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Note: this book contains historical sources which may use words that were widely used at the time of the source, but are derogatory, offensive and are not used today. These words may include ‘coloured’ (person or people), ‘Negro’, and ‘non-white’, as well as racist words such as ‘n______’, which we do not print in full.
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Introduction


About Paper 3

Paper 3 Civil rights and race relations in the USA, 1850–2009 combines a depth study of emancipation and moves towards greater equality with a broader thematic study of changing perceptions of race relations, 1850–2009. Paper 3 tests you against two Assessment Objectives: AO1 and AO2:

AO1 tests your ability to:


	●  organise and communicate your own knowledge


	●  analyse and evaluate key features of the past


	●  make supported judgements


	●  deal with concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference and significance.




On Paper 1, AO1 tasks require you to write essays from your own knowledge.

AO2 tests your ability to:


	●  analyse and evaluate source material from the past


	●  explore the value of source material by considering its historical context.




On Paper 2, the AO2 task requires you to write an essay which analyses two sources which come from the period you have studied.

Paper 3 is worth 30 per cent of your A-level.

Structure

Paper 3 is structured around two themes and five key topics.

The exam is divided into three sections, which relate to different aspects of your course:










	Aspect of the course

	Exam




	Topic 1: ‘Free at last’, 1865–77

Topic 2: The triumph of ‘Jim Crow’, 1883–c1900

Topic 3: The New Deal and race relations, 1933–41

Topic 4: ‘I have a dream’, 1954–68

Topic 5: Obama’s campaign for the presidency, 2004–09


	Section A (AO2)

 and Section B (AO1)




	Theme 1: The changing geography of civil rights issues

Theme 2: Changing portrayal of civil rights issues in fiction and film


	Section C (AO1)






The exam

The Paper 3 exam lasts for 2 hours and 15 minutes, and is divided into three sections.

Section A and Section B test the depth of your historical knowledge of the five topics:

Section A requires you to answer one compulsory question concerning a single Source. You should spend 15 to 20 minutes reading the Source and planning your answer, and around 35 to 40 minutes writing the essay.

Section B requires you to write one essay from a choice of two. As this is a depth paper, questions can be set on single events. Section B essays usually tests your knowledge of a shorter period than Section C. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section B.

Section C requires you to answer one question, from a choice of two. Questions in Section C will focus on the two themes. Questions will cover at least 100 years. Questions can focus on either themes, or may test knowledge of both themes. You should spend 35 to 40 minutes on Section C.

How to use this book

This book has been designed to help you to develop the knowledge and skills necessary to succeed in this exam. The book is divided into seven sections – one for each of the Aspects in Depth, and two for the Aspects in Breadth. Each section is made up of a series of topics organised into double-page spreads. On the left-hand page, you will find a summary of the key content you need to learn. Words in bold in the key content are defined in the Glossary. On the right-hand page, you will find exam-focused activities. Together, these two strands of the book will take you through the knowledge and skills essential for exam success.

There are three levels of exam focused activities.


	●  Band 1 activities are designed to develop the foundational skills needed to pass the exam.
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	●  Band 2 activities are designed to build on the skills developed in Band 1 activities and to help you achieve a C grade.
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	●  Band 3 activities are designed to enable you to access the highest grades.
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Each section ends with an exam-style question and model high-level answer with commentary. This should give you guidance on what is required to achieve the top grades.
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