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Exam tips

Advice on key points in the text to help you learn and recall content, avoid pitfalls and polish your exam technique in order to boost your grade.
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Knowledge check

Rapid-fire questions throughout the Content Guidance section to check your understanding.
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Knowledge check answers

Turn to the back of the book for the Knowledge check answers.
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Summaries


•  Each core topic is rounded off by a bullet-list summary for quick-check reference of what you need to know.
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About this book

This guide covers AS Unit 2 Option 5 Russia 1914–41 in the CCEA GCE specification, which is worth 20% of the total A-level and 40% of the AS.

The Content Guidance section outlines the key content areas within the period 1914–41. The first part of this section focuses on the causes of the two revolutions of 1917. It then goes on to explore how the Bolsheviks consolidated their hold on Russia through their victory in the Russian Civil War of 1918–21. It analyses the Bolsheviks’ economic aims and how effectively they achieved these, and their consequences, between 1917 and 1924. The next part of the option deals with how Stalin secured power after Lenin’s death and strengthened his rule thereafter — analysing the basis for Stalin’s power and evaluating the key factors enabling him to strengthen his control. Finally, the option considers Stalin’s economic policies — the extent to which these were successful and how far they affected a transformation in the Soviet economy.

The Questions & Answers section gives examples of responses to both short-answer (worth 8 marks) and extended-answer (worth 22 marks) questions. Examples of both strong (A-grade) and weak (C-grade) responses to both types of question are provided. It is not possible to provide sample questions and answers for every topic, so you must be aware that any parts of the specification could be tested in the examination.

This guide cannot go into full detail on each of the four topics, so you should use it alongside other resources such as class notes and articles in journals, as well as at least some of the books included in the Reading List drawn up by CCEA for this specification.
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