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Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of:


	•  the non-British Period Study Units Y212, The American Revolution 1740–96 and Y216, The USA in the 19th Century: Westward expansion and Civil War 1803–c.1890.



This introduction gives you an overview of:


	•  the OCR A Level course

	•  how you will be assessed on this unit

	•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.




1 The OCR A Level course

This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three unit groups and a topic-based essay.

The unit groups comprise:


	•  a British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit group 1 – A Level)

	•  a non-British Period Study (Unit group 2 – A Level)

	•  a Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations (Unit group 3 – A Level only).



This book covers two non-British period study topics (The American Revolution 1740–96 and the USA in the 19th Century: Westward expansion and Civil War 1803–c.1890) from Unit group 2 of the OCR History specification. You will study one of these for the examination. The chapters in the book correspond to the key topics in the specification, with four chapters for each period study.

The two units covered in this book deal with crucial periods in the development of the United States of America, with the first focusing on the reasons for its emergence as a nation and the second on its growth and consequences in the years that followed independence.

During the eighteenth century the British colonists in America – who had been closely attached to the mother country, fighting alongside it in a number of conflicts against the French, most notably the Seven Years War – came into conflict with Britain, particularly over issues of taxation. These disputes ultimately led to the Revolutionary War, which became a War of Independence, from which the colonists emerged victorious. However, in establishing the new state they faced a number of challenges in drawing up a constitution and with economic problems and civil disobedience in the period to 1796.

The nineteenth century was the period of great American expansion westwards and the creation of most of the geographical area we associate with the USA today. There were a number of reasons for this expansion, most notably economic, but it also had serious impacts, destroying the Native American way of life and causing conflict over the issue of slavery in the newly acquired lands. This, and other disputes between states, would lead ultimately to civil war between the North and South. However, after the war ended in 1865 expansion westwards continued and the new states developed economically as a result of the development of transcontinental railways, agricultural progress and other industrial activity, laying the foundations for American prosperity.



2 How you will be assessed


A Level

Each of the three unit groups has an examination paper, whereas the topic-based essay is marked internally but externally moderated.


	•  Unit group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.

	•  Unit group 2 – the non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter answer question and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.

	•  Unit group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.



For the topic-based essay you will complete a 3000–4000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.



Examination questions for Unit group 2

For the A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.

In the A Level examination there is just one section with two short answer essays and two period study essays. Two questions will be set and you must answer one. There will be two parts to the question; the short answer essay which carries 10 marks and the period study essay which carries 20 marks. You must answer both parts from the same question.



Questions on the period study

Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of each of the chapters in this book. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do in response to them.




	Command term
	Description
	Example in the book





	Assess
	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important
	Page 58



	To what extent
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance
	Page 58



	How far
	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance
	Page 58



	How successful
	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success
	Page 58







Questions for A Level short-answer essay

The questions will be based around two key events, people or issues and you will be asked to explain which you consider to be of the greater importance, impact or significance for a particular issue.

Questions will be structured in the following way:

Which of the following was more responsible for bringing about the end of the Articles of Confederation?


	(i)   Economic problems

	(ii)  Civil disobedience



Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).

Which had the greater consequences for Native Americans in the years 1861–90?


	(i)   The ‘Indian Wars’

	(ii)  The Dawes Act



Explain your answer with reference to both (i) and (ii).



Answering the questions

The A Level examination is one hour. In the A Level period study essay, question (b) carries more marks than the short essay, question (a), and therefore it would be sensible to spend more time on the period study essay. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 30–32.

The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme.

It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. You will be rewarded for well-argued and supported responses. Marks will not be deducted for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.



What will the examination paper look like?

The cover of the examination paper will tell you the unit number, which for the A Level is either Y212 or Y216. It will also tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.




3 About this book

At the start of each of the period studies covered in this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.

Each chapter in the book then covers one of the key topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.

Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.


Key questions

The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.



Key terms

The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used and defined in the glossary on page 228.



Activities

Throughout the book there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. They will focus on developing analytical skills and making judgements.



Historical debates

As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but also by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 2, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.



Summary of the chapter

At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered in ‘Chapter takeaways’, which will help with revision.



Study skills

Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the period studies examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.



Revise, reflect, review

At the end of each unit there is a section which helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.
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The nature of the colonies

North America contained three main European settlements by 1750: 13 British colonies along the Atlantic coast; Spanish colonies in Florida, California and New Mexico (including parts of the modern-day states of Texas, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, Oklahoma, Kansas and Wyoming); and French colonies in the Mississippi Valley, Canada and in the great area of Louisiana. The nature of the colonies was very different. The Spanish colonies had a relatively small population and many isolated outposts. They were ruled as part of the Spanish Empire in the so-called ‘new world’ by viceroys. There was little population growth and limited economic prosperity. The French Empire was essentially based on fur trade and missionary activity and ruled directly from France. Its population had not expanded as rapidly as that of the British colonies, which had more diverse economic activity, more developed self-government and higher levels of prosperity. The British colonies had been founded at different times for different reasons and New England, the Middle colonies and the Southern colonies had their own characteristics and were more diverse than the colonies of Spain and France.
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Government


	•  There was little colonial self-government in the French and Spanish colonies, but the British colonies had representative assemblies.

	•  These local parliaments could be overruled by royal governors who were mostly appointed by the British crown.

	•  They had a restricted franchise – women, enslaved people (who were 20 per cent of the population) and one half of the white male population did not vote for the assemblies.

	•  There were more democratic ideas and more freedom to prosper by owning land and starting businesses.

	•  In terms of equality of political rights, democracy in a modern sense was limited.
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Freedom


	•  Nine colonies were ruled by royal governors.

	•  Georgia and Pennsylvania remained the property of their founders and Rhode Island and Connecticut elected their own governors.

	•  Britain hardly interfered with the colonies in 1750 and British rule has been described as ‘statutory neglect’. Laws controlling trade were ignored and there was little attempt to tax the colonies.

	•  The French and Spanish crowns also, in practice, allowed their colonists freedom from control.

	•  Enslaved people, originally from Africa, who made up a large proportion of the workforce and population in the Southern colonies, did not have freedom.

	•  Many white colonists were indentured servants contracted to work often for long periods for their masters.
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Economic life


	•  There were no substantial cities in New Spain.

	•  Quebec and New Orleans were important urban settlements in French North America.

	•  In the British colonies there were only four substantial cities.

	•  Most of the people (80–90 per cent) lived and worked in the countryside, with better developed farms in the British colonies.

	•  British colonies saw a population growth from 300,000 in 1700 to over 2 million by 1775.

	•  British colonies had more diverse economies with different types of agriculture: from the arable farming in the North to the tobacco, rice, indigo and cotton of the middle and southern colonies.

	•  The French were active traders, especially in furs.

	•  British exports were more diverse and there was some small-scale manufacturing.
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Religion and culture


	•  French and Spanish areas were predominantly Catholic, though there were French protestant colonists.

	•  British colonists were diverse with Anglican, Presbyterian, Congregationalist, Quaker, Catholic and some Jewish settlers.

	•  Many were not religious despite a religious revival or Great Awakening in the 1730s and 1740s.

	•  Educational development was greater in the British colonies with the growth of schools and colleges, the impact of Enlightenment thinkers from Europe and also from the colonists, such as Benjamin Franklin.
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Expansion


	•  There was a great desire for expansion among the colonists and this led to conflict.

	•  Spanish expansion into modern day Nebraska was halted by French opposition in 1720.

	•  There were clashes between British and Spanish colonists in Florida, and French and British settlers where the territories met.

	•  The population growth in the thirteen colonies led to pressure to move west and this brought colonists into conflict with the Native Americans.
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