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Get the most from this book

Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.

Track your progress

Use the revision planner on pages iv–vi to plan your revision, topic by topic. Make a note when you have:


•  revised and understood a topic

•  tested yourself

•  practised the ‘Now test yourself’ questions and checked your answers.



You can also keep track of your revision by noting each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.

Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips and checklists

Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam. The exam checklists provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Typical mistakes

The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Now test yourself

These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Revision activities

These activities will help you to understand each topic in an interactive way.
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Key terms

Clear, concise definitions of essential key words are provided where they first appear.

Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Making links

Useful links are provided to other topics within the specification.
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Key quotes

Quotes are provided from sources of wisdom or scholars named on the specification to help you understand key concepts.
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My revision planner

Introduction to philosophy

Assessment and exams

Countdown to my exams

1  Ancient philosophical influences


    1.1  Introduction

    1.2  The philosophical views of Plato: Plato’s understanding of reality

    1.3  Plato’s Forms

    1.4  Assessing Plato on the Forms

    1.5  Aristotle’s understanding of reality

    1.6  Aristotle’s Prime Mover

    1.7  Assessing Aristotle

    1.8  Plato versus Aristotle – reason and experience

    1.9  Summary and exam tips



2  Soul, mind and body


    2.1  Introduction

    2.2  Plato’s view of the soul

    2.3  Aristotle’s view of the body and soul

    2.4  Descartes and substance dualism

    2.5  Materialism

    2.6  Evaluating dualism – the case for the soul

    2.7  Evaluating materialism – the case against the soul

    2.8  Summary and exam tips



3  Arguments based on observation


    3.1  Introduction

    3.2  Aquinas’ teleological argument: The Fifth Way

    3.3  Paley’s teleological argument

    3.4  The cosmological argument: Aquinas’ first three ways

    3.5  Hume’s challenges to these arguments from observation

    3.6  The challenge of evolution

    3.7  Logical fallacies

    3.8  Summary and exam tips



4  Arguments based on reason


    4.1  Introduction

    4.2  Anselm’s ontological argument

    4.3  Gaunilo versus Anselm

    4.4  Kant’s criticisms

    4.5  Assessing the ontological argument

    4.6  Comparing a priori and a posteriori arguments

    4.7  Summary and exam tips



5  Religious experience


    5.1  Introduction

    5.2  William James

    5.3  Mystical experiences

    5.4  Conversion experiences

    5.5  The case for religious experience

    5.6  Do religious experiences have a psychological or physiological explanation?

    5.7  Corporate experiences: are they more reliable than individual experiences?

    5.8  Religious experience as a basis for believing in God or a greater power

    5.9  Summary and exam tips



6  The problem of evil


    6.1  Introduction

    6.2  The logical and evidential problems of evil

    6.3  Augustine

    6.4  Hick

    6.5  Discussing the problem of evil

    6.6  Summary and exam tips



7  The nature or attributes of God


    7.1  Introduction

    7.2  Omnipotence

    7.3  Eternity

    7.4  Omniscience

    7.5  (Omni)benevolence

    7.6  Discussing the nature of God

    7.7  Comparing Boethius, Anselm and Swinburne

    7.8  Summary and exam tips



8  Religious language


    8.1  Introduction

    8.2  Explaining the apophatic way (via negativa)

    8.3  The apophatic way assessed

    8.4  The cataphatic way (via positiva) – Aquinas and analogy

    8.5  The cataphatic way (via positiva) assessed

    8.6  Tillich and symbolic language

    8.7  Symbolic language assessed

    8.8  Summary and exam tips



9  Twentieth-century perspectives


    9.1  Introduction

    9.2  The verification principle

    9.3  Verificationism assessed

    9.4  The falsification symposium

    9.5  Assessing the views presented in the falsification symposium

    9.6  Wittgenstein and language games

    9.7  Wittgenstein assessed

    9.8  Summary and exam tips



Glossary

Now test yourself – answers


Introduction to philosophy

What is philosophy of religion?

Philosophy looks at some of the biggest questions about how we see the world around us. Philosophy of religion focuses, of course, on those aspects that are relevant to religious belief – both the foundations of religious belief and also how believers can relate to the world around them.

This component begins by looking at some of the ancient philosophical influences that affect how in the western world we talk about God. It asks what we mean by reality – is what is real to be found in the world around us, or should we look to a non-physical aspect? It then applies this specifically to the body and soul, a fundamental issue because if we have a soul that comes from God, we are defined as beings that were created by God.

The remainder of year one’s work looks at whether God exists and how God can be known in the world as well as the biggest argument against the existence of a God that we can worship, the problem of evil.

Year two places all of this in context. We examine the nature of God and make sure that we are clear what we are saying does or does not exist when we speak of God. We then look at length at the language we use to describe God and whether it is valid at all to speak of God in human terms.

Enjoy it!

Bertrand Russell, a significant twentieth-century philosopher, said that we should not be afraid of being ‘eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now accepted was once eccentric’. The philosophy course raises some big questions and it is important to challenge your own beliefs as well as others’ with new and eccentric ideas. Of course, when you get to the exam, it’s important to show that you understand the beliefs on the course, but if you engage individually, then you will really ‘own’ the material. The examiner will be looking for your understanding of the basics relating to the questions you answer, but will also be looking at analytical skills, which are personal to the writer.

You will get used to writing about philosophical ideas in essay form and you will probably roll your eyes when your teacher sets you yet another essay, but these are opportunities not only to refine your exam technique but to play with ideas and join yourself to the thinking of countless people over history.

If you have a religious faith you might find some of the issues you study challenging, but it is important to engage with them fully, remembering that many significant philosophers are religious too. If you don’t have a faith then it’s an engaging way to work out how other people think and what inspires and influences them.

What’s the point in philosophy?

A philosophy degree at university can open many career doors because of the transferable skills it opens up. Employers in the future will be delighted to receive an application from somebody who can see things from a range of points of view and explore ideas in detail but fairly and comprehensively, as well as being original in thought themselves. Philosophy goes far beyond the philosophy of religion and you could find yourself studying language, existence, ethics, politics, the arts and so much more.
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