian lives.

The Bible finishes with the book of Revelation – a unique book full of prophecies and visions – written by a man called John.
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A This famous mural is in the Sistine Chapel in Rome. It shows God and
Adam reaching towards each other, which pretty well sums up the
story of the Bible.





